Ohio Department of Education

Office for Child Nutrition

800-808-6325


To Schools Operating the 2013 Seamless Summer Option (SSO) Program
Attached you will find the support documentation needed to ensure that your school has applied for the 2013 SSO Program. Please complete all requested information and return via fax to 614-752-7613, no later than JUNE 1st.
Important reminder: 

· June must be claimed in school year 2013.  Please indicate on the form enclosed the number of days you will be operating the SSO Program.

· Under no circumstances can June be combined with July’s claim. July 1 is part of the next fiscal year and therefore cannot be combined with June.

· July and August must be “clicked” on your 2014 National School Lunch application in the Claims Reimbursement and Reporting System (CRRS) to claim these months for SSO 2013.  Please indicate on this form enclosed the number of days you will be operating the SSO Program.

· We will contact you with additional claiming and program information after we receive a return response from this fax.  

Thank you for addressing the above issues. 

Seamless Summer Option Program Request

FY 2013
Attachment A:  SFA Seamless Summer Option Program Application

Complete and submit to: Ohio Department of Education, Office for Child Nutrition, ATTN: Misty Davis, 25 S. Front St., Mail Stop 303, Columbus, Ohio 43215-4183; or fax to: 614-752-7613

_______________________________________________ SFA Name
The SSO Program combines features of the National School Lunch Program (NSLP), the School Breakfast Program (SBP), and the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP).  The purpose of the SSO Program is to feed children in low-income areas during the summer months (or during extended breaks of a year-round school schedule).  This Program reduces paperwork and administrative burden that is normally associated with operating all three programs.  

SFA Sponsor Information

	SFA IRN:

	1.  SFA Main Address : (include street, state, zip code)


	2.   Name of School Food Authority Official :
 
	3.   School Food Authority Official’s Telephone Number:

	4.  School Food Authority Official’s email address (both school email and summer email if different):



	5.   Check all Child Nutrition Programs operated by your school district:
(  National School Lunch Program (NSLP)             (  School Breakfast Program (SBP)

(  Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP)    (  Special Milk  (SMP)

(  Summer Food Service Program (SFSP)                (  After School Snack



	6.   Check all distinguishing features of your school district:
· Large SFA > 40,000

· Rural   

· Urban

(    Provision 1

· Provision 2

· Other ( Please specify)



	7. How will you advertise the availability of meals to the neighborhood community for each site?


	8. Does your school district have a summer intervention program?
      (    Yes           (   No

      If yes, how long does it operate?  

	9. Please specify the dates of operation for the Seamless Summer Option Program:

	10.  Special Provisions of the Seamless Summer Option Program
_________________ (The SFA) agrees to adhere to the special provisions of the Seamless Summer Option Program (SSO), which are described in the following paragraphs numbered 10(a) – 10(i).

10(a)
General Program Administration and Sponsor Responsibilities

As required in §225.14(c)(1) of the SFSP regulations, the SFA demonstrates financial and administrative capability for Program operations and accepts final financial and administrative responsibility for total Program operations at all sites.

10(b)     Site Eligibility
Generally, the SFA will follow SFSP policy (established in the body of regulations, instructions, handbooks, and other written guidance) to choose sites.  

To the greatest extent possible, sites will be located in eligible areas, that is, where 50 percent or more of the children qualify for free or reduced price school meals.  These sites will be open to the community located in the eligible area, except that in some cases, participation may later be limited for reasons of safety, security, or control.

Closed enrolled sites or camps may operate under the Program, under the following conditions:  

For each closed enrolled site, in addition to providing the name and address, the SFA must explain: 

· Whether the sites are located in eligible areas, 

· How it determined that at least 50 percent of the enrolled group of children in a non-eligible area qualify for free/reduced price school meals, and 

· Why it is sponsoring closed sites.  

For each camp to be operated under the Program, in addition to providing the name and address, the SFA must provide the following information:

· Whether the camp is residential or non-residential 

· Whether it is located in an eligible area 

· Why it is sponsoring the camp and 

· Provide a statement certifying that only the meals served to children determined to be eligible for free/reduced price meals will be claimed for reimbursement.

Consistent with SFSP policy, schools that operate academic summer school sessions at SSO Program sites must be open for meals to all children in the area eligible community.  Otherwise, schools will not be eligible to participate in the SSO Program, and meals at such schools will be reimbursed based on the individual student eligibility for free, reduced price, or paid rates.

Consistent with SFSP policy, year-round schools may operate SSO sites for off-track students, provided that the sites are open to all children in the area eligible community.  Meals for on-track students will be reimbursed based on the individual student eligibility for free, reduced price, or paid rates.

The SFA will not claim any meals under the SSO Program at any site without receiving prior approval from the State agency.  

10 (c)    Times of Operation

The SFA will follow the SFSP regulations and policies that specify when the program may operate.  These times are:

· May through September for schools operating on a traditional school year calendar;

· Other times during the year for schools operating on a continuous school calendar (i.e., year-round) when all or part of the children are on vacation for at least 15 continuous school days *; and

· October through April for unanticipated school closures. **

* The 15-day requirement is based on the SFSP regulatory definition of a continuous school calendar as one in which a school operates year-round with scheduled breaks lasting at least 15 continuous school days per break.  Therefore, SFAs may operate the SFSP or the SSO Program at year-round schools during breaks lasting 15 continuous school days.   However, if it is the policy of the school district to break for shorter periods of time, the State agency may waive the 15-day requirement to accommodate year-round schools with shorter scheduled breaks under certain conditions.

** SFAs may operate the SFSP or the SSO Program when schools are closed due to natural disasters, major building repairs, court orders relating to school safety or other issues, labor-management disputes, or when approved by the State agency for similar causes (see § 225.6(e)(1)(iii)).  However, meals may only be served at non-school sites (see § 225.6(d)(1)(i)-(iv)).  Note:  year-round schools may respond to unanticipated school closures at any time of the year.
10(d)
Participant Eligibility

All persons meeting the definition of Children in the SFSP Federal regulations at §225.2 are eligible to participate.  This includes all persons in the community who are 18 years of age and under and (as defined at §225.2) those persons over age 18 who meet the State agency definition of mentally or physically disabled persons.

10(e)
Meal Service

The SFA will follow NSLP meal service requirements for lunch or snacks (§210.10) and SBP meal service requirements (§220.8) for breakfast.  With State agency approval, the SFA may serve a supper meal, using applicable NSLP meal service requirements for lunches.

Consistent with NSLP and SBP regulations and instructions, the following provisions will apply to meal service at SSO Program sites:

· Second meals are not reimbursable and may not be claimed

· Production and menu records will be maintained that show compliance with meal requirements

· The designated lunch period will be between the hours of 10 a.m. and 2 p.m., unless otherwise exempted by the State agency (such as supper service that would not occur during these hours)

· The SFA may allow offer versus serve meals at SSO Program sites

· Off-site consumption of meals will not be allowed, except as part of a scheduled event such as a planned field trip.

10(f)     Number and Types of Reimbursable Meals 

The number and types of meals will comply with the SFSP requirements at §225.16(b), as described below: 

· All sites except camps or migrant sites:  With State agency approval, the SFA may serve up to two meals at all sites, except for camps or migrant sites.  Meal service may include breakfast, lunch, snack, or supper.  The SFA may not claim both lunch and supper meals at the same site on the same day.

· Camps and migrant sites:  With State agency approval, the SFA may serve up to three meals or two meals and a snack per day. 

10(g)
No charge for meals served to eligible participants. 

Meals at all approved SSO Program sites, except camps, will be served free to all children in accordance with §225.6(e)(4) of the SFSP regulations.  However, sponsors of camps may charge for the meals served to children who are ineligible to receive free or reduced price school meals; sponsors may claim reimbursement at the free rate only for children who are eligible for free or reduced price rates for school meals.
10(h)
Claims and Reimbursements
Meals served under the SSO Program are reimbursed at the “free” rates prescribed by USDA for the NSLP (including snacks) and the SBP.  Supper meals, if permitted by the State agency, may be claimed at the free rate for NSLP lunches.  All lunches and suppers served under this Program will receive the standard commodity support rate available for the NSLP.  SSO Program sites that qualify for the severe need breakfast rate will continue to receive this differential.
Meals served at camps that are approved as SSO Program sites are reimbursable only for children who are eligible for free or reduced price rates for school meals.  Camps participating in the SSO Program may not claim any meals at the NSLP paid rate for campers who are ineligible for free or reduced price meals
On the monthly claim filed with the State agency, the SFA must identify meals served at SSO Program sites separately from other NSLP or SBP meals served at other sites.
10(h)
Monitoring

The SFA will review the meal counting, claiming, and meal pattern compliance within the three (3) weeks of starting operations for all sites that are newly approved in FY 2012 to operate the SSO Program or that are operated by non-SFA personnel. 

Edit checks, as outlined in §210.8 will not be required for food service operations conducted under the SSO Program.  

10(i)
Additional Reporting/Reviews/Evaluation

The State agency will include SSO Program sites operated under this Program in the management review requirements described at 210.18 of the NSLP regulations. If a CRE is conducted of the SFA, at least one SSO Program site will be visited while it is in operation.  

FNS reserves the right to conduct an evaluation of these SSO Program sites.  The evaluation may include periodic special reviews.  The SFA agrees to cooperate as necessary, including making all applicable records and operations available for review.

FNS may request additional information for evaluation purposes.  In the event that additional information on SSO Program site operations is required, FNS will allow sufficient time for the State agency and the SFA to comply with the request.  

2.  Non-exempted Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) provisions
The SFSP Federal regulatory provisions, as identified in item 1 above, which remain in force include:

§ 225.1

-- States the general purpose and scope of the SFSP 

§ 225.2

-- Provides definitions of terms used in the program

§ 225.6(d)(1)(i)-(iv)

-- Specifies criteria that must be considered by the State agency in approving sites, including the requirement that site to operate during an unanticipated school closure must be non-school sites

§ 225.6(e)(1)(i)-(iii)

-- Specifies the periods of time during which the program may operate as:

· May through September for children on school vacation 

· Any time during the year when schools operating on a continuous school calendar schedule breaks for all or part of the children

· October through April for unanticipated school closures.

§225.6(e)(4)
Section 225.6 covers State agency responsibilities.  Paragraph (e) covers the State-Sponsor Agreement.  Paragraph (e)(4) requires that the sponsor agree to serve meals at no cost.

§225.6(e)(7)
Paragraph (e)(7) requires the sponsor to agree to claim reimbursement only for the types of meals agreed upon with the State agency and served without charge to children at approved sites during the approved meal service period.  This paragraph also prohibits permanent changes to the serving time of any meal unless approved by the State agency.

§225.14(c)(1)
Paragraph (c)(1) requires that sponsors demonstrate financial and administrative capability to operate the program and requires sponsors to accept final financial and administrative responsibility for the total program operations at all sites.

§225.14(c)(2)
Paragraph (c)(2) requires that sponsors must not have been declared seriously deficient in operating the program.

§225.14(c)(3)
Paragraph (c)(3) requires that sponsors will conduct a regularly scheduled food service for children from areas in which poor economic conditions exist (except for camps).

§225.14(d)(2)
Paragraph (d)(2) requires that meals served in schools must be open to children in the community as well as children enrolled in summer school.

§225.16(b)
Section 225.16 covers the meal service requirements, and establishes limits on the number of meals that may be served. 

3.  NSLP and SBP Regulations
Although the Federal regulations governing the NSLP and the SBP are not exempted under this Program, some provisions may be difficult to follow for SSO Program sites.  Therefore, FNS will provide technical assistance as necessary to the State agency and the SFA in adapting requirements.  




