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Program Basics

What is SFSP?
Provides kids and teens in low-income areas free meals when school 
is out.

Who Does the Program Serve? 
The SFSP serves children and teens age 18 and younger. 

How Does It Work? 
There are three main players involved: State agencies, Sponsors, 
and Sites. 



Steps to Becoming a Sponsor

Complete online  
Potential Sponsor  

Survey

Complete new  
sponsor  
training

Submit online
application



Interested in being a site?

Contact  
Ohio Dept.  
Education

Contact  
local SFSP  

Sponsor and  
the 

Sponsor’s 
training

Work with  
local  

sponsor to  
order meals  

and  
complete  

daily  
paperwork



2018 Reimbursement Rates

Rural or Self Prep All other types
(vended)

Breakfast
$2.23

Breakfast
$2.19

Lunch/Supper
$3.92

Lunch/Supper
$3.85

Snack
$0.93

Snack
$0.91



Summer Food Service Program  
Reimbursement

“Meals Times Rate”  
Calculation

$3.92 (Self-prep lunch) X 50  
(reimbursable meals per day)  

X 20 (days)
=$3,920.00 total reimbursement

Example:



Reimbursement
Reimbursement can cover both operating  

and administrative allowable expenses

Cost for serving disallowed and/or non-program  
adult meals must be paid for from other funds

Any excess funds received are to be used to  
improve the SFSP program for next year

Maintain a non-profit food service account and expense  
documentation to support all allowable expenses



Sponsoring Organizations
School Food  
Authorities

Summer  
Camps

Units of  
Government

Colleges or  
Universities

Private
Nonprofit

Organization



Sponsor Responsibilities
Direct  

Operational  
Control

Serve Where Poor  
Economic  

Conditions Exist

Monitoring  
Requirements

Train  
Personnel  
Annually

Year-round  
Service

Financial and
Administrative  

Capability



Sponsor Responsibilities

Management responsibilities cannot be  
delegated below the sponsor level

Sponsors must demonstrate control over the  
meal service at all of their sites

All sponsors subject to audit by the state  
agency, the USDA office of the Inspector  
General, and the General Accounting Office



Sponsor Responsibilities
Submit 

Application
Meal Service

Recordkeeping  
Submitting Claims

Training and  
Monitoring

Site Promotion
Determining  

Income Eligibility

Sponsors may  
not contract out  
management  
responsibilities  
of the program



Selecting Sites
Key Factors To Consider

Make sure the site can offer a quality service before  
deciding to sponsor that site

Meal Service Facility  

Site Supervision  

Serving Capacity  

Serving Conditions  

Inclement Weather



Where Can A Site Be Located?

Camp

Other

Library

School

Park

YMCA

Rec  
Center

Other 
Locations

Apartment 
Complex

Library



Common Types of Sites

Open  
Sites

Restricted  
Open  
Sites

Closed  
Enrolled  

Sites
Camps



Mobile Feeding



Site Eligibility

Site  
eligibility
can be  

determined  
one of  

three ways

Free and 
Reduced

Data

Census  
Data

Income  
Eligibility



Limitations on Number of Sites

*One to  
three  

sites for  
first year.

Maximum  
Sites=200

Total  
average  

daily  
attendance  
at all sites=

50,000

StateAgency  
& USDA
Midwest
Regional  
approval  

required to  
waive limits



For-Profit Site Locations
Operate under eligible non-profit sponsor

Operate as open sites  

50% Eligibility

Meals available to all children in the area at no  
charge

Enrolled for-profit sites and camps are ineligible



Site Requirements
Trained Site Supervisor  

Back-up Supervisor  

Phone Access

Tax Exempt Status  

Site Visit Prior to Operation

Health Inspection



Site Requirements
Sponsor-

Site  
Agreement

Agreement of  
Responsibility

Monitor First  
Week

Monitor First  
4 Weeks

Drop-in visits



Claimable Meals

Open  
Sites

Restricted  
Open  
Sites

Closed  
Enrolled  

Sites
Camps

2 meals  
or

1 meal and
1 snack

2 meals  
or

1 meal and  
a snack

3 meals  
or

2 meals
and 1  
snack

2 meals  
or

1 meal and  
a snack



Meal Service

Vended: Sponsor  
buys meals from a  

school or caterer/Food  
Service Management  

(FSMC)

How Are Meals Prepared?
Self Prep: Sponsor  

prepares meals  
on-site or at a  
central location

OR



ServSafe Certification
All sponsors  
must have a  
Level One  
ServSafe  
Certificate

Certificate
must be  

uploaded  
to the  
2018

Application

Training  
can be  
taken  
online



Meal Service

The Summer Food Service Program is  
meant to replace meals children miss  

when school is not in session

Remember: With the exception of camps and  
migrant sites, sponsors are not allowed to serve  

a supper and a lunch at the same site.



Breakfast Meal Pattern



Lunch Meal Pattern



Snack Meal Pattern





Food Buying Guide

USDA  website and 
available on an App

Essential in planning meals  
and production

Provides food yields



Summer Food Service Program  
Team

Administrator: Sponsor Contact Person

Monitors: 1 per 15-20 sites

Site Supervisor: 1 per site and a trained back-up  

Site Staff



Administrative Duties
Administrative duties include:

Complete Online SFSP training, train staff

Complete online application

Conduct outreach efforts

Manage, supervise and monitor the program

Submit reimbursement claims in a timely manner



Operational Duties
Operational duties include:

Preparing, serving and cleaning up meals  

Ensuring safe and sanitary conditions at site  

Receiving and accounting for meals  

Ensuring all children eat meals on-site  

Taking point of service meal counts



Program Payments
Allowable Program Costs - 2017
Administrative Guidance

Advance Payments 

Claims-submitted online

Claims must be submitted within 45 
days

One Time Exception Rule - once every 36  
months



Recordkeeping

Meal Count  
Forms

Receipts Expenditures

Operational  
Records

Administrative  
Records

Staff  
Training

Note:
All Summer  

Food Service  
Program records  
must be kept 3  

years plus  
current year.



Administrative Reviews
All sponsors must 

have a review 
during the first 

year of operation.

All sponsors must 
be reviewed once 
every three years. 



Administrative Review Findings
Meal service times

Adequate site or sponsor records  

Meal quantity issues

No site supervisor at site

More than one meal to a child at a time  

Children eating meals off-site



Administrative Review Findings
False information

Program funds for unallowable costs.

Failure to return excess advance money  

Not adhering to vendor contracts

Not following competitive bid procedures  

Noncompliance with civil rights



USDA Resources



USDA Resources



References

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018
/01/29/2018-01618/summer-food-service-
program-2018-reimbursement-rates

USDA SFSP Handbooks:
https://www.fns.usda.gov/sfsp/handbooks

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/01/29/2018-01618/summer-food-service-program-2018-reimbursement-rates
https://www.fns.usda.gov/sfsp/handbooks


education.ohio.gov
Office for Child Nutrition
25 S. Front Street, Mail Stop 303
Columbus, OH 43215

Fax: (614) 466-8505
Phone: (614) 466-2945

Richard.Watson@education.ohio.gov

Mandy.Monaco@education.ohio.gov



Join the Conversation

@OHEducation
@OHEducationSupt

OHEducation

OhioEdDept

OHEducation

education.ohio.gov/text
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