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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you for the opportunity to present today on assessment in early learning environments. 

The Ohio Department of Education (ODE) will share important information regarding the implementation of Ohio’s Early Learning Assessment so that participants will understand the following about the ELA: ELA framework, training requirements, reporting requirements, online KReady system roles, and the system of support.
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Today’s Session Topics
Birth through Age 5

Position on Early Childhood Assessment

Ohio’s Early Learning Assessment
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Birth through Age 5

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Birth to age 5 is a very productive time in a child’s learning and the right early learning experiences can do much to prepare a child for school, including assessment. The Ohio Early Learning & Development Standards support the development and well-being of young children and guide the design and implementation of curriculum, assessment and instructional practices with young children. 
 
This session will focus on the foundations and principles of early childhood observation and assessment as it relates to Ohio’s Early Childhood Comprehensive Assessment System.  Ohio’s Early Childhood Comprehensive Assessment System allows for showing growth overtime and is designed to support all children’s development and academic achievement.  
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Birth through Age 5

Brain 
Development 

Matters

Relationships 
Matter

Environments 
Matter

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Environments matter

Relationships matter

Brain development matters
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Reflection

What do you think of when 
you hear the word

assessment?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As you engage in this session, we invite you to think about the children in your care. Reflect on what they know. Consider what they wonder about. Think about how you, as an early childhood educator, can best support each child to ensure that he or she develops a strong, solid foundation for school and life.
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Early Childhood Assessment

Assessment is:
Authentic

Observational
Formative

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The foundations and principals of observation and assessment of young children in their settings as we see it is a trifecta of early childhood assessment: authentic, formative, observational assessment.
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What is Authentic Assessment in 
early childhood?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What is Authentic Assessment in early childhood?  Pair share.

We can learn at least five key attributes of children when we observe them closely:
Their interests and preferences
Their developmental progress
Their strategies for creating learning
Their skills and accomplishments
Their personalities and temperaments
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What is Authentic Assessment in 
Early Childhood?

Embedded in 
learning

Engaging in 
a real life 
activity

Observation
Based

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Did you consider these three key points? Three key points to remember/consider are:

Key Point 1: Observation based	
Key Point 2: Engaged in real life activities
Key Point 3: Embedding in learning

Make sure to define ‘authentic’.
 
What is Authentic? “Authentic” assessment and observation in early childhood programs takes place inside or outside while children are engaging in chosen activities, working with familiar materials or people. Authentic observation examines the whole child, looking at multiple domains of development, skills, knowledge and behaviors

The purpose of observation is assessment to determine the developmental level of each child in the multiple domains. 
This knowledge is what determines the specific types and formats of the learning activities in the classroom.

Children should be observed at any time during the day, all parts of the schedule would provide useful opportunities to observe
It’s important to always be vigilant so that spontaneous observations are common and to plan carefully to observe daily so that it is part of the teacher’s practice. Both types of observation can provide critical information to assist in targeting students’ skills.
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What is Observational 
Assessment?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What is observational assessment?  Pair share.
Observing children on a regular, ongoing basis
Observe children engaging in child directed, every day routines and familiar activities with friends
Taking objective and accurate notes, keeping it brief
Document with notes, photo or children’s work samples as evidence

Observation, if not already part of daily practice, should be a regular, daily practice
Observation should be ongoing, targeting every child in the classroom on a scheduled basis
Children should be observed during their regular activities, engaging with each other and materials

Incorporating multiple sources of information
Reflect on notes and evidence based on multiple domains
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What is Observational Assessment?

Opportunity 
to identify 
areas of 

need

Opportunity 
to identify 
interests

Opportunity 
to identify 
emerging 

skills

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Did you consider these three key points? Three key points to remember/consider are:

Key Point 1: Opportunity to identify emerging skills
Key Point 2: Opportunity to identify  interests
Key Point 3: Opportunity to identify areas of need

What is observation?
What does authentic observation mean?
How does it work?
What is the purpose?
What are you looking for?
When should you observe children?
Planned or spontaneous?

Evidence should be collected to document growth: notes, photos, work samples
Ask parents, other teachers what they have observed
Reflection should also part of daily practice, reflecting on the information gleaned from observations is critical
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What is Formative Assessment?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
An important point to keep in mind about formative assessment is that it is a process of collecting data, reflecting on the data, and using the data to make informed decisions. It something a teacher does, not the child.  It is about how the teacher and the environment supports children in their learning and development, not about what the child does.  The child doesn’t perform formative assessment, the teacher does this by observing the child in the environment.  This is information the teacher can immediately use to adjust and inform their planning of activities as well as the environment.
Observation is the primary mode of formative assessment used in most early childhood situations.

This is a process, not a test.
The process involves gathering data, reflecting on data and using data to plan activities and changes to the environment that further learning and development.
Teachers should be designing their environment so that children are able to grow in all skills at their own pace.


Teachers should not pull children out of their daily activities to give them tests and have them perform.  If needed, teachers should be including activities into their daily schedule that give children the opportunity to demonstrate their skills, knowledge and behaviors.
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What is Formative Assessment?

Focus on 
next steps

Function  of 
the evidenceProcess

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Did you talk about these key points to formative assessment?

Key Point 1: Process	
Key Point 2: Function of the evidence
Key Point 3: Focus on next steps

Points participants may highlight:
Is a PROCESS, not a test
Happens during instruction
Serves to improve teaching/learning
Used immediately to inform instruction
Used to make adjustments to create new learning for the child.

Reference:  Formative Assessment for Students and Teachers State Collaborative on Assessment and Student Standards. This is a national organization formed and maintained by the Council of Chief State School Officers, of which Ohio is a member state. 
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Our Position on 
Early Childhood Assessment

• Assessment should be formative, authentic and 
developmentally appropriate

• Assessment should focus on both academic and 
developmental areas 

• Assessment should allow us to observe child 
progress on a continuum

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Assessment should be considered critical to the teaching and learning process.  Because of its importance in the curriculum and instruction cycle, we have a position on early childhood assessment.

Assessment should be formative, authentic and developmentally appropriate
Assessment should focus on both academic and developmental areas 
Assessment should allow us to observe child progress on a continuum




14

• Assessment should show us how learning is 
demonstrated differently for each child

• Assessment should support planning and 
implementing high quality learning experiences

• Assessment should allow teachers to reflect on 
the quality of their practice 

Our Position on 
Early Childhood Assessment

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Assessment should show us how learning is demonstrated differently for each child
Assessment should support planning and implementing high quality learning experiences
Assessment should allow teachers to reflect on the quality of their practice 
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• Assessment data should provide evidence of 
accountability

• Assessment data should provide the evidence of 
a child’s learning and development

• Assessment data should be shared with families
• Assessment data should guide teacher practice
• Assessment data should inform program goals

Our Position on 
Early Childhood Assessment

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Assessment data should provide evidence of accountability
Assessment data should provide the evidence of a child’s learning and development
Assessment data should be shared with families
Assessment data should guide teacher practice
Assessment data should inform program goals

Assessment is not a bad word!
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“Observation is a process used by early childhood 
educators to watch, listen to, and record children’s 
actions, facial expressions, body language, sounds, 
words, and gestures…

Observation helps teachers get to know children so 
that they can build positive relationships with them. 
Observation provides information teachers can use 
to understand what and how a child is thinking, 
feeling, and learning and plan ways to support and 
enhance the child’s development of skills in all 
domains.”  - NAEYC (2014)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Early childhood professionals know and use methods of observation and assessment and communicate results to parents and other professionals so that children’s growth and development are supported. High-quality, balanced assessment systems provide education stakeholders with the necessary information to adapt the learning process at various levels to meet the needs of each and every student (Gallup, 2016).  
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Observing Young Children: Why?

• Each child is unique! 
• Gain insights into a child’s thinking
• See how children are developing and learning
• Witness a child’s depth of knowledge and 

understanding
• Provide documentation
• Use the information to appropriately challenge 

and support children 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So why observe young children? Pose the question first.
Table talk. Group share.
Share this list.

How, when, and where do we observe young children? Table talk. Group share. Share the following slides.
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Observing Young Children: How?

• Watch and listen…listen and watch
• Include different types of observation
• Focus on objectivity—just the facts!
• Avoid making assumptions and comparisons
• Use the information to enhance learning and 

development 
• Give time and space for children to show their learning 

and development 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Share different types of observation:
timed sampling where you record what happens during a set period of time
event sampling where you figure out what specific events you’d like to watch and look for them in the natural environment
tallies to look at the frequency in which things happen. 
checklists too where you’ve defined a list of exactly what you’re going to be looking for. 
note that many observations include a written narrative that the observer writes after conducting an observation to help the observer make sense of what was seen.

Remind teachers that for the Kindergarten Readiness Assessment, you’ll be using a set rubric with three levels of proficiency and clearly delineated criteria within each of these levels. 

Encourage teachers to take notes as they observe to further help inform your instruction after the observation.  

Remind them to focus on objectivity—just the facts while avoiding assumptions about what a child will do or comparing one child to another. The rubric is intended to objectively delineate the criteria that a child should demonstrate. Teachers should know exactly what they are looking for when they plan their observations. The rubric spells out the criteria in each of the three proficiency levels.
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Observing Young Children: 
Types of Observations

Spontaneous observations
• Informal

• Routines, discussions, activities

Planned observations
• Formal and informal observations 
• Intentional
• Specific goals in mind
• Concrete evidence of skills in action
• See what and how a child learns

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Researchers have called observing “windows on learning”—a way to see what children know, understand, and are able to do.1 As you know, teachers are constantly observing children throughout the school day. Many times these observations are spontaneous. These observations can happen during everyday classroom routines, discussions, or activities. Other times, teachers plan observations and are intentional about what they are observing, having a specific goal in mind for what they will observe and when. These planned observations are more intentional, and typically have specific goals in mind—focusing in on a specific behavior or ability. These planned observations provide documentation or concrete evidence of skills in action. Teachers can watch and listen to what and how a child is learning.
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Planned Observations

• Planned observations are key for formal 
assessment using observation

• See what a child can do, what the child 
has the potential to do, and how to help 
support that child’s growth

• Focus on a specific behavior or ability

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note: on the Kindergarten Readiness Assessment there are observational items that each focus on a specific behavior or skill.
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• Identify when and where you will conduct the 
observations. 

• Note this on the planning sheet. 

Planning for Observation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Remind teachers that planning when and where each item fits will help with ensuring that your observations occur in the most natural setting possible for when children are most likely to be demonstrating the target skill or behavior.
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Questions to consider:
Will I conduct this observation during a specific 
learning activity such as during a specific center? 

During calendar time? 

During transition time? During story time? During 
circle time? Can I observe this on the playground? 
etc.

Planning for Observation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Remind teachers that planning when and where each item fits will help with ensuring that your observations occur in the most natural setting possible for when children are most likely to be demonstrating the target skill or behavior.
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Observation and Assessment

• Observational 
rubrics

• Validity

• Reliability

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In early learning for both preschool and kindergarten, teachers will be administering assessments that use observational rubrics.  Teachers the opportunity to develop the skills necessary to use these rubrics effectively and without bias is very important. It takes time and practice to get proficient with observational rubrics and teachers in the field have little time to get up to speed on this skill.

Understanding validity and reliability and how to ensure these aspects of rubrics is also very important. Precious few programs address these assessment concepts, but the use of observational rubrics and performance assessment require that teachers are familiar with these terms and understand how to use a rubric in a way that ensures these outcomes. 

Both the formative and summative assessments will rely upon multiple measures to ensure developmental appropriateness and to allow children multiple opportunities to demonstrate mastery of standards over time. Guided recorded observation
Portfolio (Art)
Performance tasks
Developmental checklists
On-demand items
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Reflection
How do you currently use information gathered through 
formative assessments, observation, and other 
techniques to guide instruction, make ongoing 
adjustment to instruction, and to further develop your 
understanding of children’s skills?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Allow participants time to reflect on this individually, and share with a shoulder partner or table.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ohio’s Early Learning Assessment
Assessment Framework
The Early Learning Assessment is the component of Ohio’s Early Childhood Assessment System that reaches the youngest children. This assessment begins with three-year olds thru 5 year old period.
The Early Learning Assessment measures seven domains of growth and development. Within these seven domains of growth and development, there are 32 different learning progressions or areas of learning that are assessed. 
 
Full
10 Learning Progressions
Evidence
For each of the 10 learning progressions, required users must:
Gather a minimum of one piece of evidence for each observational rubric
Assign a score for each observational rubric
If a score can not be assigned to a particular observational rubric, then score it an “N”
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Assessment System Components

Early Learning 
Assessment 

3-K

Kindergarten 
Readiness 

Assessment

ELA Expanded 
Learning 

Progressions

Online Reporting 
System

Professional 
DevelopmentComprehensive 

Assessment 
System

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Assessment System Components
This graphic shows the components of the Ready for Kindergarten comprehensive assessment system:
The ELA is part of the comprehensive system that Ohio has partnered with Maryland to develop.  Let’s walk through the different components:

The ELA 3-K is the assessment you are learning about today.  It is a formative assessment that is used to assess preschool children.

The KRA is the kindergarten readiness assessment. The KRA consists of items across the same domains and learning progressions as the ELA, but is a snapshot of development/skills/knowledge at a point in time around 60 months of typical development.

The ELA Expanded Learning Progressions extend the SKB rubrics to allow for the assessment  of children who are not developing typically, not exhibiting functional skills to the SKBs of Levels 1-5.

The online reporting system will be available to record data for  all assessments and allow things such as parent reports to be printed.

The Professional Development is a big component of the system.  This will allow for teachers to receive reliable training on the assessments and access supports for implementation.
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Support children’s development and academic 
achievement to improve educational outcomes

Measure the progress of children in all areas 
of school readiness

Ready for Kindergarten Goals

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Ready for Kindergarten Assessment System provides a comprehensive assessment that is aligned to the Ohio Early Learning Standards and measures the essential domains of school readiness

It is aligned to the Kindergarten Readiness Assessment which allows for showing growth over time and it is designed to support children’s development and academic achievement to improve educational outcomes�
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Early Learning Assessment and 
the Kindergarten Readiness 

Assessment
• Both are formative assessments
• Both are aligned with the Early Learning 

Development Standards
• KRA is required for all kindergarten 

students
• Early Learning Assessment is for early 

preschool through kindergarten
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• Early preschool through kindergarten

• 7 Domains of growth and development

• 32 Learning Progressions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Early Learning Assessment is the component of Ohio’s Early Childhood Assessment System that reaches the youngest children. This assessment begins with three-year olds thru 5 year old period.

The Early Learning Assessment measures seven domains of growth and development. Within these seven domains of growth and development, there are 32 different learning progressions or areas of learning that are assessed. 
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Seven Domains on the Early 
Learning Assessment

• Social Foundations
• Language and Literacy
• Mathematics
• Science
• Social Studies
• Physical Well-being and Motor 

Development
• Fine Arts

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are the seven domains assessed using the Early Learning Assessment.
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Early Learning Assessment 
Framework

Areas Learning 
Progressions

Skills, Knowledge, 
Behavior

Social Foundations 9 14

Language and Literacy 7 18
Mathematics 5 15

Science 1 1
Social Studies 2 2

Physical Well-Being and Motor 
Development 4 9

Fine Arts 4 13

Total 32 73

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are a total of 32 Learning Progressions in the ELA.  There are 28 Learning Progressions (32 minus the fine arts= 28) that define the knowledge and skills representing typical development for preschool children across the 6 domains required in Ohio (fine arts not required).  
The skills chosen to become learning progressions were selected by a nationally-recognized technical advisory committee in partnership with the OH and MD departments of education as well as ODJFS.  They were selected based on research on skills known to be most predictive of kindergarten readiness and later academic school success.

This table illustrates the number of learning progressions and skills, knowledge or behaviors within the learning progressions that are available in the ELA.  �
Ask teachers about their familiarity with the assessment. Mention that it's critical to study the assessment and prepare for implementation. The more familiar a teacher is with the content the easier it will be to assess and enter the data.
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10 Required Progressions Framework 

Areas Learning 
Progressions

Skills, 
Knowledge, 

Behavior

Social Foundations 3 6
Language and Literacy 3 7

Mathematics 1 5

Physical Well-Being and 
Motor Development 3 6

Total 10 24

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Although there are 32 different areas of learning in the entire assessment, the requirement for administration is just for these ten. Each learning progression has a number of observational rubrics or skills, knowledge and behaviors that are  used to help teachers identify the pace of growth and development of children. 
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10 Required Learning Progressions
1. Relationships with adults
2. Awareness and expression of 

emotion
3. Cooperation with peers
4. Communication
5. Phonological awareness
6. Vocabulary
7. Number Sense
8. Coordination-small motor
9. Personal care tasks
10. Safety and injury prevention

Social 
Foundations 
Domain

Language & 
Literacy Domain

Mathematics Domain

Physical Well-
Being and Motor 
Development 
Domain

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This slide shows the required Learning Progressions for administration of the Early Learning Assessment by learning progression.   These 10 learning progressions come from the Social Foundations, Physical Well-Being and Motor Development, Language & Literacy, and Mathematics Domains.  The following slides further define the skills, knowledge, and behaviors teachers support and assess within these ten learning progressions from four domains of learning and development.  
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Social Foundations Domain
Required Learning Progressions and SKBs within 
this domain include:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Much like the foundations of our homes, social foundations support our children as they interact with and learn about the world around them. They involve social-emotional skills, approaches to learning, and other foundations that researchers call executive functioning. Together, these skills form the foundations children need to thrive in school and in life in the 21st Century.

Social Foundations:  focuses on personal and social development, including engagement in learning and interactions with others.
�These are the three required Learning Progressions for Social Foundations in the Early Learning Assessment.
Awareness and Expression of Emotion: Identifies and labels emotions of self and others and responds with empathy to others’ expressions of emotion.
Cooperation with peers: Uses cooperative behavior in interactions with peers.
Relationships with adults: Seeks emotional support and guidance from familiar adults.

There are also these LPs in this domain:
Conflict Resolution, Self Control, Persistence, Working Memory, Problem Solving and Initiative
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Language and Literacy
Required Learning Progressions and SKBs within 
this domain include:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Language and Literacy:  focuses on children’s language development and is the foundation for early literacy skills in speaking, listening, reading and writing.

These are the three required Learning Progressions for Language and Literacy on the Early Learning 
Assessment.

Phonological Awareness: Demonstrate  an awareness of the sound structures of spoken language, including rhymes, syllables, and phonemes.
Communication: Communicates with adults and peers for a variety of purposes in different situation.
Vocabulary: Acquires word meaning and understands word relationships.

This domain also includes learning progressions in: 
Story/Text Comprehension, Emergent Writing, and Grammar
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Mathematics Domain
Required Learning Progressions and SKBs within 
this domain include:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Without knowing it, young children practice and sharpen math skills all the time. They sort toys, count how long it takes to run across the park, and note how tall they are in comparison with the family and friends. All of these things, simple as they seem, pave the way to later success not only in math but also reading and science, studies show.

Mathematics:  focuses on children’s foundational understanding of numeracy, measurement, shapes and classification.

The only required Learning Progression for Mathematics is Number Sense.

Number Sense: Demonstrates knowledge of number names, one-to-one correspondence ,count sequence, and the relationships among written numerals, quantity and cardinality.
Number Operations: Demonstrates the ability to solve increasingly complex addition problems.
Classification: Demonstrates the ability to sort and classify objects. 
Measurement: Demonstrates the ability to identify and compare objects by one measureable attribute
Shapes: Demonstrates knowledge of two- and three-dimensional shapes.
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Physical Well Being and Motor 
Development

Required Learning Progressions and SKBs for this 
include:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Physical Well-Being and Motor Development:  addresses children’s awareness of their coordination and movement and of healthy lifestyles, including personal care and awareness of safety for themselves and others.
Coordination Large Motor: Moves whole body  and body parts with increasing control, coordination and balance.
Coordination Small Motor: Demonstrates the ability to use small muscles to perform fine motor skills in play and learning situations.
Safety and Prevention: Demonstrates the ability to apply basic safety rules and consequences of unsafe behavior at home, and community.
Personal Care Tasks: Performs an increasing number of personal care tasks and basic health practices with decreasing reliance on adult support. 

Physical Well Being and Motor Development are important aspects of a child’s overall development. As a children grow and develop they build a foundation for healthy living.
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Science

Learning Progressions for this domain 
include: 

 Inquiry and Observation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are no required Learning Progressions for Science in the Early Learning Assessment.
Young Children are natural scientists, exploring the world around them, asking questions, taking risks, and seeking to make sense of what they see and experience. When our children have a chance to observe and experiment with the world around them, their ability to do what real scientist do-predict, reason, problem-solve, and innovate-increase and stays with them as they move through school and life.

Science:  focuses on children’s capacity to observe and investigate their surroundings.


Explore , Examine, And Investigate: Explores object and people and expands ability to gather and communicate information.
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Social Studies

Learning Progressions for this domain 
include:
 Responsible Behavior
 Events in the Context of Time

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are no required Learning Progressions for Social Studies in the Early Learning Assessment.
In early childhood, social studies explores what is meant to live not only in a family but also in a neighborhood, community, and larger world. Through social studies children learn some of life’s most important lessons, including the role of rules in promoting things like fairness, safety, and order. They also learn how to follow rules, how to appreciate and celebrate individual differences, how to think critically and creativity, and the difference between past, present, and future.

Social Studies:  addresses children’s relationships with various people in their communities and the context in which different people interact.  Includes children’s basic understanding of the concepts of past, present, and future in the context of their lives.

Responsible Behavior: Demonstrates ability to respond to adult requests and expectations.
Events in the Context of Time: Demonstrations awareness of steps in familiar routines.
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Fine Arts

Learning Progressions for this include: 
 Music
 Visual Arts
 Theater
 Dance

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are no required Learning Progressions for Fine Arts in the Early Learning Assessment.
Fine Arts:  focuses on creativity and expression through song, art, dance, and dramatic play.  This area is not required in Ohio but is optional, if programs decide to use the complete ELA to meet their requirements for ongoing assessment.
 Fine Arts:  Through the arts, our children experiment, think creativity, solve problems, work collaboratively, and develop other skills that are critical to school, work, and life in the 21st century. Repeats rhythmic patterns with decreasing reliance on adult support and expands ability develops awareness of and responds to the characteristics of musical sounds through singing and playing instruments.
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Individualize learning
Track learning progress

Ensure on path to readiness
Gather required federal data

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Because we have one assessment that everyone can use and report to one source, the Early Learning Assessment will allow for the following:

Teachers will be able to�Track children’s learning trajectories (milestones, progress)
The ELA provides a comprehensive assessment that is aligned to the Ohio Early Learning Standards and measures the essential domains of school readiness
Individualize learning opportunities and plan for intervention
Gather data to inform the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act required Early Childhood Outcomes aligned to the Office of Special Education Programs federal requirements to measure the 3 categories of child outcomes 
1. Positive social-emotional skills (including social relationships)
2. Acquisition and use of knowledge and skills (including early language/communication [and early literacy])
3. Use of appropriate behaviors to meet their needs. 
Ensure that children are on the path for kindergarten readiness
Aligned to the Kindergarten Readiness Assessment which allows for showing growth over time
Gather required federal data
ELA is a consistent tool that is used across Ohio that allows for tracking progress of children over time 
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Early Learning Assessment 
Guidance

ODE-licensed preschool 
programs

ODJFS-licensed preschool 
programs

 All ECE funded children in 
programs that are receiving ECE 
funding

 All PSE funded children in 
programs that are PSE providers

 All ECE funded children in 
programs that are receiving ECE 
funding

 All PSE funded children in 
programs that are PSE providers

Further guidance will be forthcoming.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All programs are welcome to use the ELA, only those programs with ECE and PSE funded children are required to use the assessment.  



43

Early Learning Assessment Use in 
SUTQ Programs

The 10 minimum Learning Progressions will not meet the 
Step Up to Quality requirement for a comprehensive 
assessment. 
Programs who already use a comprehensive assessment 
aligned to a curriculum may continue to use that 
assessment to meet this requirement for SUTQ. 
Alternatively, these programs could also use the full Early 
Learning Assessment (28 Learning Progressions without 
the Fine Arts, 32 Learning Progressions including the Fine 
Arts). 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Please note that the 10 minimum Learning Progressions will not meet the Step Up to Quality requirement for a comprehensive assessment. 
Programs who already use a comprehensive assessment aligned to a curriculum may continue to use that assessment to meet this requirement for SUTQ. 
Alternatively, these programs could also use the full Early Learning Assessment (28 Learning Progressions without the Fine Arts, 32 Learning Progressions including the Fine Arts). 
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ELA Reporting Requirements 
2017-2018

PSE funded children

ECE funded children

ODE-licensed programs ODJFS-licensed programs

10 Required Learning Progressions

EAS

EMIS

Which 
programs?

Who?

What data?

Where?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Currently, the reporting requirements for ODE and JFS licensed programs are for those ECE and PSE funded children and to meet that requirement only 10 learning progressions are needed to successfully report. EMIS and EAS are the two main data warehouse systems that are used to collect and store ELA data. 

It is helpful to know that requirements for reporting ELA data will change for fall and we are still working on finalizing those requirements. Please stayed tuned for further direction. In addition, we are developing a new online system (Kready Online) that will replace the known bridge form. These efforts are still in the works and we hope will be fully functional come fall. Stay tuned for further information regarding that as well. 

All programs may use the ELA.  Only ODE-licensed and ODJFS-licensed programs are required to report on the ELA.  These programs must reporting the 10 Required Learning Progressions on ECE and PSE funded children to either EMIS or EAS.  The ELA Reporting Decision Tree is helpful for programs to learn where to reporting ELA data.  

(if someone asks you can share this) 
Additionally, know that the technology training for this new online system is available for ODE audiences and is still pending for JFS audiences. 
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ELA Reporting Decision Tree

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Describe information derived from Decision Tree
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Administration Guidance
Assessment Window Reporting Window

Fall: Aug. 15 – Nov. 14 
(required for reporting)

Winter: Nov. 15 – Feb. 14 
(ongoing for best practice)

Spring: Feb. 15 – May 14 
(required for reporting)

Summer: May 15 – Aug. 14 
(ongoing for best practice)

The reporting windows are 
determined by the Education 

Management Information 
System (EMIS) and Enterprise 

Application System (EAS).  

As of this presentation:
April 7 through June 30, 2017

emis@education.ohio.gov

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The assessment of young children is ongoing. The purpose of the ELA is to determine the current developmental level of rapidly growing children. As such, results are required to be reported at a minimum of twice per year during the assessment windows.� 
Assessment Windows Time Frame Assessment Requirements
Fall
Aug. 15 – Nov. 14
Required for reporting
Winter
Nov. 15 – Feb. 14
Ongoing for best practice
Spring
Feb. 15 – May 14
Required for reporting
Summer
May 15 – Aug.14
Ongoing for best practice
 �The assessment window is a period of time when teachers collect data. The reporting window is a period of time when programs enter the data into the EMIS or EAS reporting system. �Since assessment is ongoing and connected to the teaching and learning process, the state requires reporting assessment data twice each year – once in the fall and once in the spring.�We strongly recommended that teachers collect data throughout the year, even during winter and summer, for a fuller assessment of the child’s progress.�


mailto:emis@education.ohio.gov
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• For each of the 10 learning progressions, 
required users must:
– Gather a minimum of one piece of 

evidence for each observational rubric
– Assign a score for each observational 

rubric
• If a score can not be assigned to a 

particular observational rubric, then 
score it an “N”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For each of the 10 learning progressions, required users must:
Gather a minimum of one piece of evidence for each observational rubric
Assign a score for each observational rubric
If a score can not be assigned to a particular observational rubric, then score it an “N”
If they use a score of N then they will need to identify a reason code that will need to be communicated to their DM's. or those entering into EMIS/EAS. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a sample SKB. It shows the Domain – Social Foundations
The Strand – Social Emotional
The Learning Progression – Awareness and Expression of Emotion
And the SKB – Emotion Identification

The Sample Learning Progressions define a series of skills, knowledge, or behaviors that children develop between the ages of 3-5, including children who may be at earlier developmental levels than their peers.

This sample displays levels A-D that represents developmental stages to account for children who may be at earlier developmental levels, including children with IEP’s and children who are English Language Learners.

Lets look at an example: “Attends to *emotional expression of others”…Daphne looked intently @ at child who was crying. She did not necessarily respond with empathy. So Daphne is a level A
Another example, …”When I smiled @ Cameron he smiled back…..therefore Cameron was able to…. “Changes responses in relation to emotional expression of others.

Lets look at some examples from Levels 1-5 which represents milestones of typical child’s development: Levels 1, 4, & 5 represents the milestone at approximately three years of age (Level 1), at entry to Kindergarten (Level4), and at entry to Kindergarten is  (Level 5). 

Examples of observable behaviors associated with each developmental level are also provided. The example identify only one or two of many behaviors that child might exhibit as evidence of a particular level of development.

See example: of Level 1 (which is approx. 3 years of age Meredith pointed to Billy and said, “Billy sad” Billy’s mother had just left the room, and he was standing by the door and crying.
See example: of Level 3  ( which is approx. 3 years of age) Holly said, “ I get mad when my sister messes up my drawings. “ I asked . “What do you do when you get mad? Holly said, “ I tell my mom, and she tells my sister to play with something else.
So the level descriptors further clarify which specific aspects of the SKBs the teacher should look for in an observation.
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Full Range Learning Progression

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Developmental Levels are represented on this slide. The Learning Progressions span the typical range of development from early preschool through kindergarten. The developmental levels A-D precedes level 1 (which is at approximately 3 years of age) to account for children who may be at earlier developmental levels, including children with an IEP and children who are English Language Learners. 

This assessment takes into account the knowledge that development of any skill development of any skill will vary greatly by child.  For many areas of child development, we know that development is anything but linear or predictable in terms of “steps or growth. We also know that typical child development spans fairly age bands (depending on the skill).

 If documentation and evidence do not clearly support the determination of a level, continue to gather information and evidence until a rating can be determined. If it is clear from the  documentation and evidence that the child has not yet consistently shown the behavior/performance of the earliest level description, enter a rating of “ N” Non-Scoreable” or “Not Yet Evident”.
At least one piece of evidence is required for each SKBs rated. Evidence may include anecdotal notes, photos, videos, or audio recordings.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Observation: one way to collect evidence
Authentic: the manner in which the teacher observes and collects the evidence while the child is engaged in learning (non-intrusive)
Formative: an ongoing process in which the focus is on the evidence and the action or next steps needed to make improvements (feedback, immediate, short term, long term)
 
Assessment functions formatively when teachers and learners make decisions based on the “evidence.”  Decision making is at the heart of assessment; evidence is needed to make those decisions. 

The three points of the triangle show that evidence is gleaned/elicited/collected/gathered through observation; the evidence collected must be authentic (not forced or contrived); and because evidence is at the heart of decision making in that it serves to improve instructional decisions, it is formative. 
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Teachers are trained to reliably administer 
the assessment for more accurate results

Scores move with them from program to 
program within the KReady online system

Use of the assessment allows for a common 
measure for pre-k through kindergarten

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Teachers are trained to reliably administer the assessment for more accurate results
All teachers are required to go through this training and later in the year engage in a content and simulator assessment to assure that they will be administering the assessment reliably.  With other assessments, sometimes the training is not administered in the same way so there way be differences in the way the assessment is administered from program to program, even if they are using the same assessment

Children scores move with them from program to program within the KReady online system
Another benefit with this assessment is the ability to share children’s score information with another program if they move or when they transition from a pre-k setting to kindergarten.  This allows teachers to review information and continue to support children where they are currently with their learning and development.

Use of ELA allows for a common measure for pre-k through kindergarten to provide statewide information.
This assessment allows for tracking of statewide information on children from pre-k through kindergarten because it is using the same assessment.  This helps answer important questions the public may have about the benefits of early childhood.

Let’s take a look at the Ready for Kindergarten online system, also called Kready for short.  
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Ready for Kindergarten 
(KReady) Online System

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Show Video 
ELA Technology Overview video - https://player.vimeo.com/video/213528932
Ready for Kindergarten online system (KReady)
Roles
Assessment Data Manager-identified in the Ohio Educational Directory System or OCLQS (??)
Data Manager account in KReady
Responsible for all data loaded in KReady for program
Load Teachers to create accounts
Load Students to the system
Load Enrollment to link up students-teachers-organization
Learning Progression Report
Tips and Considerations for collaborating with other organizations if children are attending multiple programs or are attending a DD or ESC but the district of residence reports scores 
Resources for Data Managers
Teacher Account in KReady
Show ELA video teacher technology training
Resources for Teachers 
 Emphasize the importance of relationships, communication, training, etc. 
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Data Manager Accounts

Add Teachers to create accounts

Add Students to the system

Add Enrollment to link up 
students-teachers-organizations

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A data manager is the individual who has access to teacher and student demographic information. It is this person’s responsibility for adding teachers, students, and enrollment data to the Ready for Kindergarten Online system. You have to be registered in the Ready for Kindergarten online system as a data manager in order to enter or access any data.

To get access, an individual must be selected by the school or district to serve in this capacity. Each participating school or district must assign an Assessment Data Manager-Preschool and Kindergarten in the Ohio Educational Directory System (OEDS). 

Further information including upcoming data manager trainings will be coming soon.  
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Teacher Accounts

Create groups of children

Create activities to include SKBs to 
observe, assign activities to children

Assign SKB performance level 
ratings to individual children

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Teachers are able to create groups of children, create activities to include SKBs to observe and assign activities to children, and they can assign SKB performance level ratings to individual children, among many other functions.  

Additionally, know that the technology training for this new online system is available for ODE audiences and is still pending for JFS audiences. 
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Proposed EC-CAS Timeline

2016 2017

2011-2016
DEVELOPMENT, PILOT 

TESTING, 
FIELD TESTING, FULL 

IMPLEMENTATION (paper pencil)

2016-2017
PILOT (KReady system)

FULL IMPLEMENTATION (paper 
pencil)

2017/2018
FULL IMPLEMENTATION 

and use of KREADY ONLINE 
SYSTEM

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a proposed timeline and lots of variables exist. Please stay tuned for further direction on the use and reporting of ELA data and use of the online Kready system.  
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Early Learning Assessment

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This assessment was developed to ensure that to the greatest extend possible, all children regardless of ability would be able to demonstrate their skills and knowledge related items in the assessment. When necessary, adaptations may be  needed.  Adaptations are supports that are used on a routine basis with the child, and are not specified to the ELA, thus they can be used when considering the score of A-D or 1-5. Adaptations are used to ensure that children with disabilities are assessed in ways that measure ability, rather than disability, while at the same time, not changing the area being assessed. Teachers should also not prompt, model or used physical guidance to obtain a desired behavior from a child.
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Universal Design

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Assessment items developed so that the progressions are written in a way that does not preclude most children with disabilities, or children who are English Language Learners or Dual Language Learners

Access to allowable supports should still be available for children if they regularly use them in the classroom or they are listed on their IEP
 
Universal design for learning is a set of principles that are used to ensure that all children are given equal opportunities to learn.
It has been developed on the premise that formative assessment process is not a single event or measurement. Instead, it is an ongoing, planned, and intentional practice to evaluate learning. 
The Early Learning Assessment includes accommodations for all students and align with State Standards.
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English Language Learners

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The assessment is designed so English Language Learners may be assessed

Teachers should reflect on what each learning progression is measuring regardless of language

This assessment is appropriate for young English Language Learners. For example, when thinking about how children relate to peers, it is not necessary for the teacher to understand what is being said between to children, but observing how they interact (changing your lens)
The English Language Learner Modules also are a great resource to help support working with young  ELLs.
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System of Support

Presenter
Presentation Notes
System of Support for the ELA
ODE, ODJFS, JHU, OCCRRA & OPR, K12 Help Desk
SSTs and R&Rs, SUTQ program specialists
Program Administrators-locally 
Teaching staff and other educators-locally
Families and caregivers
Children
 To learn more about the important role Administrators play and their understanding of early learning assessment and observation, please go to Christina’s session.

Take a tour of Webpages (ODE’s ELSR page for ELA, K12 Help Desk, Data Manager webpage)
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EARLY LEARNING 
ASSESSMENT HELP DESK

844-K12-OHIO
(844-512-6446)

https://www.ohio-k12.help/
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Reflection
What is your role in the comprehensive early 
childhood assessment system?

Who supports you?

Who do you support?

What additional support is needed?
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Early Learning Assessment

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Early Learning Assessment is intended to be a process through which Early Learning Childhood teachers collect and use assessment information to tailor instruction to the individual needs of each child.
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Final Reflection and 
Check for Understanding

Exit Ticket: Muddiest Point

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The purpose of assessment in early childhood education is to facilitate instruction.  Children enter Kindergarten with varying levels of readiness. Some children have had strong early learning experiences and come to Kindergarten ready to learn, with a solid foundation in all developmental domains. Other children haven’t had positive experiences and don’t have a solid foundation built.  
	The gap between children who come to school ready to learn and those who do not can be deep and difficult to bridge without targeted early intervention and focused instruction. Yet, we know that with excellent early childhood experiences all children can be successful in school and beyond. With the information the ELA and KRA provide, we are on our way to ensuring that supports are in place so that every Ohio child will enjoy and succeed in school. 

On your note card, please list the muddiest point for you about the Early Learning Assessment. Your questions and comments are important to us. The Office of Early Learning and School Readiness regularly provides information to inform stakeholders of important information around the Early Learning Assessment.  
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education.ohio.gov

elizabeth.sailer@education.ohio.gov 

ELAHelp@education.ohio.gov



65

Join the Conversation

@OHEducation
@OHEducationSupt

OHEducation

OhioEdDept

OHEducation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Did you hear the news? We’re now on Instagram! Check out our official account and follow us at instagram.com/OHEducation. There, you can keep up with top news and updates and, this fall, be on the lookout for fun connections with Ohio teachers in their classrooms.
 
You also can stay up to date by following our other social media channels. In addition to Instagram, connect with us on Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube. Our handles are on the slide. 
�Superintendent of Public Instruction Paolo DeMaria even has his own Twitter account. Follow him @OHEducationSupt. 
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education.ohio.gov/Text

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The department is connecting with families with tips and information. We encourage everyone to go to eduation.ohio.gov/text. From there, you may choose from a variety of subjects on which to receive text messages.  

On the slide are two examples: Useful information for families with children in preschool through elementary school and ideas and information for families with middle school and high school students.  
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