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The mission of the Warren City Schools-Kent State University Mathematics Partnership project was to improve the mathematics learning experiences and achievement of middle and secondary grade students through high-quality instruction that provides students with opportunities to engage in significant content and processes inherent in the Common Core State Standards for Mathematics. The attainment of this goal had the following objectives: (1) professional development targeted at enhancing teachers’ mathematical content knowledge and knowledge for teaching; (2) development of new and expanded current professional learning communities both within and across the middle and secondary grade levels; (3) transformation teachers’ ways of thinking to incorporate dispositions that hold students accountable for engaging in the Common Core Standards for Mathematical Practice; and, (4) project sustainability through the creation of a community of vested partners, where partners (e.g., teachers, parents, businesses) interpret, enact, and sustain the Common Core State Standards’ vision of developing mathematically competent students. 
Participants were all 12 high school mathematics teachers and their 4 special education inclusion teachers and all mathematics teachers for grades 6 – 8 including ______ special education teachers.  Grant activities were held over a one-year period; started with a 5-day summer institute prior to the start of the school year, regular meetings during the school year and a follow-up 2-day summer institute.  Regular meetings were of two types:  half-day wavier days and 1-hour meetings (generally bi-monthly for the high school and monthly for the middle school).  The summer institutes took place at the high school and regular meetings were held at the high school and 3 elementary buildings. This was the high school teachers third year of participating in grant PD and the first year for the middle school teachers.   
The Warren City Schools-Kent State University Mathematics Partnership project took as foundational that professional development designed to affect change in teachers’ beliefs, knowledge, and practice must engage teachers as active learners that help shape their professional growth through reflective participation in professional development activities embedded in practice. As such, the project is designed to actively engage teachers in three interrelated, research-supported activities. Furthermore, each activity provided teachers with opportunities to reflect on the mathematical and pedagogical impact of the activities on their own and their students’ engagement with and learning of the Common Core State Standards for Mathematics:
1.The project provided teachers with opportunities to experience lessons that promote and connect the Common Core content with the Standards for Mathematical Practice. In addition, experience-as-learner activities promoted (in teachers) productive images for how mathematically significant ideas develop through coherent experiences across the middle and secondary grades. 
2.The project provided teachers with opportunities to engage in, design, implement, and assess cognitively demanding mathematical tasks that connect the Common Core content with the Standards for Mathematical Practice.
3.The project provided teachers with opportunities to observe (via videotape) and analyze (in collaboration with peers and project leaders) their own and colleagues’ instruction in terms of classroom discourse, student thinking, and student engagement in the significant content and practices inherent in the Common Core State Standards for Mathematics.
To attain the project’s goal and objectives, the Warren City Schools-Kent State University Mathematics Partnership employed a comprehensive, professional development program modeled after the Yale National Teaching Institute and the Focus on Mathematics Partnership to produce: (a) outstanding mathematics educators with a deep understanding of their content, the methods of constructing mathematics, and the researched, best practices in mathematics teaching; and, (b) a cadre of skilled 6-12 teacher leaders of mathematics who will deliver professional development to their colleagues within their schools and districts.
Program Website: https://warrencityschools-kentstatemathematicspartnership.wikispaces.com/

