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Activity 1: Multiple Meaning Words
Sample
My kitten is so tiny she needs help going up the stairs.
Circle the word that shows the meaning of tiny.
A. pretty
B. furry
C. small
1.

We bought cookies at the new shop in town.
Circle the words that show the meaning of shop.
A. a way of looking at things in a store
B. a place to buy things
C. a way of finding the best price

1

2.

The horse was running fast on the track.
Circle the words that show the meaning of track in this
sentence.
A. a place for racing
B. a footprint
C. a part of a railroad

STOP
2

Activity 2: Determining Meaning from Word Parts
Sample
We put up a birdhouse for the bluebirds in our backyard.
Circle the words that show what birdhouse means.
A. a place for birds to live
B. a food for birds to eat
C. a song for birds to sing
3.

Mary ran barefoot along the beach.
Circle the words that show the meaning of barefoot.
A. without shoes
B. in water
C. with speed

4.

Tom and Jake gathered firewood so they could get warm.
Circle the words that show what firewood means.
A. a place to build a fire
B. a kind of wood to make a fire
C. a kind of wood to build a camp
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5.

Lisa had to unfold the blanket to spread it across the bed.
Circle the word that shows the meaning of unfold.
A. roll
B. find
C. open

6.

Mom will reheat the cold soup for our lunch.
Circle the words that show the meaning of reheat.
A. to put away
B. to make something new
C. to cook again

STOP
4
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Activity 3: Literary Text Comprehension
Directions: Read the selection.
The Balloon Man

There was a man who sold balloons at the park. We called him
the Balloon Man. My little brother Warren wanted a balloon every time
we went.
One day we couldn’t find the Balloon Man. We asked the lady
who sold popcorn. She hadn’t seen him. We asked the boy selling
newspapers. He didn’t know where the Balloon Man was. We walked
slowly, looking everywhere. No Balloon Man!
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Warren started to cry.
Just then, we saw the Balloon Man. He held a giant bunch of
balloons! There were red, orange, yellow and blue balloons.
“Can we buy one of your balloons?” Mom asked.
“What color would you like?” the man asked.
“Blue!” Warren said.
The man gave Warren a blue balloon. Mom tied it around
Warren’s wrist. Warren had fun with his balloon!

Directions: Use the selection to answer questions 7 – 15.

7.

What does Warren do when his family can’t find the
Balloon Man?
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

8.

Where does this selection take place?
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
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9.

Just then, we saw the Balloon Man. He held a giant bunch of
balloons! There were purple, pink, red and green balloons.
How is this paragraph different from the original selection?
A. The Balloon Man held only a few balloons.
B. The balloons were red, orange, yellow and blue.
C. The balloons were tied to the Balloon Man’s wrists.

10.

Who ties the balloon around Warren’s wrist?
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
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11.

What does Warren want whenever he goes to the park?
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

12.

Based on the story, what will happen tomorrow when
Warren goes to the park?
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
Why?
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

13.

Based on the story, how does Warren feel about balloons?
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
How do you know?
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
9

14.

Write the main idea and two details from the selection.
Main idea:_________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
Detail 1:___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
Detail 2:___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

15.

What is the ending action in the selection?
A. Warren plays with a balloon.
B. Warren cries for a balloon.
C. Warren asks for a balloon.

STOP
10
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Activity 4: Informational Text Comprehension
Directions: Read the selection.
Pickles!
by Kathleen E. Jones

Did you know that a pickle is really just a cucumber? It is not hard
to turn a cucumber into a pickle. Here are the steps to follow to make
a pickle. First, look for a green, bumpy cucumber growing on a vine.
Next, pick a cucumber when its skin is thick, green and bumpy. Then
put a cucumber in salt water, vinegar or a sugary liquid for a few
weeks. Finally, the cucumber becomes a pickle. Are you surprised?
Some pickles are sweet. Some pickles are sour. Pickles come in
many shapes and sizes. We eat pickles that are shaped like spears. We
eat pickles that are long and round. We even eat pickles that are as
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flat as quarters. We put pickles on our hamburgers. We eat pickles out
of the jar. Some people even put pickles on their peanut butter
sandwiches! Fast food restaurants almost always put pickles on their
hamburgers. If you go to a picnic or barbecue, you’re sure to see
pickles.
Lots of people eat pickles, but not many people make their own
pickles. Next time you see a garden, look for a bumpy, green
cucumber growing on a vine that twists and turns around and around.
The people who planted the garden might turn the cucumbers into
pickles. If they offer you a pickle, the cucumber might have come
from their garden!

Directions: Use the selection to answer questions 16 – 23.

16.

What is the main purpose of the selection?
A. to tell a story about pickles
B. to describe what pickles look like
C. to give information about pickles
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17.

Fill in the chart about pickles with information from
the selection.

How the
Pickles Taste

What Liquid Are the
Pickles Soaked In?

Sweet

Vinegar
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18.

Number these events to show how a cucumber becomes a
pickle in the selection.
_____1____The cucumber grows on a vine.
__________ The cucumber is put in a liquid.
_____4____The cucumber becomes a pickle.
__________ The cucumber is picked when its skin is thick, green
and bumpy.

Directions: Use the table of contents from a book about pickles below
to answer Question 19.
Table of Contents
Growing cucumbers ............................................ 2
How a pickle is made .......................................... 4
How relish is made ............................................. 11
19.

You want to learn how to make pickles. On what page would
you look to find information that could help you?
A. 2
B.

4

C. 11
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20.

Which of these is a main idea from “Pickles!”?
A. Pick a cucumber when its skin is thick, green and bumpy.
B. We eat pickles that are as flat as quarters.
C. It is not hard to turn a cucumber into a pickle.

21.

What do fast food restaurants do with pickles?
A. put them on peanut butter sandwiches
B. put them on hamburgers
C. serve them right from the jar
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Directions: Use the reading selection and the web below to answer
question 22.

Long and flat

Pickle Shape

?

22.

Pickles come in many shapes and sizes. Long and flat is one
shape. What is another shape for pickles?
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

17

Go to the next page

Directions: Use the table below to answer question 23.

23.

Size of Cucumber

Good for Pickles

3 inches

Good

5 inches

Good

7 inches

Fair

10 inches

Poor

What sizes of cucumbers make good pickles?
1._________________________________________________________
2._________________________________________________________

STOP
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Activity 6: Oral Reading Accuracy, Fluency and
Retelling
Directions: Read the selection.
The Tent

Yesterday was a rainy day, so Maria could not play outside. Maria
tried to play a card game, but it wasn’t fun. She tried to watch T.V., but
that wasn’t fun either.
Then Maria’s dad had an idea. He could make a tent for Maria.
Her dad took a big sheet and spread it over some chairs. Then Maria
had a tent.
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Maria climbed inside. She first read a few books. Then Maria drew
pictures of animals with her crayons. She drew a dog and a cat.
Maria started to get hungry. She asked her dad a question. Could
she eat a snack in the tent? Her dad said yes. Maria’s dad brought her
some grapes. Maria was having a lot of fun. Later Maria left her tent.
She looked out the window. It had stopped raining. Maria went to play
outside.

STOP
21

DO NOT TURN THE PAGE

