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When most people hear the word “cosmetology,” they think of hair and nails. That’s just skimming the surface, according to Amanda Jean Smith, 17, of Washington High School (Massillon). Two years of cosmetology studies about anatomy, skin structure, body systems and chemistry are more relevant to her goal of becoming a nurse. 

With cosmetology education and training in her back pocket and a cosmetology license in hand, the 17-year-old honor student will be working her way towards a bachelor’s degree from Aultman College of Nursing and Health Sciences in Canton. She plans a specialty in neonatal nursing. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]“There is a stigma about career tech and especially about cosmetology,” Smith, who graduates with a 3.9 GPA, said. “While I can do all the things that most people associate with it, there is so much more.”

In addition to the science-related aspects of the field, she has honed her communication – talking and listening – skills. These were applied in many junior-senior-year experiences, including work with mentally challenged students, with the elderly and with staff and volunteers with her at the Humane Society. These skills and experiences are transferable to many careers, but especially her goal of nursing. 

“Manda is always upbeat, smiling and never complaining,” said Stephanie Craft, senior instructor.  “Even if she is having a rough day, you never know it.”


