More Weather and Seasons
Grade Level: Grade One
Unit Theme: Weather and Seasons
Ohio Standards Connection: Foreign Language
Standard: Communication: Communicate in languages other than English.
Benchmark A: Ask and answer questions and share preferences on familiar topics.

Indicator 1: Ask and answer simple questions about personal information and other
familiar topics (e.g., family members, weather, today’s date, pets, school supplies).

Benchmark F: Identify people and objects based on descriptions.
Indicator 7: Identify people and objects based on detailed oral or signed descriptions
(e.g., Point to a tall man./Montre-moi un grand homme. Find the red apple./Finde den

rotten Apfel.).

Benchmark G: Decode words, phrases and sentences using knowledge of letter/symbol-
sound correspondences and contextual cues.

Indicator 9: Identify and say alphabet and sound-symbol correspondence (e.g., “b” as in
“bateau,” “n” as in HET).

Benchmark H: Identify the main idea and describe characters and setting in oral, signed
or written narratives.

Indicator 10: Identify main ideas from oral, visual or written sources (e.g., listen and
supply the missing word, draw pictures, answer simple questions).

Benchmark I: Dramatize songs, short stories, poetry or activities.

Indicator 12: Role play simple messages (e.g., It’s hot./Hace calor. The baby cries./Das
Baby weint.).

Standard: Cultures: Gain knowledge and understanding of other cultures.

Benchmark A: Observe, identify and describe simple patters of behavior of the target
culture.

Indicator 1: Name important traditions, holidays or events.



Benchmark B: ldentify and imitate gestures and oral expressions to participate in age-
appropriate cultural activities.

Indicator 3: Observe and imitate appropriate patterns of behavior (e.g., gestures used with
friends and family) of the target culture.

Standard: Connections: Connect with other disciplines and acquire information.
Benchmark A: Describe concepts and use skills from across disciplines.
Indicator 5: Identify elements (e.g., shape, color) in their own and others’ artwork.

Unit mode(s) of focus
Interpretive, Interpersonal, and Presentational

Unit Description

In this multiple-day unit, students will practice what they learned in Kindergarten — words,
phrases and sentences to identify weather and seasons and simple expressions of their
feelings to the seasons. Additionally, students will learn more vocabulary related to the
weather in each season. Finally, students will be introduced to the tradition of Qingming
jié&(The Pure Brightness Day) observed in spring.

Performance Outcomes
Students will be able to:

o Identify and speak clearly the basic weather: ifj K q g tian (sunny), F-K yin tian
(cloudy), BRI nudn huo (warm),fR# hén ré (very hot),1R¥4 hén léng (very cold) , )
X\ gua feng (windy), %5/45 % waulyou wa (foggy), etc.

e Speak using the complete model sentences: | X\ T gua feng le (It is windy); F55 T
xia xue le (it is snowing).

e Ask and answer simple questions about seasons and weather pointing to picture/flash
card: XM AZT1? zhéshishén me j1ji€ (What is this?), zhé shi chiin tian. X /&
F K. (This/ltis spring), %K chiin tian (spring), £ K xia tian (summer), £ K qiti
tian (autumn), 4K dong tian (winter). Using extended vocabulary about the weather,
the answers can be “IX /& (Z2) zhéshiy(n. (This is cloudy.)” “IX & zhéshyii.
(This is rain.)”

e Learn a conversational dialogue to discuss the weather on that day: “4> KK 4 1?
(How is the weather today?)” “4f, A RKEHEK (Good, it is a nice day.).” “AUIF, 4>
K FF. (Not good, it is raining.)”

e Express themselves using like and dislike sentences using the new vocabulary learned
in this unit: “f&K qAg tian (1 like sunny weather)”, “FH K yin tian. (I dislike/don’t
like cloudy weather.)

Culture Outcomes
Students will be able to:



e Place three major Chinese festivals correctly in the proper seasons: %15 chiin jié
(Spring Festival) celebrated in winter, H k15 zhong qiii jié (Moon Festival)
celebrated in fall, and 7% B 15 Qingming jié (The Pure Brightness Day) observed in
spring.

Time Frame/Estimated Duration: Nine classes / Four and one half hours

General Tips from the Writers

e Review and practice the vocabulary and structures learned in Kindergarten.

e Use visuals, pictures and flash cards to assist students in identifying a sunny day, a
cloudy day, a foggy day, etc.

e Encourage students to write the radical “F” in this unit. Characters that share the
same radical include: & (Z cloud) , 5 (snow), , & (thunder), , % (fog), , #&
(frost),and , %z (hail). Do not hold students accountable for reading all these
characters as long as they get to know the radical in the characters represents
“precipitations” from the sky.

Pre-Assessment

Hand out four characters and four pictures that represent the four seasons (See Attachment
A, Pre-Assessment Activities), and ask students to match the characters to the
corresponding season.

Pre-Assessment Scoring Guidelines

3 Able to identify four seasons matched by characters

2 Able to identify 2-3 seasons matched by characters

1 Has difficulty identifying more than one season with correct characters
0 Has no knowledge of seasons

Unit Assessments and Scoring Guidelines

Interpretive Assessment
Using drawings or cartoon pictures, students will be able to match Chinese characters to
specified weather illustrated in pictures.

Interpretive Assessment Scoring Guidelines
Use the appropriate section of Attachment C, Post-Assessment Scoring Rubric

Interpersonal Assessment
Given drawings or cartoon pictures illustrated weather, students will be able to respond

questions: 1) “What is this?” 1X f&f14 zhéshishé me? Answer: It is cloud iX /& 2
(£2) zhéshiy(n. 2) How is the weather today 4~ KRS 4f14? Answer: Good, it is a
fine (sunny) day 4, 4 KZMEK. Not good, it is raining A4f, 4K Fii. Itiswindy.

#ll X T . gua feng le. etc.

Interpersonal Assessment Scoring Guidelines



Use the appropriate section of Attachment C, Post-Assessment Scoring Rubric

Presentational Assessment

At the end of this unit, students are expected to be able to describe the weather in pictures
using expanded vocabularies, and recite sentences learned in this unit and in Kindergarten
(e.g., “Itis cloudy.” “It is windy.” I like a sunny day; I don’t like a foggy day.” (See
Attachment B) They will be able to describe the weather in their drawings and express
their feelings towards the season and weather (3% =Xt wo xi huan | like or A=K wo
bu xi huan I don’t like).

Presentational Assessment Scoring Guidelines

Use the appropriate section of Attachment C, Post-Assessment Scoring Rubric

Vocabulary and Structures

Vocabulary:

N jijié season

PN qmg tian sunny

= () y(n cloud

X or £2%  yin tian or dué yun cloudy
G léi thunder

W Al nudn huo warm

TR A hén ré very hot
IRV heén léng very cold
20 feng wind
LIRS gua feng or you feng windy
% wu fog

FR)H%  watianorysuwa  foggy

Sentence structure 1:

SR A zhéshishé me?  What is this?
XiEw () . zhéshiyn. This is a cloud.
X Mo zhe shi feng. This is wind.
XIE% o zhéshiwu. This is fog.

XA AZEYT zhéshishé me jji€ What is this season?

XIEAFRR . zhe shi chiin tian. This is spring.
XEE K. zhé shi xia tian. This is summer.
XAERK K. zhe shi gii tian. This is autumn.
XEX R, zhé shi dong tian. This is winter.

Sentence structure 2:
A RN, jin tian tian gi hao ma? How is the weather today?
(Note: It can also translate as 4K K“EHE jin tian tian gi zén yang?)



This is (or It is) + term of the weather. (sunny, cloudy, windy, foggy)

XS R . zhé shi qing tian. This/It is sunny.
KPR zhé shi yin tian. This/It is cloudy.
A RIEIFR. Jin tian shi qing tian.It is sunny (today).
NI jin tian nuan huo. It is warm (today).
TR T xia yii le. It is raining.
TET. xia xué le. It is snowing.
TET. xiaw le It is foggy.

FIH T da léi le. It is thundering.
BT qua feng le; It is windy.

A RAEIT Jin tian gud feng le. It is windy today.
XAEFIN K. zhe shi gud feng tian. It is a windy day.
LR Jin tian you wi It is foggy today.

Sentence structure 3:
It is a sunny day; a sunny day is warm.

A TFERG R, B RRERI.  jin tian shi ging tian, qing tian nudn

huo.
Summer can be very hot. B R4 xia tian hui hén ré
Winter can be very cold. & RR¥. dong tian hui hén léng.

This/It is The Pure Brightness Day.  IX/&i5H 7.  zhéshTQingming jié.

Materials, Resources and Useful Web Sites

e Pictures or cartoons that symbolize weather and seasons, e.g. flowers, bright sun,
cloud, rain, thunder, fog, blowing leaves, a snowman, a child who’s hot (sweating
under the bright sun), a child shivering on a snowing day

e Flash cards with four seasons and three cultural events (characters at one side, pictures
or pinyin on the other side)

e Paper or poster board, glue or tape.

e Happy or Thumbs up and Sad or Thumbs down visuals to convey like and dislike

e Drums in small size (or anything that could mimic the sound of thunder)

Sequence of Activities

Day One
e Using Attachment A, Pre-Assessment Activities, conduct the pre-assessment.

e Review vocabulary and sentences learned in Kindergarten (See Attachment B-1) using
pictures, drawings, and flash cards to match characters.

e Play the song “Light Rain” Z [ :
/N, /SRR, Y, WEIE . Xido yi, Xido yu, sa sa sa.
B, Bh 7, ZE903%, 7EUL1% . zhong zi, zhdng zi, z& shio hud za shio hua
WEFNE | KL ai ya yal yu shui zhen tidn .



M L IR, ai yo yo! wo yao zhing da
(Light rain, light rain is sprinkling, sprinkling.

Seeds, seeds are talking, talking.

Al ya ya, the rain water is really sweet.

Ai you you, | want to grow up.)

Day Two

Introduce the new vocabulary: sunny, cloud, cloudy, thunder, and warm.
Introduce eight sentences from sentence structure 1 and 2.

Xt (F) . zhéshiyln. This is a cloud.

X Mo zhéshifeng. This is wind.
X% zhéshiw. This is fog.

PN PN jin tian shi Mg tian. It is sunny (today).
A RIEAN, jn tian nuan huo. It is warm (today).
TR T xia yii le. It is raining.
TET. xia xué le. It is snowing.

18 T da léi le. It is thundering.

Replay the song “Light Rain” .

Day Three

Introduce the new vocabulary: wind, windy, fog, foggy, very hot, and very cold.
Introduce the remaining sentences listed in structure 2.
Learn and play the rthyme “ XKW feng lai la (Wind comes)

KK, TR, feng laila, yuilai la, Wind comes, rain comes.

WA ETCKI ! 161 gong bei zhe gt 1A la! Grandpa thunder comes with a drum.

YR i, Frsrs, nigido qido, wo qido qido,  You beat the drum, | beat the drum,
W13 A% T . qido de 1éi gong wan le yao. Beat Grandpa Thunder bends his
waist.

YRHTAG, FRANAN, nizézdwo zazd You hit it, I hit it,
MifS 8 ANl 724 . zéde léi gong 71 le ya Beat Grandpa Thunder bares his
teeth.

Day Four

Review the thyme “X KM feng ldi la (Wind comes). Add hand and body
movements.

Practice the vocabulary. Have students raise flash cards or pictures to match the
weathers while speaking each word or phrase.

Practice conversations. Use the weather visuals or cartoons and ask questions: “zhésh ¥
shén me? X J&f14 ? » (What is this?) and “j 7n tian tian gi hao ma 2> KR/
(How is the weather today?)” Students might answer, “zhé shi féng. iX /& X, (This/It
is wind)”.



Lead students to practice sentences listed in structure 3: “IX /2 K. (It’s
summer.) and “xia tian hui hén ré R 23R# (Summer can be very hot.)” etc.

Day Five

Call out the weather and have students raise flash cards, cartoons or pictures, or make

gestures while speaking each character or phrase.

Ask and answer questions as in Day Four. (See Attachment B 2 for vocabulary and

structures)

Review two traditional holidays, Spring Festival and Moon Festival

o Discuss in which season each festival is celebrates

o Discuss what to do in each festival and season

Introduce ¥ BH 15 Qingming jié (The Pure Brightness Day).

o Briefly describe the event in English to students

o Take a visual for The Pure Brightness Day, and place it in the season.

Have students repeat the names of the three cultural events.

o Match each festival/event to the appropriate season. Remove festival visuals and
stick them randomly on the season characters, asking %} or A%} duTor bu du®

(yesorno) Repeat several times. Be sure to land on correct season characters

by the end of practice.

o Practice the names of the three traditional events and the corresponding seasons
through games (e.g. playing pair-match)

o Practice the sentences “HRAVEW T, KMRAPKY, XERAEN”

(Spring has The Pure Brightness Day, Autumn has the Moon Festival, and

Winter has the Spring Festival.) also by playing games.

Day Six

Review the weather expressions by pointing to visuals and speaking the terms.
Revisit the expressions F =¥/ =-¥X wo xi huan or wo bu xi huan ( | like/l don’t
like) in relation to the weather and seasons. Use visual pictures to convey meaning
Continue learning and practicing sentences using extended weather vocabulary. Ask
individual students if they like certain seasons and weather by pointing to the visuals.
Review the rthyme “XKMi feng ldi la (Wind comes)”.

Day Seven

Review 3 (A) =¥ wo (bu) xT huan (I like/l don’t like )with students. Point to a
season or weather visual, say the words, and have children say whether they like or
dislike what you are pointing to. Repeat until all seasons and weather are reviewed.
Review TPR motions with students related to the weather.

Review the rthyme “XKMWi feng lai la (Wind comes)”.

Day Eight

Have students draw their favorite weather and season and speak out the corresponding
terms to rehearse a presentation.
Conduct the interpretive and interpersonal assessments while students are practicing.



Day Nine

e Finish any remaining interpretive and interpersonal assessments.

e Conduct the presentational post-assessment. Have students describe the weather
illustrated in pictures, or the weather on that day to the class.

Differentiated Instructional Support

Instruction is differentiated according to learner needs to help all learners either meet the

intent of the specified indicator(s) or, if the indicator is already met, to advance beyond

the specified indicator(s). Different learning needs and different learning styles can be
accommodated in group activities.

e For heritage students who observe The Pure Brightness Day at home, have them share
their experiences with the class. Use “Show and Tell” with family pictures, perhaps, t0
show what the family prepares (food, fake money, flowers, etc.) to visit their
ancestor’s tomb, what to wear for the event, etc. Encourage them to speak with more
vocabulary and phrases related to the event.

e Encourage students to write the radical “[y” in this unit. Characters that share the
same radical include: = (= cloud) , 5 (snow), , % (thunder), , % (fog), , #&
(frost) and ‘&5 (hail). Please do not hold students accountable for reading all these
characters, as long as they get to know the radical in the characters represents
“precipitations” from the sky.

Extensions and Home Connections

e Have students complete Attachment D at home and have it signed by parents. Remove
the pinyin prior to sending home!

e Have students take home the envelopes with flash cards of seasons and cultural events
to teach parents in which seasons the Spring Festival (Lunar New Year) and the Mid-
Autumn Festival are celebrated, and in which season The Pure Brightness Day is
observed.

Technology Connections
e Window XP
o Chinese Language setting: from Control Panel, click “Regional and
Language options”, then follow the instructions to add Chinese as an
alternative language.
o Inusing MS Word to type Chinese characters the recommended font is
SimSun.
o The four tone marks in Pinyin can be found under “Insert — Symbol”
e Twin Bridge: a Chinese software
o Recommended Fonts are:
= TSCUKaiMTT
= TSCUSongSTT

List of Attachments
Attachment A: Pre-Assessment Activity,
Attachment B 1: Review of Kindergarten VVocabulary and Sentence Structures



Attachment B 2: Extended expressions of weather and standard sentences
Attachment C: Post-Assessment Scoring Rubric
Attachment D, Speaking Extension Activity.



Attachment A
Pre-assessment Activities

Match the character 7%, &, X, 4 to each of the following pictures.

Picture 1. Picture 2.

{3
A

J '\"§\
-

Picture 3. Picture 4.
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Attachment B 1

Review of Kindergarten Vocabulary and Sentence Structures

spring (chiin tian HKR)
flower (hua 1t)
rain/raining (yi/xiayule W/ FWT)
summer (xia tian 2K)

sun (tayag K FH)

hot (re #H)

autumn (qi@ tian FKR)

wind (feng )

moon (yuelidng4 HZ%)
Moon Festival ~ (zhong qitijié  FHEKTY)
winter (dong tian %K)
snow/snowing  (xtie/ xia xule LH/FET)
snowman (xué rén FN)

cold (léng )

Spring Festival  (chan jié )

This is spring.

— Note: “This” indicates the picture. The correct English should be “It is spring.’

This is a flower.
It is raining.

This is summer.
This is the sun.
Summer is hot.

I don’t like summer.

This is autumn.

This is wind.

This is the moon.

| like Moon Festival.

(zhé shi chun tian).

(zhé shi hua).
(xia yu le).

(zhe shi xia tian).
(zheshita yang).

(xia tian re).

(w0 bu xi huan xia tian).

(zhé shi git tian).
(zhé shi feng).
(zhésh tyueliang).

i‘z%%ﬁo

XIEAE
T .

KRR

X KEH
R
AR .

KRR o
KA.

(wd xi huan zhong qii jié). 3 = XK H KT .

This is winter (zhé shi dong tian).
It is snowing. (xia xue le).

This is asnowman.  (zhé shi xte rén).
Winter is cold. (dong tian 1éng).

I like Spring Festival. (w0 x1 huan chiin jié).

11
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Attachment B-2
Extended expressions of weather and standard sentences

Part 1
Question: What is this?  X/&f14  zhéshishén me?
Answer: This is (or It is) + (cloud, wind, fog, etc.)

This is a cloud. s (F) zhéshiy(n.
This is wind. X Ko zhéshifeng.
This is fog. X, zhéshiwz.
Part 2

Question: How is the weather today? 4 KK 47" jin tian tian qi hao ma?

(Note: It can also translate as 4 K KT /EAF jin tian tian gi z&n yang?)
Answer: This is (or It is) + term of the weather. (sunny, cloudy, windy, foggy)
Answer: This is (or It is) + (cloud, wind, fog)

This/It is sunny. XS zhéshiq Mg tian.
This/It is cloudy. XK. zhéshyin tian.

It is windy. HRT gua feng le;

It is raining. TR T xia yii le.

It is snowing. TET. xia xué le.

It is foggy. TET. xiawu le

It is thundering. e T di léi le.

It is warm (today). 4~ REZFI. j in tian nuan huo.

It is a windy day. XIEHI K. zhéshigud fen tian.
Itis windy today. A KEIMT.  jintian gua feng le.

It is a foggy day. IR Y N zhéshiwz tian
It is foggy today. SR jin tian you w.
Part 3

Simple descriptions of weathers in the seasons

It is a sunny day; a sunny day is warm.

A TRIERG R, i RREA. jin tian shi q Mg tian, q Ng tian nuan
huo.
Summer can be very hot. & R4 #4 xia tian hui hén ré
Winter can be very cold. & R4 R dong tian hui hén léng).
| like a sunny day. PRI K w0 x1 huan q Ng tian.
I don’t like a foggy day. AT WE K. w0 bu xi huan wa tian.

This/It is The Pure Brightness Day. X &5 5. zhéshiQingming jié.

12



Spring has The Pure Brightness Day. % K15 ™Y . chin tian you Qingming jié.
Autumn has the Moon Festival. ~ FKRXAH K1Y qit tign you zhong gid jié.
Winter has the Spring Festival. £ RXKf5% 1.  dong tian you chiin jié.
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Attachment C
Post-Assessment Scoring Rubric

Performance
Outcome

5

3

1

Match characters or
phrases to the correct
weather (sunny,
cloudy, windy, foggy,
very cold, very hot,
rainy, thunder)

Correctly match 6
or more characters
or phrases to the
symbolized weather

Correctly match 3-5
characters/phrases to
the symbolized
weather

Unable to match
more than 2
characters/phrases
to the symbolized
weather

Presentation: Speak
complete sentences

Correctly speak 6
or more complete
sentences with
phrases to the
symbolized weather

Correctly speak 3-5
complete sentences
with phrases to the

symbolized weather

Unable to speak
more than two
complete sentences
with phrases to the
symbolized weather

Match the cultural
events with the
seasons

Correctly match
three cultural
events into the
appropriate season

Correctly match two
cultural events into
the appropriate
seasons

Correctly match one
cultural events into
the appropriate
season

Recite a rhyme: Wind
comes

Correctly speak and
perform the rhyme

Perform well though
not completely the
rhyme

Unable to recite
more than 1/3 of the
rhyme

14




Attachment D
Speaking Extension Activity

1. Song “Light rain” & W:
/N, ZINRN, WA, BV, Xifio yii, Xido yii, sa sa sa.
Rl 7, B, ZEU63E, fEUE . zhong zi, zhong zi, z& shio hud z& shio hua

WEFNE | R K L ai ya yal yii shui zhen tidn .
WA L K ai yo yo! wo yan zhing da

Light rain, light rain is sprinkling, sprinkling.
Seeds, seeds are talking, talking.

Al ya ya, the rain water is really sweet.

Ai you you, | want to grow up.

(“Light rain” 7 by Traditional Chinese characters)
/INF, /MR, VR, IR
Mf, MY, AERREE, AERRET
IR | K L
MY | P2 K

2. Rhyme: “Snowflakes” 7 {¢.

—h,—h, X—h, y1 pian, y1 pian, you yi pian,
Wh, =k, Whh, liding pian, san pidn, si wii pian,
i, Bhy JUuhs liCipidn, qi pidn, ba jiu pian,
TENIKFEA W ludrashui zhong kan bu jian.

One flake, one flake, and once again,

Two flakes, three flakes, four and five,
Six flakes, seven flakes, eight and nine,
Falling into the water without any sign.
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Attachment D
Speaking Extension Activity (continued)

3. Rhyme: “Wind comes” XK feng 14i la

K, TR, feng 14i la, yii 14i la, Wind comes, rain comes.
HAT TR ! 1éi gong bei zhe gt ld la! Grandpa thunder comes with a drum.
PREsir, FmLEL, ni qido qido, wd qido qido, You beat the drum, | beat the drum,
WA AT T, qido de 1éi gong wan le yao. Beat Grandpa Thunder bends his waist.
PRAANE, AL, niz&zd wo z&z4 You hit it, I hit it,
MiAS & Al T4 . zade 1éi gong 71 le ya Beat Grandpa Thunder bares his teeth.

Once you have heard your child sing and recite to a family member please sign this form
and return to the teacher. If you happen to know these songs and rhymes, please sing
together with your child to reinforce your child’s learning.

Parent Signature Date

The rhyme in Attachment D is selected from (Z&#% =1 1) (Children’s Nursery
Rhymes Three Hundred Pieces), #iL./>4F L2 H bk (Zhejiang Youth Publisher, 2000)
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