
Let’s take it up a notch: 

Advanced Phonemic Awareness
Moving from Awareness to Proficiency 

Margo Shipp, SST 6 RELS

Pam            Pam Kennedy, SST 4  RELS

1



Today’s Outcomes
Participants will…
●

●

●

differentiate between phonological awareness, 
phonemic awareness, and phonics
understand why it is not only essential that students 
are phonemically aware, but also phonemically 
proficient
learn how to effectively implement daily, explicit, 
systematic instruction in phonemic awareness to 
advanced levels
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Activity

What is Phonemic Awareness?



Alignment with Ohio’s Plan to Raise 
Literacy Achievement
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Language and Literacy Development Continuum
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Why Are We Here?

According to the 2017 National Assessment of 
Educational Progress (NAEP)  scores, 37% of 

our nation’s fourth-grade students were 
proficient readers.
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Why Are We Here? 
●

●

●

Nearly 30 percent of Ohio’s K-3 students are reading 
below grade level.​

Nearly 40 percent of students in grades 3-8 are not 
proficient on the OST in ELA.​

More than 50 percent of graduating seniors taking the 
ACT do not meet the college and career readiness 
benchmark for reading.
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What Can We Do? 



The Simple View of Reading

9
Based on the Simple View of Reading by 
Gough and Tunmer, 1986



Scarborough’s Reading Rope
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Phonemic Awareness v. Phonics
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Phonological Awareness 
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Early:  
● Develops in Preschool and PreK
● Rhyming, alliteration, segmenting words into syllables, identifying first sound in words
● These skills facilitate the development of letter-sound knowledge 

Basic: 
● Develops through K-1
● Phoneme blending, phoneme segmentation (generally mastered by end of first grade)
● These skills are instrumental in phonic decoding and early spelling 

Advanced: 
● Grades 3-4, and possibly beyond
● Manipulating phonemes: deleting, substituting or reversing phonemes within words 



Phonological Awareness

14Tools4reading.com 
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Tolman’s Hour Glass

Ages 4-5

Ages 5.5 to 6.5

Ages 7-9



Conventional Literacy
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Phoneme Manipulation

●

●

●

More advanced form of phoneme 
awareness.  

Involves deleting or substituting phonemes 
within words 

Usually not mastered until about third 
grade.

Kilpatrick, D. (2016). Equipped for Reading Success. 
Syracuse, NY: Casey and Kirsch Publishers. 17



Phoneme Analysis

•
•

•

On  your notes page find number 2.

Listen to the following words and write down 
how many phonemes you hear.

Share with a partner and then as a whole 
group.
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Phoneme Analysis 
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Assessment
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Phoneme Deletion

Deleting an onset, rime, or phoneme.

●

●

Say try but don’t say /t/.

Say grain but don’t say /g/.
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Phoneme Deletion 
Name the picture on the right. 

Now, delete the first phoneme. 

222006 The Florida Center for Reading Research (Revised July, 2007)



Phoneme Deletion

●

●

Say bat but don’t say /b/. 

Say cling but don’t say /l/. 
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Phoneme Deletion

●

●

Say snoop but don’t say /n/.

Say speak but don’t say /p/. 
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Activity
1. Name the 
picture on the 
left.

2. Delete the 
first phoneme.  
What do you 
hear?  

252006 The Florida Center for Reading Research (Revised July, 2007)



Phoneme Deletion 
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Phoneme Substitution

Exchanging an onset, rime, or phoneme.

●
●
●
●

Exchange /p/ for /m/ in path
Exchange /b/ for /g/ in glue
Exchange /t/ for /d/ in sat
Exchange /i/ for /a/ in hit
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Activity 
Use your paper squares and make the necessary 

substitutions as you listen to the directions

I DO: Say “Dad”, but instead of /a/ say /i/
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Phoneme Reversal 

•

•

Reversing the sounds in a single syllable word: 
keep          peek

Reversing the sounds in a two or three syllable 
word:

midnight           tine dim
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Phoneme Reversal 
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/p/ /E/ /ch/



Phoneme Reversal 
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/ch/ /E/ /p/



Phoneme Reversal 
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Reverse the beginning 
and the ending 
phonemes…

/ch/ /ur/ /ch/



Activity 

Use your paper squares  or your fingers to tap 
and make the reversals as you listen to the 
directions

I Do: Say /eat/, now say /eat/ backwards
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tea



Activity 

Use your paper squares  or your fingers to tap 
and make the reversals as you listen to the 
directions

I DO:  Say /safeguard/, now say /safeguard/ 
backwards 
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drog fas



Phoneme Chaining

•
•
•
•
•

Say ‘bit’, now change /i/ to /e/
Say ‘bet’, now change /e/ to /a/
Say ‘bat’, now change /b/ to /s/
Say ‘sat’, now change /a/ to /i/
Say ‘sit’, now change /s/ to /m/
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Moving from Awareness to Proficiency
Multisensory Stage:  The student can only do the task with 
external prompts or helps.  The student often makes mistakes.

Knowledge Stage:  The student can do the task mentally, with 
no external prompts, but not quickly.  He or she may still make 
mistakes.

Automatic Stage: The student can do a task quickly and with 
no effort.  The student rarely makes a mistake.

Kilpatrick, D. (2016). Equipped for Reading Success. Syracuse, NY: Casey and 
Kirsch Publishers
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Activity
● Now define Phonemic Awareness.

● Compare your initial definition to the new one.  
How has it changed?  How will this affect the 
position you hold  in your district/school?

● Share with the person next to you. 



RESOURCES
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Today’s Outcomes
Participants will…
●

●

differentiate between phonological awareness, phonemic 
awareness, and phonics
understand why it is not only essential that students are 
phonemically aware, but also phonemically proficient

● learn how to effectively implement daily, explicit, 
systematic instruction in phonemic awareness to 
advanced levels
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Margo Shipp, mshipp@sst6.org
Pamela Kennedy, pkennedy@sst4.org
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