Holistic Rubric for the Ohio Graduation Test
Writing

6 This is a superior piece of writing. The prompt is directly addressed,
and the response is effectively adapted to audience and purpose.
It is exceptionally developed, containing compelling ideas,
examples and details. The response, using a clearly evident
organizational plan, actively engages the reader with a unified and
coherent sequence and structure of ideas. The response
consistently uses a variety of sentence structures, effective word
choices and an engaging style.

5 This is an excellent piece of writing. The prompt is directly
addressed and the response is clearly adapted to audience and
purpose. It is very well-developed, containing strong ideas,
examples and details. The response, using a clearly evident
organizational plan, engages the reader with a unified and
coherent sequence and structure of ideas. The response typically
uses a variety of sentence structures, effective word choices and an
engaging style.

4 This is an effective piece of writing. While the prompt is addressed
and the response adapts to audience and purpose, there are
occasional inconsistencies in the response’s overall plan. The
response is well-developed, containing effective ideas, examples
and details. The response, using a good organizational plan,
presents the reader with a generally unified and coherent
sequence and structure of ideas. The response often uses a
variety of sentence structures, appropriate word choices and an
effective style.

3 This is an adequate piece of writing. While the prompt is generally
addressed and the response shows an awareness of audience and
purpose, there are inconsistencies in the response’s overall plan.
Although the response contains ideas, examples and details, they
are repetitive, unevenly developed and occasionally inappropriate.
The response, using an acceptable organizational plan, presents
the reader with a generally unified and coherent sequence and
structure of ideas. The response occasionally uses a variety of
sentence structures, appropriate word choices and an effective
style.
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2 This is a marginal piece of writing. While an attempt is made to
address the prompt, the response shows at best an inconsistent
awareness of audience and purpose. When ideas, examples and
details are present, they are frequently repetitive, unevenly
developed and occasionally inappropriate. The response, using a
limited organizational plan, does not present the reader with a
generally unified and coherent sequence and structure of ideas.
The response is exemplified by noticeable lapses in sentence
structure, use of appropriate word choices and a clear, readable
style.

1 This is an inadequate piece of writing. There is a weak attempt
made to address the prompt. The response shows little or no
awareness of audience and purpose. There is little or no
development of ideas, or the response is limited to paraphrasing
the prompt. There is little or no evidence of organizational structure.
The response is exemplified by severe lapses in sentence structure,
use of appropriate word choices and a clear, readable style.

0 The following are categories of papers that cannot be scored: off
task (complete disregard for the writing task identified by the
prompt), completely illegible, in a language other than English, or
no response.
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