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[bookmark: _GoBack]Mackenzie Marie Slicker’s grades from her freshman year at Washington High School (Massillon) seem impossibly disconnected from who she is now. The Class of 2015 member has a nearly perfect 4.0 GPA and nine Stark State Community College credit hours to transfer to her dream school – Miami University. 

It almost didn’t happen. Mackenzie’s story shakes out, in her words, like this:

“I didn’t care about grades or even school.  When I decided I wanted to try out a class in career-tech Exercise Science/Sports Medicine Program my sophomore year, the teacher, Brian Sifferlin, pulled up my grades on the computer, and I was embarrassed. He was not about to have a student like me in his class.  He made me go to every teacher and turn in missing assignments. He let me in.  It changed my life.  Mr. Sifferlin uses my story now to encourage other students to turn their lives around.”

Mackenzie says the combination of a teacher who made her work for what she wanted and connecting the relevance of studies to something in the real world made a difference.  A cheerleader and member of the varsity gymnastics team, she was athletic.  Her three years in Exercise Science/Sports Medicine enabled her to equalize who she was physically to who she was and could be mentally and altruistically. 

She stepped up her giving to others – through volunteering with the Salvation Army, Special Olympics, a soup kitchen, the YMCA and more. In addition to what she learned in classes, she did job shadowing at Aultman and Mercy hospitals and with athletic trainers at football games.  Her observation of a knee surgery propelled her career thoughts to orthopedic surgery. 

“Four years of undergrad, four years of med school and five years of residency,” Mackenzie rattled off, “and I will be an orthopedic surgeon.”
