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Kelsey Elizabeth McClure has been watching her dad work on cars since age 8, dirt bike riding since age 11 and driving her own crew cab truck since age 16.  Those who know the 18-year-old who stands at 5’7” and weighs 120 pounds don’t think it odd that she plans a career in automotive technology. 

She is the only girl in her Greenville High School Automotive Technology senior class. 

“When people think of the automotive industry, they only see mechanics working on cars day in and day out,” Kelsey said.  “It’s much more than that. It’s about looking up parts for technicians, helping customers and much more.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]The summer before her senior year, she started working as a parts department clerk at Dave Knapp Ford Lincoln in Greenville. The dealership offered her a job to stay on when she started her senior year, allowing her to earn money and reinforce her knowledge and skills while obtaining her high school diploma.  She graduates with a 3.8 GPA.

At the same time, Kelsey was active with SkillsUSA, working with a team of students who presented automotive technology information to various organizations and in competition.  Her team placed first in Ohio SkillsUSA in 2014 and fifth nationally that same year.  The team also placed first in state competition in 2015.

Kelsey plans to continue her studies with a $5,000-a-year, two-year scholarship at Sinclair Community College (Dayton) and continue on to receive a bachelor’s degree in automotive business from Southern Illinois University. 

“My career-tech class has enabled me to do something I love and opened my eyes to possibilities that are ahead of me,” she said. 


