
 

Career-Technical Education 

Middle School Validation Process 
Beginning in fall 2015 (Fiscal Year 2016), teachers instructing middle school career- 

technical education courses must meet one of the following: 

 

1. Possess a current, five-year Ohio professional license that includes middle school grade 
levels, and complete the Ohio Department of Education’s career-technical education 
validation process by Sept. 30, 2016. Phase II for second semester middle school 
teachers and FY17 Fall instructors may access the modules beginning February 25, 
2016 through September 30, 2016 (second posting of the Middle School Validation 
Modules).  If you took the Middle School Validation Process in Phase I, you do not 
have to retake the process.  

2. Possess a current, five-year career-technical education license. No middle school 
validation required. 

3. Possess a four-year alternative resident educator license for career-technical 

education and only teach VM middle school courses within their specific program 

and taxonomy. 

4. Four-year non-CTE resident educators cannot teach VM Career-Technical 

Education middle school courses. 

 

Note: Teachers with specific vendor certification, such as Project-Lead-The-Way or 

Engineering by Design, CASE, Career-Based Intervention (CBI), or Family and 

Consumer Science (FCS) are not required to complete the CTE validation process, 

unless they teach other VM courses outside their certification requirements. 
 

CAREER-TECHNICAL EDUCATION VALIDATION PROCESS 
The initial window for the online career-technical education validation process was opened 

from June 1, 2015, through Sept. 30, 2015. Phase II is open from February 25, 2016 through 

September 30, 2016. To prevent confusion, when registering in STARS, you may see the date 

October 1. STARS is set up to show the date after the event or initiative ends to prevent 

registration after it closes September 30. 

 

The online registration for this process is through the STARS Professional Development 

System. To access STARS, log in to your Ohio Department of Education SAFE account. If 

you do not have a SAFE account, you can create one by accessing the department’s 

website as shown below. 

 

STARS: 
Once you have registered in STARS for the middle school validation event, you will 
receive a user identification and password within 24 hours (during normal business 
hours, 8 a.m. – 5 p.m., weekdays). If you have problems with this process, please 
access this link. 
 

  

https://docs.google.com/a/knottt.org/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dFluYTVZOUJtekhmTHVuRnpmdE1qTXc6MA&amp;gid=0


 

Directions on how to access the system can be found at the bottom of the page, here: 
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Career-Tech/CTE-Middle-Grade-Programming  
The second round of CTE – Middle School Validation is now live within the STARSv2 
system. Potential registrants can enter stars and search for the CTE – Middle School 
Validation course using these search criteria (see following example): 
 
Event Name:  middle 
Keyword:  (leave blank) 
Starts between:  01/01/16 and ((can use current date)) 
Within:  (leave blank) 
Event Sponsor:  All 
 

Cost: 
There is no cost to participate in the online middle school validation. 
 
Post-test: 
There are questions throughout the modules to prepare you for the final post-test. You 
must score at least 90 percent to pass and receive your validation. You may take the 
post-test as many times as necessary prior to Sept. 30, 2015. 

 
Validation: 
Once you’ve passed the post-test, you will immediately receive your validation 
certificate electronically and a copy will go to your local school district and the Ohio 
Department of Education. 
 

You will receive 30 contact hours for professional development based upon the content 
within the modules. 
To Register with STARS 
 

Navigate to education.ohio.gov, then select “SAFE”: 

 

 
 
 

If you do not have a SAFE account, select “Sign Up.” If you need additional assistance, 
please send an email to safe.admin@education.ohio.gov. 

http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Career-Tech/CTE-Middle-Grade-Programming
http://www.education.ohio.gov/
mailto:safe.admin@education.ohio.gov


 

Click: STARS V2.0 

 
 

Click: Event Search 

 
 

Type Event Name: Middle School Validation 
Change second Date to: 11/01/2015 
Click: Search 

 



 

 
 

Click: Event 
Click: Register for Selected Event 

 



 

 

Click to put checkmark: Next to Event 
Click: Next 

 

 
 
Click: Register 

 


