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April 2023 
Updates from the Ohio Department of Education 

OhioPLD.org Helps School Communities Find High-Quality Professional Learning Resources 
The Ohio Professional Learning Directory provides Ohio educators and school staff with a searchable 
statewide directory of professional learning courses, recordings, documents and events provided by trusted 
education partners like the Department, educational service centers and public television stations. 
Solar Eclipse Resource Page for Educators 
The Ohio Department of Education has created a resource page for educators and school administrators on 
logistics and curricular approaches to educating students and the community about the total solar eclipse, 
which will be visible in Ohio on April 8, 2024. 
 
New Webpage, Chat Series Support Ohio’s Principals and Building Administrators 
The newly created Ohio Principal Leadership Supports webpage and Principal Chat series highlight 
information to support principals, assistant principals and administrators with their work. 
 
Office Hours with Ohio Department of Education Program Specialists 
Ohio educators can schedule office hours directly with Ohio's Social Studies and Financial Literacy 
consultants, Justin Leach and Linda McKean, using the Microsoft Teams Bookings links below:  

• Schedule an appointment with Justin Leach 
• Schedule an appointment with Linda McKean 

April is Financial Literacy Month 
Register Today for the 2023 Teaching Financial Literacy Conference  
Registration is open for the H.K. Barker Center for Economic Education's 2023 Teaching Financial Literacy 
Conference scheduled for July 6-7, 2023, in Akron, Ohio. Sub-themes for the conference include:  

• Credit & Debt 
• Insurance & Risk Management 
• Budget & Financial Planning 
• Investing  
• Informed Consumer  
• Entrepreneurship  
• Economic Education  
• Ohio's New Financial Literacy Graduation Requirement 
• Educator Licensure 

 
EverFi Financial Literacy Month Resources  
EVERFI has 14 free resources for teachers and students across Ohio. Below are additional opportunities for 
the classroom and students through digital resources, student workshops, and scholarship opportunities.   
 
EVERFI has created an Ohio standards alignment guide for teachers using EVERFI as part of your financial 
literacy curriculum. Reach out to kboldt@everfi.com if you'd like to discuss bringing these resources to your 
district.  
 
Student Scholarship Opportunities  

• Middle School Scholarship Opportunity - All FutureSmart students are eligible to enter the 
scholarship contest for an opportunity to receive a 529 college savings gift card. Twenty students will 
receive a $2,000 scholarship, and two more will win $5,000. Students must complete 3 FutureSmart 
lessons and write a short summary answering a question about their learning experience by May 14th.  

https://education.ohio.gov/Media/Ed-Connection/February-2023/OhioPLD-org-helps-school-communities-find-high-qua
https://education.ohio.gov/Media/Ed-Connection/February-2023/OhioPLD-org-helps-school-communities-find-high-qua
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Science/Resources-for-Science/2024-Solar-Eclipse
https://education.ohio.gov/Media/Ed-Connection/March-2023/New-webpage-chat-series-support-Ohio%E2%80%99s-principals
https://education.ohio.gov/Media/Ed-Connection/March-2023/New-webpage-chat-series-support-Ohio%E2%80%99s-principals
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/JustinLeach1@ohiodas.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/OfficeHours@ohiodas.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
https://barkercenter.weebly.com/
https://barkercenter.weebly.com/
https://everfi.com/k-12/course-listing/?_k_12_filter_by_subtopic=financial-education
https://blackbaud.sharepoint.com/:x:/s/EVERFIK-12External/EQBRNt9sUCBPl7cDcD5-ySEBwLd6U76zC-yqFOplMv8Mzg?rtime=w-5Yv9Ur20g
mailto:kboldt@everfi.com
https://everfi.com/courses/k-12/financial-literacy-middle-school/
https://futuresmart.massmutual.com/en/scholarship/#gravity-form
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• High School Scholarship for Latino Students - $100,000 will be awarded to 20 Latino high school 
students thanks to Intuit Turbo Tax. Students must write a short entry after completing five EVERFI - 
Financial Literacy lessons by April 30th. 

  
Financial Literacy Month Planning Calendars  
Below are calendar guides that provide financial literacy lesson ideas for each day of the month. Pick and 
choose what works best for your schedule.  

o Elementary School FLM Calendar 
o Middle School FLM Calendar   
o High School FLM Calendar    

 
For any general questions, requests or support regarding EVERFI's financial literacy suite, educators can 
contact Kaitlin Boldt, one of EVERFI's Team Ohio members, at kboldt@everfi.com. 
 
NextGen Personal Finance Events and Resources for Financial Literacy Month  
NextGen Personal Finance (NGPF) has organized several Financial Literacy Month celebrations and 
resources.  
 
Month-long activities and resources: 

• NGPF's Favorite Activities Calendar  
• NGPF's Question of the Day Calendar  
• Financial Literacy Month Bingo Boards for whole class discussion  
• Popcorn Watch Party Competition for the Real-World Class mini-documentary 

 
Special events: 

• April 13th: Speaker Series with Yanely Espinal, creator of @missbehelpful and Author of the new book, 
Mind Your Money  

• April 20th: Speaker Series with Evan Leaphart, creator of Kiddie Kredit 
• April 27th: Speaker Series with the producers of a new teen money podcast from Marketplace  
• April 29th: Hot Topics Virtual Conference. In-depth discussions on the latest trends in personal finance 

and how to teach them.  
 

Educators can find full details on NGPF's financial literacy month website.  
 
New Junior Achievement Financial Literacy Course Available 
Junior Achievement is excited to offer an innovative one-semester, teacher-led course that aligns with the new 
curriculum standards to provide teachers and schools with a simple solution to curriculum needs. The 
course, JA Financial Literacy-Ohio, is free to schools, thanks to a generous contribution from Peoples Bank, 
and is already being used in classrooms across Ohio this school year. 
 
JA Financial Literacy-Ohio is a blended model that is primarily teacher-led but also includes a volunteer video 
library and student self-guided content. Available in both classroom-based and remote live implementation. 
The course’s flexible model provides robust support materials for educators, including a helpful pacing guide 
for semester-long programming, a case study, theme projects and a virtual simulation. 
 
Interested educators can contact Denice Schafer, VP of Programs for the JA of North Central Ohio office, 
at denice.schafer@ja.org or 330-433-0063 ext. 104 for more information or visit the Junior Achievement 
website.  
 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feverfi.com%2Fcourses%2Fk-12%2Ffinancial-literacy-high-school%2F&data=05%7C01%7CJustin.Leach%40education.ohio.gov%7Cd72bfdd62a1047407d4808db2714f79b%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C638146746513203012%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FAyggFOnY7rTmE2VW8QCLmkJy4rLh%2Fb00fKHfZhto2s%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feverfi.com%2Fcourses%2Fk-12%2Ffinancial-literacy-high-school%2F&data=05%7C01%7CJustin.Leach%40education.ohio.gov%7Cd72bfdd62a1047407d4808db2714f79b%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C638146746513203012%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FAyggFOnY7rTmE2VW8QCLmkJy4rLh%2Fb00fKHfZhto2s%3D&reserved=0
https://futuresmart.massmutual.com/en/scholarship/#gravity-form
https://everfi.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/2023-FLM-Calendar-for-Elementary-School.pdf
https://everfi.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/2023-FLM-Calendar-for-Elementary-School.pdf
https://everfi.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/2023-FLM-Calendar-for-Middle-School.pdf
https://everfi.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/2023-FLM-Calendar-for-Middle-School.pdf
https://everfi.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/2023-FLM-Calendar-for-High-School.pdf
mailto:kboldt@everfi.com
https://www.ngpf.org/financial-literacy-month/
https://www.ngpf.org/financial-literacy-month/
https://www.ngpf.org/financial-literacy-month/
https://www.ngpf.org/pd/virtual-pd/
https://www.ngpf.org/pd/virtual-pd/
https://www.ngpf.org/pd/virtual-pd/
https://www.ngpf.org/pd/virtual-pd/
https://www.ngpf.org/events/
https://www.ngpf.org/financial-literacy-month/
https://jaofnco.ja.org/dA/7bce62189e/file/JA%20Financial%20Literacy%20for%20Ohio_marketing.pdf
mailto:denice.schafer@ja.org
https://jausa.ja.org/
https://jausa.ja.org/


 

Ohio’s Social Studies Signal | Page 3 

News from Education Organizations 
Ohio History Connection Virtual Field Trips 
The Ohio History Connection recently launched new virtual field trip resources. Virtual Quests are engaging 
online educational resources about Ohio's people and history. These digital resources, created collaboratively 
with community stakeholders, provide remote learning opportunities for 4th and 8th-grade students. Interested 
educators can access this content now by visiting the Ohio History Connection website.  
 
2023 Middle School We The People Volunteers Needed; 2023 We The People Summer Institute 
Announced  
On April 14, the Ohio Center for Law-Related Education (OCLRE) will welcome middle school students from 
across the state for the Middle School We the People Showcase. Volunteers are needed to evaluate student 
responses to questions or to serve as timekeepers/facilitators. To learn more about this volunteer opportunity, 
please visit the OCLRE volunteer webpage. 
 
Additionally, the 2023 We the People Summer Institute will be held in Philadelphia, PA, during the week of July 
8-12 in joint training with the Civics that Empowers All Students (CEAS) grant. More information is coming, but 
interested participants can find details related to the event on the OCLRE website under the ‘Professional 
Development tab.   
 
Professional Learning Opportunities 
Teaching American History Seminars  
TeachingAmericanHistory.org invites educators to participate in conversational seminars that explore themes 
in American history and self-government by studying original historical documents.  
 
Upcoming seminars include:  

• April 22- Jacksonian America- Roscoe Village in Coshocton 
• April 29- Civil War and Reconstruction- Rutherford B Hayes Center in Fremont, OH  
• June 16- French and Indian War to Revolution- Fort Ancient in Oregonia, OH  
• June 20- The Roaring 20s- Harding Museum in Marion, Ohio  
• August 7- FDR and WWII- The Tri-State Warbird Museum in Batavia, OH 
• September 30- Westward Expansion- Johnston Farm and Indian Agency in Piqua, OH 
• October 7- Populists and Progressives- McKinley Museum in Canton, OH 

  
2023 NCSS Inquiry and Teaching with Primary Sources Summer Institute 
The National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS) invites social studies methods professors and their 
students to on-site summer workshops focused on teaching with primary sources.  

• 2023 NCSS Inquiry and Teaching with Primary Sources Summer Institute - East (Jun. 12-23, 2023) 
• 2023 NCSS Inquiry and Teaching with Primary Sources Summer Institute - Central (Jun. 26-28, 2023)  

 
Upcoming National Council for History Education Webinars  
The National Council for History Education is offering two webinars in April: 

• The Boston Massacre: A Family Affair (Wed., April 12 at 7:30 p.m. EST) 
• Teaching Immigration in American History with Primary Sources (Wed., April 26 at 7:30 p.m. EST) 

Other Resources, News and Information  
Building Blocks of Progress Resource  
The Bill of Rights Institute, in partnership with the Hoover Institution, recently released a new economics 
resource called "Building Blocks of Progress".  This resource encourages students to consider individuals' daily 
economic choices. The resource covers the role of individuals, government, and economic principles in 

https://www.ohiohistory.org/education/activities-lesson-plans/virtual-quest/
http://www.oclre.org/aws/OCLRE/pt/sp/volunteer
http://oclre.org/aws/OCLRE/pt/sp/programs_wethepeople#tabs-4
http://oclre.org/aws/OCLRE/pt/sp/programs_wethepeople#tabs-4
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/seminar/jacksonian-america-2/
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/seminar/civil-war-and-reconstruction/
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/seminar/french-and-indian-war-to-revolution/
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/seminar/the-roaring-20s/
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/seminar/fdr-and-wwii/
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/seminar/westward-expansion-4/
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/seminar/populists-and-progressives/
https://www.socialstudies.org/professional-learning/2023-ncss-inquiry-and-teaching-primary-sources-summer-institute-east?utm_medium=email&_hsmi=249542405&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9CK3_tM0-2o9vdvx1IDmX_g3E_YPOXtKeh0XDz8NKnL_SFqbpa5ZcjKCHmwfjeRiDh0qt9hDBXH7a4BcqMfRHxEJg7-qRFnPnmDtDj_paTnoQpBbo&utm_content=249542405&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.socialstudies.org/professional-learning/2023-ncss-inquiry-and-teaching-primary-sources-summer-institute-central?utm_medium=email&_hsmi=249542405&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_FBzfK6-QfC9Ztm8PDItXWi6mBr3FQdNSiO-U6n6vT9wfeospGj1kPZrxfIsKnozkQ5MSGLSxa5JqSQ21YszB6lE6hdU3XKddxBX_akD_2Vrjao7U&utm_content=249542405&utm_source=hs_email
https://ncheteach.org/Webinar-Post/The-Boston-Massacre-A-Family-Affair
https://ncheteach.org/Webinar-Post/Teaching-Immigration-in-American-History-with-Primary-Sources
https://billofrightsinstitute.org/curricula/building-blocks-of-progress
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creating a free society. The resource pairs each lesson with multiple videos developed by the Hoover 
Institution to create a rich, blended learning experience for students. 
New Holocaust & Humanity Resource: Breaking the Myth: How Jews Resisted During the Holocaust 
On April 19, 1943, the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising began. It was the largest armed Jewish resistance during 
WWII. In addition to the uprising, many other forms of resistance took place. Commemorate the 
80th anniversary of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising in your classroom with a new curricular resource from the 
Nancy & David Wolf Holocaust & Humanity Center. Debunking the myth that Jews did not resist, the lesson 
asks students to identify and examine various types of resistance during the Holocaust through the testimony 
of local Holocaust survivors. In addition, a letter from Warsaw ghetto resistance fighter Mordechai Anielewicz 
challenges students to consider the tenacity of the human spirit and the power of historical Jewish resistance 
to inspire action today.  
New NCSS E-Book: Using Inquiry to Prepare Students for College, Career and Civic Life 
National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS) announced a new e-book produced with funding from the 
Library of Congress' Teaching with Primary Sources Grant, Using Inquiry to Prepare Students for College, 
Career, and Civic Life: Elementary Grades. NCSS has designed this resource and its future companion set of 
online methods texts to support educators constructing inquiry learning through primary source documents in 
social studies education. 
 
The resources in this newsletter are free and have been reviewed using the Department’s Social Studies 
resource filter against established criteria. Copies of the completed filter forms are available upon request. 
Inclusion in this newsletter does not represent a recommendation to use a resource. Many quality resources 
are available beyond those included here. Educators should use their professional expertise to determine the 
suitability of any particular resources for use in their districts, schools or classrooms. 

Send comments/questions to: 
Justin Leach, Social Studies Consultant, Office of Learning and Instructional Strategies 
justin.leach@education.ohio.gov. 
Linda McKean, Social Studies Consultant, Office of Learning and Instructional Strategies 
linda.mckean@education.ohio.gov. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Fdrive%2Ffolders%2F1wkNU7zNy7rkuCJOVz9VfrEqA4ZlIz4iG%3Fusp%3Dshare_link&data=05%7C01%7CJustin.Leach%40education.ohio.gov%7C2a5e394c45be4ad7fc6408db257ebbd6%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C638144998501846634%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PYSn7owXEvl7YXRLtiZPCsSM7wOmbaKTvTc2IG%2FYxH8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.holocaustandhumanity.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7CJustin.Leach%40education.ohio.gov%7C2a5e394c45be4ad7fc6408db257ebbd6%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C638144998501846634%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RSXmdBZ1q6the7lqExZKIo1gQem%2BPR475odgb9Pv8C0%3D&reserved=0
https://www.socialstudies.org/tps/ebook-elementary-inquiry?utm_campaign=TSSP&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=249203880&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--qc_Q_qRvCj-nsKyhXqkpqVwDgcne1X0Nl9JsRfUQGq0v4iNPgmwow-bChAViHNmTcMmlgIRdjAGXGJJOT-LDUyC07wiKAQhosLY1OUY5XrP1gNkE&utm_content=249203880&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.socialstudies.org/tps/ebook-elementary-inquiry?utm_campaign=TSSP&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=249203880&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--qc_Q_qRvCj-nsKyhXqkpqVwDgcne1X0Nl9JsRfUQGq0v4iNPgmwow-bChAViHNmTcMmlgIRdjAGXGJJOT-LDUyC07wiKAQhosLY1OUY5XrP1gNkE&utm_content=249203880&utm_source=hs_email
mailto:justin.leach@education.ohio.gov
mailto:linda.mckean@education.ohio.gov
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