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Year 2 Instructional Cycles 1, 2, 3
Resident Educators, through collaboration and guidance of mentors, gain deeper understandings of teaching each time they implement and analyze the Teaching & Learning Cycle.   

Directions:

1. Resident Educators use the Instructional Cycle to analyze, plan, and reflect on 3 lessons.
2. Following the teaching of each lesson, Resident Educators reflect on the lesson by analyzing student work samples resulting from the lesson.

	Instructional Plan

	Assessment of Student Learning 

	Use the questions below to guide your analysis of assessments.
How does the assessment reflect the learning targets and/or lesson purpose? 
     
What high order thinking does the assessment require?
     
How does the assessment ask students to transfer learning to new situations?
     
How does the assessment provide opportunities for students to independently choose and implement high level instructional strategies? 
     
How will students monitor and track their progress?
     
What purposeful feedback on this assessment will lead students to deeper understanding of the assessed content and/or processes?
     
How did this conversation about assessment influence the lesson design?  

     


	Identifying the Student Learning Needs

	How will the relationship between the standards and the learning target be communicated?

     
What prior knowledge do students need for this lesson?
     
What are the connections to previous and future learning?
     


	Establishing the Learning Objectives : Learning Targets

	 What is the purpose of this lesson?

     
How does this lesson fit into the curriculum continuum for state content standards?

     
What in this lesson is important to know and understand today? What in this lesson will inform future learning? What enduring understandings could emerge from this lesson? 

     
How will the learning objectives/targets be made clear to students?

     
What misconceptions about content need to be considered? 

     


	Gathering Appropriate Resources  

	What new learning is needed to teach this content?

     
What resources will be necessary to plan and to teach this lesson? 

     
How did data inform the planning of this lesson?    
     


	Instructional Strategies (How the teacher conveys the content)

	What are the instructional strategies used for this lesson?


Why were these strategies chosen?


How will the instructional strategies lead students to independent and self-directed learning?


How do the strategies equip students for rigorous work?



	Instructional  Activities (What the students do to engage with and learn the content)

	What activities provide students opportunities for deliberate practice of the learning strategies?


What activities provide opportunities for authentic learning?


What activities require higher-order thinking skills?


What activities engage students in interdisciplinary connections?


What activities allow students to collaborate and share their knowledge?



	Differentiation

	How will you determine if differentiation is needed for this lesson?


How will you provide access and appropriate challenges for students?


How might the lesson be adapted to accommodate  students?



	Resources and Materials

	List resources and materials needed for this lesson.




Reflection:
Resident Educators, collaboratively, with the guidance of mentors, extend their understanding of the Teaching & Learning Cycle by analyzing student work. This best practice moves Resident Educators from grading student work for accuracy, to analyzing student work for understanding.
Preparation for Collaboration: 
After Resident Educators have planned and taught a lesson and assessed student work for accuracy and quality, they should bring the graded samples to be analyzed.  
	Guiding Questions for Analyzing Student Work   

	What questions came to mind after grading the work for accuracy?

How does the work meet expectations for high quality work?


How does the work reflect high levels of student inquiry and creativity? 

What does the work tell about how students learn? 


What trends and patterns are identified within the class? 


How does the work reflect independent student learning and self-monitoring?


What purposeful feedback will equip students to perform at a higher level?


What reflection questions might you ask students relating to the work?


How will the data gathered from this collaborative analysis be used in the planning of future lessons? 
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