What resources do you

Ohio Graduation Tests have to determine the best
Interpretive Guide

students?

Printed Score Reports (Student Score
Report, School Score Report, District

E d u c ato r Re p O rts Score Report, Intervention Plan, and

Interpretive Guides for the Family and
Educator Reports)

Understanding Your
Score Reports

" s standard performance. For additional
2. Click “Educator's Workroom online reporting todls click “User Guide” located

3. Enter Usemame and Password

[ )
Sprl ng 20 I 4 Multiple Web sites (www.success.
ode.state.oh.us; http://ims.ode.state.

oh.us)

Ohio
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What informat

The front page of each report contains an important message from

the Ohio Superintendent of Public Instruction.

Separate score reports for each grade level provide
information about the performance of your students who
took the Spring 2014 OGT, by school, by subject and hy

content standard.
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In addition, the
School Score Report
provides summary
performance, rosters
of all students’
performance

and

comparison
information.

The District Score
Report provides an Executive
Summary and school-hy-
school comparison data by
subject and by content /
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Separate Intervention
Plan(s) for each subject
accompany the School Score
Report(s) and contain a roster
of all students across all
grades that did not pass. These
reports should be used along
with other resources to design
customized programs for your
students.

Recommendations for
Next Steps are included
by subject.
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Overall performance by subject is
displayed by level of performance. These numbers
reflect the performance of students attempting
each test in spring 2014.

How did my school perform ov® ho Graduation Tests?

SCHOOL EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

N . Reading Mathematics ~ Writing Sdence  Sodial Studies
Readiag W Advenca

Of the 53 Grade 10 students in your . rcoten = 2 = =
school who attermpted the Spring 2014 Eosiatetes

Reading OGT, §3 percent of your W P i 2%
students have scored proficient or beter X

and 42 percent of your stadents have L

scored at the Advanced and Accelerated Limited —

e u -

Mathematics - -.,,,

Of the 53 Grade 10 students in your school who atterpted il ” 23
the Spring 2014 Mathematics OGT, 62 percent of your i

students have scored proficient or befter and 36 percent of 2o

‘your students have scored at the Advanced and Accelerated -”“ [
levels. » -

Writing = st .m
Of the 52 Grade 10 students in your school who attenpted -

the Spring 2014 Writing OGT, 88 percent of your stadents ol o ™
have scored proficient o better and 48 percent of your - =

students have scored at the Advanced and Accelerated . -
Tevels. i -

Science

Of the 53 Grade 10 students in your school who attenpted
the Spring 2014 Science OGT, 68 percent of your stadents
have scored proficient o better and 43 percent of your
students have scored at the Advanced and Accelerated

Tevels.
‘Social Studies
Of the 53 Grade 10 students in your school who atempied | present [ S5

the Spring 2014 Social Studies OGT, 72 percent of your
students have scored proficient or better and 55 percent of
your students have scored at the Advanced and Accelerated
levels.

Additional Reporting Tools

1. Log on to www.success.ode.state.oh.us

4.Click "Ohio Graduation Test"
5.Click 2014”

6.Click “Spring”

7.Click "Graduation”

8.Click any subject of your choice
9.Click "View All Students’ Scores”

Questions from the spring 2014
OGT will not be released.
Log on to www.success.ode.state.oh.us to

access released questions from previous
administrations and information on the
knowledge and skills necessary for students
to successfully respond to each question.

SCHOOL SCORE REPORT

“Test questions from the Spring 2014 administration of the OGT will not be rel
have been released and are available for review
Web site nations of the skills and knowled

individual test give an incomplete picture of the construction of the test and of 8
standards as a wh

formance, so it is better to focus on

View Released Questions from "5
Previous Administrations of =
the Reading OGT

These questions from the Spring 2009 Ohio Graduation Test measure Acquisition
of Vocabulary. Past questions should help you understand the test

Multiple-Chaice Questions: 1. Log on to www success ode state oh us
2. Click *OGT"

7.9,24,27,31,32,39, 41 3. Click “Teacher Tools”

 Build Practice Tests

These questions from the Spring 2009 Ohio Graduation Test measure Reading o T
Process. Past questions should help you understand the test. o

Multiple-Choice Questions: Score Constructed
* Response Questions

1,2,11,22,23,34,40

1. Click “See Released Questions”

2. Pick “Reading”

12,42 3. Pick any year

4. Pick a content standard that your school is
weak in

5. Select an item or multiple items

6. Click “I'm Ready”

Constructed-Response Questions:

These questions from the Spring 2009 Ohio Graduation Test measure
Informational Text. Past questions should help you understand the test.

Multiple-Chice Questions:
8,10, 13, 15, 25, 26, 28,30, 43, 44

Constructed-Response Questions:

14,29

1. Review the item
and the comect

These questions from the Spring 2009 Ohio Graduation Test measure Literary response
Text. Past questions should help you understand the test. 2. Scroll down to
view the section
“What knowledge
do students need
to understand this
concept?”

Muliple-Choice Questions:
3,5.6,33,35,37,38
Constructed-Response Questions:

4,36 =

EDUCATION.OHIO.GOV. THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION




How your school

compares to the district
and state for each subject is
shown.

HOW YOUR SCHOOL PERFORMED,
In your school, 83% of tenth gr;
Spring 2014 Reading OGT sct
similar to the percentage of
in your district and lower

s who attempted the
Cient or beter. This is
ho scored proficient or better
‘percentage of students who

Spring 2014 Reading OGT scored at the Advanced and

scored proficient or bettey and lower than the percentage of students who scored at the

Advanced and Accelerated levels across the state.

State WHAT THE PERFORMANCE LEVELS MEAN
wpeniens ]
ol I Advanced (448-552)
Students demonstrate an overall and complete understanding of grade-
appropriate taxt. They are consistently able to define unfamiliar and complex
words, read for understanding and explain and analyze the various ways authors
may influence text.

. Accelerated (429-447)
- an overall ing of g iate text, They

are able to define unfamiliar and complex words, read o2 understanding, explain
main ideas in informational text, and describe and explain elements of literature.

ideas in informational text, and describe and identify elements of literature.
e e ™

Basic (383-399)
Students continue to need help d
understanding, identifying main id
identifying elements of literature.

g unfamiliar words, reading for
| ormational b, ad daschbing and

l Limited (262-382)
Students need help understanding grad
defining unfamiliar words, reading for un
idea in text.

riate text. They struggle with
ing and recognizing the main

A |

Analysis of your school’s test results suggest that your Grade 10 students may benefit from focusing on

To address this concept in their classrooms, teachers could:

Have students read various nformationsl text passages and dentify the different rganizationa structur

blem-solution, ) and text features (e.g., titles, headings, index, append
should engage in discussion and focts on how these things help authors achieve their purposes and readers
understanding of text.

Have students practice analyzing augfors’ arguments by reading various texts that take differing positions on a
Students should identify and discyffauthors’ perspectives, use of graphics and use of rhetorical devices.

EDUCATION.OHIO.GOV

PG 2014 012346.6

In your school, 42% of tenth grade students who attempted the

Accelerated levels. This is similar to the percentage of students
who scored in the Advanced and Accelerated levels in your district

ssie . Proficient (400-428)
Students are able to define unfamiliar words, read for understanding, explain main

Ohio Graduation Tests Ohio SCHOOL DRE REPORT
This table presents the percentage of Grade 10 students from your school who are proficient or above.
Limited = Students Aslan/
Total English with African- | American Pacific Multi-
Proficient Disabilities American Indian Isander  Hispanic Racial White Migrant
AIR School 1
83% 83%
% Above Proficient
50%
\ | | | NA* | NAt | NAT | NAT | N N/A*
t : : : :
Total # of Stud o 12 o o o o o 53 o
M3 o 6 o o o o o 25 o
Femal I 0 [ 0 0 0 0 0 2t 0
AIR District 1
% Above Proficien| N/A* 50% N/A* N/A* N/A* N/A* N/A* 83% N/A*
Total # of Students’ 0 12 0 0 0 o 0 54 o
Males 0 3 0 ] 0 ] ] 26 o
Fom 0 6 0 0 0 0 2 0
State
% Above Proficient 44% 67% 78% 91% 74% 43%
Total # of Students’ 15284 20074 201 1650 2749 56
» 100: 9818 96 834 1380 28
5186 | 10173 | 102 | 816 | 1359 | 2

The Grade 10 District and School Score

Reports include disaggregated performance data for
each of the No Child Left Behind reporting categories. The
district report also includes this information for each school
in the district. The chart does not display performance
data for a category that has fewer than 10 students.

The report includes scaled score
ranges and explanations of each
Performance Level for each subject. m

Bwer than 10 students in any given category.
for each category because gender is not reported for every student
lur district, so the numbers may not match your Local Report Card.

THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
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Recommended Next Steps

A summary and suggestions for
improvement are included for each
subject at the bottom of the page.

A student roster lists all students, and summarizes

performance by scaled score and performance level for each
subject tested in spring 2014. Easy-to-read graphics help you
quickly identify students requiring additional resources and

support.

Log on to www.success.ode.state.oh.us to view an
electronic roster of all your students that can be expanded
to include information on each content standard and

sorted to group students in several ways.

OGT Student Roster

LEGEND:
“This roster shows the performance of each Grade 10 student in your school who took the
ol ‘Testin one or Tt lists the scaled score and performance level ®  ndvanced
for each student in each subject tested and also indicates whether the student has passed all ®  Accelerated
subjects anc et he sat tesing requirements o be awardsd an Ohio High School Diplorma.
. S L P O profctent
@ Basc
Use ths report toether with the Intervention Plan and the Wb stes lsted in the repors 10 0 Limited <
provide interventon to those students who have not acieved proficiency and to further =
challenge students who have,  Passedall subjects ¢
1\ Didnotpass all subjects 3
X
o
Reading ‘Mathematics Writing A
Studont Name ansubgocts | . = - = 5
catod calod calod calod calod 3
Soalod | Lover | Seted | yover | Soalod | Lover [ Sced | yover | So2lod | Lover | of
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The District Score Report is similar
to the School Score Report. However, you
will find additional helpful summaries and
comparison information in this report.

DISTRICT SCORE REPORT DISTRICT SCORE REPORT

ts include five subjects: reading, mathematics, writing, science, and social studies.
Tharts below Show the percentage of tenth grade students in your district and state who have passed 5, 4,

DISTRICT EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

LEGH

i - - gy s po 8¢ 5
:):l::é‘ll Grade 10 students in your = :Mlnmd = ] a0 @ @ a6 2,1, and 0 of the subjects included in the OGT.
district who attempted the Spring 2014 cosiarate . .
Reading OGT, 74 percent of your I P b =] NUMBER OF SUBJECTS PASSED BY STUDENTS Tha mfon?;‘auon in the charts below reflects only those Grade 10
students have scored proficient or - s 4321 0 students who attemy
better and 33 percent of your students - . .
pave s it Advanccdnd | s . BN mEm The Grade 10 district and school
b -
Mathematics H
ofu:;wazade 10 students in your district who 5% it kol I’epOI’tS |nC|Ude ple Charts
5 YU A 5% S Of the Grade 10 Students i
attempted the Spring 2014 Mathematics OGT, 63 percent Your District th t d 0 | th t f
of your students have scored proficient or better and 36 = I ."*
percent of your students have scored at the Advanced and . - a ISp ay € percen ages 0o
Accelerated levels
p . = I I students that passed none, one,
Of the 603 Grade 10 students in your district who i i
Shte 85 G J0senl oy ur Aot oe = — = two, three, four, or five of subjects
‘your students have scored proficient or better and 33
percent of your students have scored at the Advanced and - . | B = .m (from grade 10 students that
Accelerated levels. L
scionce B attempted all five subjects).
Of the 613 Grade 10 students in your district who
attenpted the Spring 2014 Science OGT, 49 percent of
‘your students have scored proficient or better and 21
percen of you stidnts e sore 2 e Advancd and The i‘m o the Grade 10 Students n the State
Social Studies ) . " = 65% scored proficient or better in all 5 OGT subjects
o o g T Bt St S oo | B ™ = 11% scored proficient or better in 4 of the 5 OGT subjects.
of your sudents have sored poficient o betir and 32 7% scored proficient or better in 3 of the 5 OGT subjects.
° o percent of your students have scored at the Advanced and  {nos detict " = 5% scored proficient or better in 2 of the 5 OGT subjects.
Accclerated levels. BARRESS L Sag ot G 5% scored proficient or better in 1 of the 5 OGT subjects.
o 7% scored proficient or better in 0 of the 5 OGT subjects.
1. Log on to www.success.ode.state.oh.us
4.Click “Ohio Graduation Test"
5.Click “2014"
6.Click “Spring”
7.Click “Graduation”
8.Click any subject of your choice
9.Click “View All Students’ Scores”

Educators can use the online

reporting tools to sort students
by name, scaled score, overall
proficiency level, and content standard performance
tips on how to use the online reporting tools click “U
beneath the “Help” tab

DISTRICT SCORE REPORT

Ohio|

Click “Educator’s Workroom”
Enter Username and Password

EDUCATION.OHIO.GOV @ THE OHIO DEPART|
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HOW YOUR DISTRICT PERFORMED

the percentage of students who scored in
the Advanced and Accelerated levels in
similar districts and lower than the
percentage of students who scored at the
Advanced and Accelerated levels across
the state.

In your district, 74% of tenth grade
students who attempted the Spring 2014
Reading OGT scored proficient or better.
This is lower than the percentage of
students who scored proficient or better

percentage of students who scored
proficient or better across the state.
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In your district, 33% of tenth grade
students who attempted the Spring 2014
Reading OGT scored at the Advanced
and Accelerated levels. This is similar to

IS

in similar districts and lower than the

the D

Your Like The Air Sch- Air Sch- !

District Districts' State 00l 2 00l 5 |

= g =
o _— 1
) !
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: [ Eaa  E -m’ [R——, B e e |
23% 23% 30% 18% |

= BEEpg EFriy§
K This report shows your district’s l l I I I I% {
= performance by school, :
by subject and performance = ot — - e
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level. It also contains summary
percentages for scores above and
below proficiency.

Performance Levels
are explained under each
subject’s summary.

% Below
Proficient

Mike disticts are calculated

WHAT THE PERFORMANCE LEVELS MEAN

I Advanced (448-552)

B Accelerated (429-447)

asinLocal Report Cards

Students demonstrate an overall and complete understanding of
grade-appropriate text. They are consistently able to define
miliar and complex words, read for understanding and
explain and analyze the various ways authors may influence text.

Students demonstrate an overall understanding of grade-

appropriate text. They are able to define unfamiliar and complex
words, read for understanding, explain main ideas in .
informational text, and describe and explain elements of

literature.

EDUCATION.OHIO.GOV

Spiing 2014 012345 1

®

Proficient (400-428)

Students are able to define unfamiliar words, read for
understanding, explain main ideas in informational text, and
describe and identify elements of literature.

Basic (383-399)

Students continue to need help defining unfamiliar words, reading
for understanding, identifying main ideas in informational text, and
describing and identifying elements of literature.

Limited (262-382)

Students need help understanding grade-appropriate text. They
struggle with defining unfamiliar words, reading for understanding
and recognizing the main idea in text.

THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
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DISTRICT SCORE REPORT

Ohio

Students who are clearly proficient are placed in the “Above Proficient” category. Students who are clearly ny
“Below Proficient” category. In some cases, the test does not provide enough information to tell with conf
met proficiency within a content standard. These students are placed in the “Near Proficient” category,

Your district’s performance
by content standard in
each tested subject, by school,
also provides a comparison to
similar districts and to the state.

Chio |

ministration of the OGT will not be released. Howe|
eased and are available for review at the Success We|

e skills and knowledge that students require to cor]
plete picture of the construction of the test and of sty

Acquisition of Vocabulary

Students use context clues to determine word
meaning. They are able to examine and understand
the use and function of analogical relationships
and figurative language as tools. They are able to
explain events that have impacted the English

Above
Proficient

Your
District

- - [l -
new > > B B B B
29% 26% 16%! 26% 349 21

1

Like
District

Air Sch-
ool2 ool 3 ool4. ool 5

I
I
|
= [l Il .|
-
z

AirSch-  AirSch-  Air Sch-

These questions from the Spring 2009 Chio Graduation Test measure Acquisition
of Vocabulary. Past questions should help you understand the test.

Multiple-Choice Questions:

demonstrate the ability to analyze text features and Near

graphics, recognize an author’s use of rhetorical Proficient

language, use multiple resources and apply their ::T:: o . e ss%: 7.9,24,27,31,32, 39,41
knowledge of roots and affixes to infer word Proficient I |
meaning. | 5
Reading Process Your Like The " Aisch  AwSch  AwSch-  AiSch  Awsch |
Students read grade-appropriate texts using District  Districts ~ State | ool1 ool2 ool3 ool4 ools I| These questions from the Spring 2009 Chio Graduation Test measure Reading
reading comprehension strategies. They self- Aove . . : . - .
monitor their comprehension and demonstrate that roficien 7% ss04l 48% 38% 519 s 3 -
undlerstanding by responding to literal, infcremiafl, :e:r fent [ 25%I B3 -4;% - . | YOU | | I’lOte that the re are th ree categ O rl es
evaluative, and synthesis questions related to self- Proficient 21% 9% of roficienc t th nt nt t nd I’d
selected and assigned text(s). Below p y a e conte Sta a
Profcent level. The number of questions tested
by content standard is not sufficient to
identify with absolute certainty the Near
Informational Text (O 0O OO o .
Vou ke T A R Proficiency grouping. These students are
Students read and analyze different types of DEtIHY Districts (RCE gl . . q
informational text in order to examine and rbove ! neither obviously above nor obviously below
understand an author’s purpose. Students Proficient .65%I .55% -40% .54% prOfICIent_thelr scores are '[OO C|OS€ tO te”

- e

22% 34%

- 24% [N 2
2

help create conflic
evaluating these el
recognize universg

and
The Grade 10 students in your district show a relati;

EDUCATION.OH|

Spring 2014 012345 1

'weakness in

to review your

language, critique text appropriateness, and use Below I
multiple sources to evaluate and critique a topic. Proficient : J Constructed-Response Questions:
_______________ = 14,29
Literary Text ‘ e e = = = = = =
) . DYS° Dé‘":ii‘s ST,'a'fe 1 Mesch [ Alsds s T Anse s These questions from the Spring 2009 Ohio Graduation Test measure Literary
Students read a variety of authors and interact with I ! Text. Past questions should help you understand the test.
a variety of texts from different cultures. |
Characters, setting | Multiple-Choice Questions:
language are some| DISTRICT SCORE REPORT Oh: %)

General Recommendations

Students will be better prepared for the test if teachers teach to the
standards rather than drill specific test items. However, familiarity
with test formats increases student confidence during testing.
Look at the test online and ensure that leaders in your district help
teachers remember to use the language of the standards in

EDUCATION

3,3, 6,33,35,37,38
Constructed-Response Questions:

4,36

EDUCATION.OHIO.GOY @

Spring 2014 012345.1

instruction and to give students experience with similar items in

classroom assessments.

Your curriculum leaders can visit the OGT Student Web site at
success.ode stat

online for events throughout the state.

n that the most effective professional

rams are embedded in the job. For example,
‘meet together and compare assignments and

. they all benefit.

Recommended Next Steps
by subject area are tailored

to the specific needs of your
district.

EDUCATION.OHI0.GOV

Spng 2014 012345 1

site, go to education.ohio.gov and search

h.us to see how each item links to the
standards. This information can help them set agendas for
curriculum, lesson planning and instructional and classroom

assessment.

THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
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What

INTERVENTION PLAN

This roster shows the performance of each student who did,
your school. The students are listed alphabetically and b
and performance of each student in reading and his o
standard (above, below or near proficient). It also 1}

needs to be retested.

Use this report together with the School
customized intervention programs for

An Intervention Plan (one
for each subiject) is prepared for
each school and is a resource
to accompany the School Score
Report. It contains a roster of
students, separated by grade,
who did not meet proficiency in
the subject.

ficiency in reading in
roster shows the scaled s|
ance on each reading content
er subjects in which the student

Above Proficient |
= Near Proficient

Below Proficient
d the Web sites listed on the reports to design
dents.

Performance on Content Standards

Other
Student Name

Subjects Not
Passed in
Spring 2014 (262 - 382) (383 -399)

Reading Scaled Score
and Proficiency Level

of i Infor

Limited Basic Vocabulary Process Text Literary Text

GRADE 10: 7 STUDENTS DID NOT PASS

Adama, William Mwsc | : | 302 = =

Beatle, Kara M,So : 396 = = =

Cameron, James Sc,So \g 378

Flenderson, Toby W,So \ 394 =

Kirkland, Joshua So 4 . .

R T o Xt‘& = The Intervention Plan for each subject
Tanner, C M.Sc B

GRADE 11: 1 STUDENT DID NOT PASS

shows the students’ performance on

Verne, Jules | M,W,Sc,So |_ 367 ] \,\

the content standards and lists other
\ subjects attempted and not

passed in the spring 2014 OGT.

INTERVENTION PLAN Ohio |

This roster shows the performance of each student who did not meet proficiency in mathematics in
your school. The students are listed alphabetically and by grade. The roster shows the scaled score
and performance of each student in mathematics and his or her performance on each mathematics
content standard (above, below or near proficient). It also lists any other subjects in which the
student needs to be retested.

LEGEND:
Above Proficient
= NearProficient

Below Proficient
Use this report together with the School Report and the Web sites listed on the reports to des
customized intervention programs for your students.

Per on Content
Other Maat::matlcs Scale:e‘SI:tlne Number, Soomatry Patterns, Dité
Student Name Not Passed Nomber and Spatial | Functions | Analysis
in Spring «:l;-) Sense _and Sense and and_ )
2014 Operations Algebra Probability
GRADE 10: 7 STUDENTS DID NOT PASS
EDUCATION. OHIO. GOV Adama, William Rwsc | j974 =
Beatle, Kara R.So 399 =
Spring 2014 012345.7 Cameron, James Sc.S0 ' 392 = =
Flenderson, Toby Sc . 397 = = = =
Kirkland, Joshua : 399 = = = =
Mongoose, Timothy ' 397 = = =
Tanner, Chri R.Sc I 0 387 =
GRADE 11: 1 STUDENT DID NOT PASS
Verne, Jules R.W.Sc.So ’ﬁ 351
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What are the Ohio Graduation Tests
(OGT)?

The Ohio Graduation Tests (OGT) are standards-based tests
that measure the level of reading, writing, mathematics,
science, and social studies skills expected of students by the
end of 10th grade.

Why do we administer the OGT?

The OGT are the tests that students must pass in order to
earn an Ohio high school diploma. They replace the Ninth-
Grade Proficiency Tests, starting with the class of 2007. The
OGT meet the federal law for high school testing. Please
see the Operating Standards for Ohio Schools, which may

be accessed at www.ode.state.oh.us.

What is the purpose of the OGT?

The purpose of the OGT is to make sure all Ohio students
who receive a high school diploma show at least the
minimum level of reading, writing, mathematics, science,
and social studies skills that are expected of students by the
end of the 10th grade.

When are the OGT administered?
OGT test administrations:

* Spring of 10th grade

¢ Summer between 10th and 11th grade (optional)
* Fall and spring of 11th grade

e Summer between 11th and 12th grade (optional)
* Fall and spring of the 12th grade

Are there alternatives to the OGT?

There are other ways for students to receive a diploma if
they don’t pass the OGT. Refer to the Ohio Department of
Education (ODE) Web site at education.ohio.gov and search
for “Alternative Pathway.”

How were the tests developed?
Committees of parents, educators and other Ohioans
review all test questions for every test to ensure they are
fair to all students. Every tested subject has a blueprint that
links the benchmarks and standards to the tested material.
It also indicates the types of questions, along with point
values. The blueprint for reading lists the types of passages,
number of questions, and length and types of questions. For
more detailed information about blueprints, please refer to
the Ohio Department of Education (ODE) Web site at
www.OhioAcademicStandards.com.

May | duplicate this guide?

You may duplicate the Family Interpretive Guide as well
as the Educator Interpretive Guide. The guides have been
designed to copy in both color and black and white.

For more information

Ohio Department of Education (ODE)
Office of Assessment

25 S. Front Street

Columbus, OH 43215
1-614-466-0223, 1-614-995-5568 (Fax)

American Institutes for Research (AIR)
1000 Thomas Jefferson Street, NW
Washington, DC 20007-3835
1-877-231-7809, 1-877-231-7813 (Fax)
E-mail: ogthelpdesk@air.org

Web site information

The Ohio Department of Education’s Web site:
education.ohio.gov

Ohio’s Academic Standards:
www.OhioAcademicStandards.com

Additional information on OGT:
education.ohio.gov. Search for “OGT.”

Ohio’s Success Portal:
www.success.ode.state.oh.us
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Glossary of Terms/Definitions

Benchmarks— Benchmarks are the specific components of the knowledge or skill identified by an academic
content, performance or operational standard. A benchmark can be characterized as being declarative,
procedural or contextual in the type of knowledge it describes. Attainment is communicated through a
performance task (the construction of a response) and performance level (the defined score point on a formal
assessment). Refer to www.ode.state.oh.us and search for “Academic Content Standards Frequently Asked
Questions.”

Blueprints— Test blueprints contain information about individual tests, including the number of test questions
and the number of points for each test question. In addition, test blueprints identify the number of test questions
by category: short-answer, multiple-choice or extended-response. Blueprints for reading, writing, mathematics,
science and social studies are available in PDF format from the ODE Web site.

Content Areas—Content Areas are also known as subjects: e.g., reading, mathematics, writing, science, and
social studies.

Content Standards—Content Standards are the major topics within each subject: e.g. Ohio Content
Standards for mathematics are Number, Number Sense and Operations; Measurement; Geometry and Spatial
Sense; Patterns, Functions and Algebra; and Data Analysis and Probability.

Performance Standards—Performance Standards are the levels of proficiency, adopted by the Ohio
Department of Education, that a student must achieve on the Ohio Graduation Tests in order to meet graduation
requirements.

Performance Level Descriptors (PLDs)—There are five Performance Level Descriptors or levels of
proficiency in each subject area. Three of the performance levels (Advanced, Accelerated, and Proficient)
are above the ‘passing’ score of 400. Two Performance Level Descriptors (Basic and Limited) are below the
‘passing’ score. Each subject area has its own specific descriptions of each of these performance levels.

Reporting Results— Results are reported using a scaled score for overall achievement as well as for the
number of points received for each of the content standards in each subject area.

Raw Scores—A student’s raw score is the sum of the points he or she has earned.

Scaled Scores—Because raw scores may not be comparable across test administrations, they are converted
to scaled scores for reporting purposes. Since all test administrations within the same subject are equated to the
same scale, scaled scores allow comparisons between different students taking different administrations of the
test. Scaled scores are not comparable across different subjects.




