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Dr. Sue Zake became the director of the Office for Exceptional Children at 
the Ohio Department of Education in April 2012 with over 30 years of 
professional expertise in the field of education. Immediately prior to this 
role, she was the executive director of the Center for Teaching and Learning 
and the State Support Team (SST) Region 1 at the ESC of Lake Erie West. 
As executive director, she was accountable for all facets of the SST Region 1 
work scope including providing oversight and support to district 
administration and leadership teams in the area of school improvement and 
the design and implementation of effective instructional practices to improve 
student learning outcomes and close achievement gaps. She has also 
previously held the positions of special education teacher, coordinator of 
assessment and legal / compliance services, director of student services and 
director of the Northwest Ohio Special Education Regional Resource Center. 

Dr. Zake received a Bachelor of Education with a major in Emotionally 
Impaired and Elementary Education from Michigan State University. She 
received a Master of Education in Educational Administration and a Doctor of 
Educational Psychology with a minor in Educational Administration from the 
University of Toledo. 


