Minimum School Year/School Day Summary
Pursuant to the Ohio Revised Code (ORC)
Revised 10/12/12

Topics
School Calendar (ORC 3313.48

Explanation and Rationale
Each school district’s calendar should indicate – excluding holidays – a minimum of 182 days,
which constitute the school year. This means a person should be able to review a school district
calendar and count the days from the first day of school to the last day of school, excluding
holidays, and arrive at 182.
A district may exceed the 182-day minimum requirement. This is a local decision.

Variations on the School Year 1
Trimester

Quarterly

Pentamester

Parent-Teacher Conference and
Reporting Period Days
(ORC 3313.48 (A))

For those school districts operating on a trimester plan, each trimester shall not have less than 79
days that the school was actually open for instruction with pupils in attendance.
For those districts operating on a quarterly plan, each quarter shall not have less than 59 days that
the school was actually open for instruction with pupils in attendance.
For those school districts operating on a pentamester plan, each pentamester shall not have less
than 44 days that the school was actually open for instruction with pupils in attendance.
Of the 182 days in the school district calendar, the district calendar may show up to two full
days when school is not in session for the purpose of parent-teacher conferences. (The statute
states that “up to four school days per year in which classes are dismissed one-half day early or the
equivalent amount of time during a different number of days.”)
The parent teacher conferences can be held during the time of dismissal or in the evening. The
meetings do not have to be held during the time school is dismissed. (Attorney General Opinion
No. 85-015)
Additionally, the conference may be held for an equivalent of one half day in the evening of a day
that students are in attendance. Some districts use this approach which, for two such extra half
days, allows a day in which students are not in attendance and no conferences are being held to
meet the “parent-teacher” conference “test”.
If a school district does not utilize these days, this does not allow the district to shorten the length
of the school year, or otherwise reduce the number of days in the school calendar. Nor does it
increase the number of available calamity days.

Professional Meetings of
Of the 182 days of the school district calendar, the district calendar may show up to two days for
Teacher Days (ORC 3313.48 (B)) professional meetings of teachers. These days should occur during the regular school week and
would be days when school is not in session and students are not present.
Again, if a school district does not utilize these days, this does not allow the district to shorten
the length of the school year, or otherwise reduce the number of days in the school calendar,
nor does it increase the number of available calamity days.
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Topics
Calamity Days

Explanation and Rationale
Over the course of the school year, the school district may cancel school and be granted a waiver
(meaning that the day need not be made up) for the following circumstances:
Disease epidemic;
Hazardous weather conditions;
Law enforcement emergencies;
Inoperability of school buses or other equipment necessary to the school’s operation;
Damage to a school building;
Other temporary circumstances due to utility failure rendering the school building unfit for
use.
The Department of Education cannot approve requests for calamity day waivers for schools closed
for reasons not listed above. Situations for which waivers have been denied in the past include:
death of a student, teacher, or community leader and athletic team participation in state level
competitions.
The Superintendent of Public Instruction may waive days for calamities if “the number of
days the school was actually open for instruction with pupils in attendance and for
individualized parent-teacher conference and reporting periods is not less than 175.”
The commonly held belief there are five calamity days is derived from the following:
The district starts with the minimum 182-day calendar;
The district schedules both of the two days allowed for parent-teacher conference and
reporting, (thereby resulting in 180 days of “pupils in attendance”);
The district schedules the full two days for professional meetings, (thereby resulting in 178
days of “pupils in attendance”);
The total number of planned days with students in attendance and for individualized parentteacher conference and reporting periods is 180 (178+2). The difference between this number
and the 175 number stated in law is five.
If a district does not utilize the two days for parent teacher conferences and reporting, it does not
provide the district with any additional calamity days, even though the number of days in
attendance by students would be higher.
The only way a district can have more than five calamity days is if the school calendar, to begin
with, is set with more than 182 days. In such cases, a waiver from the State Superintendent is not
required, schools can be closed and the calendar adjusted by action of the district.
Closing of schools for these types of circumstances may be approved by a local Board of
Education; however, such days must be made up to the extent they would not put a district below
the number of days otherwise required by law.
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Topics
Contingency Days

Explanation and Rationale
In addition to the regular calendar, a district must designate at least five contingency days to be
utilized in the case where the number of calamity days exceeds the statutorily allowed amount.
Prior to September 1, a resolution specifying a contingency plan must be adopted by the district
board of education, under which the district’s students will make up days in excess of the five
“calamity” days that can be waived by the Superintendent of Public Instruction. The resolution
shall provide a plan for making up at least five school days. (ORC Section 3313.482) The
resolution shall not conflict with any collective bargaining agreement that is in effect in the
district. (ORC Section 3313.482 (A))
Many school districts will include holidays as part of their contingency plan. This is acceptable.
However, if calamity days occur in excess of the five authorized by law and the designated
contingency days have passed, then a district still must make up the excess calamity days.

Online Makeup of Excess
ORC 3313.88

Bomb Threat

HB 153 provides language that permits districts to make up three (3) days of missed instruction
for calamity by means of online learning. These three days apply to days “in excess of the number
of days permitted under ORC sections 3313.48, 3313.481 and 3317.01. Therefore, the first online
option day could only be exercised after the fifth calamity day or (day 6).
ORC 3313.88 provides districts and schools with the authority to submit a plan to utilize an online
option, and upon approval of the plan by ODE, these three days will NOT require a waiver. For
FY12 any district choosing to participate in the online calamity option must submit a
“preliminary” plan prior to the first day of August and a “final” plan by September 1, 2011. For
additional information, please refer to (www.education.ohio.gov, keyword: Online Calamity
Makeup).
Instructional time lost due to a bomb threat or report of an alleged impending explosion can be
made up by adding hours to other days. This can only be done in increments of not less than onehalf hour.
This is only required if the district would be unable to meet the minimum standards for a school
day and/or the requirement for minimum number of school days the school must be open for
instruction. A school district that makes up the hours in this fashion shall be deemed as having
complied with the relevant sections of the law. (ORC Section 3313.482)

Making Up School Time by
Extending the School Day
(ORC 3313.482 (A))

A district may extend the schedule during a day when a delay is required in order for the district to
provide the minimum number of hours required by law during that day. Hours for an extended
day can only be applied to that day, and not carried over into a different day.
There is no authority that allows for extending the school day to make up for lost hours in a
different day or days for any reason other than those resulting from a bomb threat or impending
explosion or weather delay.
Prior to entering into the process for extending the school day, school districts should carefully
review bargaining contracts and board policy to ensure there are no conflicts in implementation.

(ORC 3313.482 (B))

Districts having in excess of five calamity days and five contingency days may add time in
increments of one-half hour to other days on the calendar. Therefore, districts may choose to start
adding additional time in one-half hour increments to the existing school day schedule on the
eleventh calamity day.
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Topics
Two-Hour Delay or Two Hour
Early Dismissal (One hour for
half-day Kindergarten

Explanation and Rationale
A school district would not be considered to have failed to meet the 182-day requirement because
schools were open for instruction, but the length of the regularly scheduled school day was
reduced by not more than two hours due to hazardous weather conditions. This can be applied to
any number of days during the school year without requiring the use of a “calamity” day or
requiring that the time be made up. Districts are required to make up days for which the time lost
is in excess of two hours (one hour for half-day kindergarten). (ORC 3317.01 (B))
The one-hour standard for half-day kindergarten was developed based on one hour being
proportionally the same percentage as two hours for students in grades 1-6 (40%). The practical
implications of this are as follows:
If a morning kindergarten session is delayed two hours, to avoid making the day up, the
morning session should be extended to ensure that the school day for the morning
kindergarten students was not reduced by more than one hour.
If an afternoon kindergarten session is dismissed more than one hour early, it cannot be
counted as a day of class.
When the kindergarten day is canceled, or reduced by more than one hour, a waiver for a
“calamity” day should be requested. If the number of “calamity” days exceeds five days, those
days, in excess of five, must be made up according to the district’s contingency plan, or with
additional makeup days.

Kindergarten Phase-In Days

Kindergarten students may be phased-in with only certain pupils in attendance for up to three days
during any one school year. (ORC Section 3317.01)

Seniors Excused From
Attendance (3 days)

Twelfth grade students (seniors) may be excused from attendance for up to three additional days.
(ORC Section 3317.01)

Minimum Length of School Day
Kindergarten

Scheduled classes for kindergarten pupils shall be provided for the equivalent of at least 2.5 hours
per day. (Ohio Administrative Code (State Board Rule) 3301-35-06 (C)).

Grades 1-6

Scheduled classes for pupils in grades one through six shall be provided for the equivalent of at
least five hours per day, exclusive of the lunch period. (Ohio Administrative Code (State Board
Rule) 3301-35-06 (D).

Grades 7-12

Scheduled cases for pupils in grades seven through twelve shall be provided for the equivalent of
at least 5.5 hours per day, exclusive of the lunch period. (Ohio Administrative Code (State Board
Rule) 3301-35-06 (E)).
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