Accessing Census Data
To determine percentage of preschool children with disabilities being served in comparison to general age population

 Purposes: 
• To get a list with numbers of children broken down by ages in any given county (or in some geographic areas by city)
• To obtain the number of children under the age of 5 in any given county (or in some geographic areas by city)
• To use the general population numbers as basis for determining the percent of 3-5 year olds identified as preschool children with disabilities being served and/or identified in any given county 
• To examine why the percent of preschool children with disabilities is not comparable to 5% of the general age population 

Historical trends in child count data submitted to the federal Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) over the years indicate that approximately 5% of the preschool population in Ohio has been identified as children with disabilities. 

To assist in projecting trends and identify current trends, districts are encouraged to examine the number of preschool children with disabilities being served in comparison to the total age group population. Should the percent of preschool children with disabilities far exceed the 5% rule of thumb or is far below the 5% general rule, the district would analyze the data to see if there are any trends apparent in the data and the possible reasons why the percentage varies from the state average. 

Some components that may be evaluated in conjunction with a higher or lower percentage of preschool children with disabilities being served: 
• Evaluation processes 
• Child Find processes 
• Interagency agreements 
• Community relationships 
• Community characteristics 

The following reference is provided to assist districts in this comparison.
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Access the US Census Site:	 http://factfinder2.census.gov

From the main page:

Click 	Advanced Search

Click	 SHOW ME ALL

	Follow the directions 1, 2 and 3 to: 

Enter topic “Single Years of Age and Sex: 2010”
Enter state, county or place e.g. “Hamilton County, Ohio”
Click GO

Click the box to the left of the table to you want to view.  There may be more than one that meets your search parameters.

Click 	View

Your table may be printed or downloaded from this point. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]See Census Data Sample PDF




