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Participant Outcomes

To understand the concept of disciplinary literacy  as 
outlined in Ohio’s Plan to Raise Literacy Achievement

To explore how knowledge is constructed within the 
disciplines 

To discuss practices in order to implement disciplinary 
literacy in Science and Mathematics



Opening Reflection

What is Disciplinary Literacy? 

Disciplinary literacy moves 
beyond the common strategies 
used across all content areas 
and focuses on the unique 
strategies experts use to 
engage with text in an 
academic discipline.   

(Shanahan, 2012)

• Create
• Communicate
• Evaluate



Adolescent Literacy 



Scarborough’s Reading Rope



Evidence-Based Practices

IES Practice Guide, 2008



Increasing Literacy Specialization

Basic Literacy

Intermediate Literacy 

Disciplinary 
Literacy

Shanahan (2008)



Learning from the experts



How to create 
a culture of 
schoolwide 

DL

Do students 
think critically 

and solve 
problems? 

Do students 
write every 

day in class? 

Do students 
read every 

day in class? 

Do students 
hear complex 

text read 
aloud in every 

discipline? 

Do students 
collaborate to 
find, evaluate, 

and apply 
new learning? 

Do students 
inquire by asking 
more questions 

than they 
answer?

from Disciplinary Literacy in Action 
by Releah Lent



In Every Class, Every Day

Disciplinary Literacy

Discourse

Write

Read



Discussion

In what ways do the disciplines of Social 
Studies/History and ELA create, 
communicate and evaluate information? 

What texts are read? What kinds of writing is 
utilized? In what ways are communication 
skills critical in these disciplines? 



Social Studies/History

https://learner.org/series/reading-writing-in-the-disciplines/reading-and-analyzing-texts/reading-like-a-historian/


Reflect on Social Studies/History 



Discussion-- Social Studies/History

At your table discuss your observations from 
the video as well as the approaches, 
practices and vocabulary noted in the 

Disciplinary Literacy Approaches document. 



English Language Arts

https://learner.org/series/reading-writing-in-the-disciplines/big-ideas-in-literacy-english/engaging-students-in-authentic-reading-and-writing/


Reflect on English Language Arts 



Discussion—English Language Arts

At your table discuss your observations from 
the video as well as the approaches, 
practices and vocabulary noted in the 

Disciplinary Literacy Approaches document. 



Writing in the Disciplines
Social Scientists Students of English

Create timelines with accompanying 
narratives

Utilize a process: drafting, revising, 
editing

Utilize information and/or evidence from 
multiple sources

Understand how to flexibly use feedback, 
organization, details, elaboration and 
voice to enhance meaning

Organize conflicting ideas or 
perspectives into a whole

Employ effective techniques for 
argumentation

Systemize large qualities of information Avoid formulaic writing
Summarize social or political 
consequences of an event 

Employ literacy techniques and devices 
appropriately

Use the past as a mirror to the present Use mentor texts

Rely on primary and secondary sources Adapt communication for various 
audiences

Disciplinary Literacy in Action
Lent and Voight (2019)



Closing Reflection

Confirm or correct what you know about 
disciplinary literacy. Share with a colleague.  



Resources to Explore
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