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It was a typical birthday family gathering. After cake came separate conversations by adults and children. Except this time when the adult talk turned to money and credit, Amanda Lively, a then-junior at Groveport Madison High School, chimed in, rattling off three major credit score providers. 

“I remember the silence and shock from everybody that I knew this information,” she said. “That’s when I first realized that I would and could use what I learned in my career center classes.”   

Amanda is a graduate of both Groveport Madison and the Financial Services program at Eastland Career Center (Groveport). When she started thinking about what she might want to do to earn a living, this career area seemed a natural fit because of her love of math and “because we didn’t have a lot of money when growing up…I wanted to change that.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]As a sophomore, she was torn between music and business.  She was the percussion leader in the Groveport Madison marching band. Amanda, who has a 3.92 GPA, feels she made the right choice. She is already on her way to personal responsible financial stewardship with 29 credits from Eastland and Hocking College (Nelsonville) that will transfer to Bowling Green State University, which has awarded her a $5,000-per-year academic scholarship. 

In addition to business and finance knowledge, she credits Eastland and the Business Professionals of America for honing her leadership and collaboration skills. These enabled Amanda to obtain internships with the City of Gahanna finance department and the Columbus Metropolitan Library and to expand her community service at a soup kitchen and with Special Olympics and Locks of Love, among others. 

“Eventually, I want to be the manager of a finance company and not just help myself but help others,” she said.

