
What resources do you 
have to determine the best 
instructional program for the 
students?

Printed Score Reports (Student Score 
Report, School Score Report, District 
Score Report, Intervention Plan, and 
Interpretive Guides for the Family and 
Educator Reports)

On-line Reporting Tools

Multiple Web sites (www.success.
ode.state.oh.us; http://ims.ode.state.
oh.us)

What can you do with these 
resources?

•	 re-roster students
•	 analyze data 
•	 download data
•	 re-print PDF student reports
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Overall performance by subject is 
displayed by level of performance. These numbers 
reflect the performance of students attempting 
each test in spring 2013. 

Questions from the spring 2013 
OGT will not be released.  
Log on to www.success.ode.state.oh.us to 
access released questions from previous 
administrations and information on the 
knowledge and skills necessary for students 
to successfully respond to each question.

Separate score reports for each grade level provide 
information about the performance of your students who 
took the Spring 2013 OGT, by school, by subject and by 
content standard.

In addition, the 
School Score Report 

provides summary 
performance, rosters 

of all students’ 
performance 

and 
comparison 
information. 

The District Score 
Report provides an Executive 
Summary and school-by-
school comparison data by 
subject and by content 
standard.
 

Recommendations for 
Next Steps are included 
by subject.

The front page of each report contains an important message from 
the Ohio Superintendent of Public Instruction.
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Separate Intervention 
Plan(s) for each subject 
accompany the School Score 
Report(s) and contain a roster 
of all students across all 
grades that did not pass. These 
reports should be used along 
with other resources to design 
customized programs for your 
students.
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A student roster lists all students, and summarizes 
performance by scaled score and performance level for each 
subject tested in spring 2013. Easy-to-read graphics help you 
quickly identify students requiring additional resources and 
support.

Log on to www.success.ode.state.oh.us to view an 
electronic roster of all your students that can be expanded 
to include information on each content standard and 
sorted to group students in several ways.

How your school 
compares to the district 
and state for each subject is 
shown. 

The report includes scaled score 
ranges and explanations of each 

Performance Level for each subject.

Recommended Next Steps 
A summary and suggestions for 
improvement are included for each 

subject at the bottom of the page.

The Grade 10 District and School Score 
Reports include disaggregated performance data for 
each of the No Child Left Behind reporting categories. The 
district report also includes this information for each school 
in the district. The chart does not display performance 
data for a category that has fewer than 10 students.
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Performance Levels 
are explained under each 
subject’s summary.

This report shows your district’s 
performance by school, 
by subject and performance 
level. It also contains summary 
percentages for scores above and 
below proficiency.

The District Score Report is similar 
to the School Score Report. However, you 
will find additional helpful summaries and 
comparison information in this report.

The Grade 10 district and school 
reports include pie charts 
that display the percentages of 
students that passed none, one, 
two, three, four, or five of subjects 
(from grade 10 students that 
attempted all five subjects).



5

Recommended Next Steps 
by subject area are tailored 
to the specific needs of your 
district. 

You’ll note that there are three categories 
of proficiency at the content standard 
level. The number of questions tested 
by content standard is not sufficient to 
identify with absolute certainty the Near 
Proficiency grouping. These students are 
neither obviously above nor obviously below 
proficient—their scores are too close to tell.

Your district’s performance 
by content standard in 
each tested subject, by school, 
also provides a comparison to 
similar districts and to the state. 
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The Intervention Plan for each subject 
shows the students’ performance on 
the content standards and lists other 
subjects attempted and not 
passed in the spring 2013 OGT.

An Intervention Plan (one 
for each subject) is prepared for 
each school and is a resource 
to accompany the School Score 
Report. It contains a roster of 
students, separated by grade, 
who did not meet proficiency in 
the subject.
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What are the Ohio Graduation Tests 
(OGT)?
The Ohio Graduation Tests (OGT) are standards-based tests 
that measure the level of reading, writing, mathematics, 
science, and social studies skills expected of students by the 
end of 10th grade.  

Why do we administer the OGT?
The OGT are the tests that students must pass in order to 
earn an Ohio high school diploma. They replace the Ninth-
Grade Proficiency Tests, starting with the class of 2007. The 
OGT meet the federal law for high school testing. Please 
see the Operating Standards for Ohio Schools, which may 
be accessed at www.ode.state.oh.us.

What is the purpose of the OGT?
The purpose of the OGT is to make sure all Ohio students 
who receive a high school diploma show at least the 
minimum level of reading, writing, mathematics, science, 
and social studies skills that are expected of students by the 
end of the 10th grade.

When are the OGT administered?
OGT test administrations:
• Spring of 10th grade
• Summer between 10th and 11th grade (optional)
• Fall and spring of 11th grade
• Summer between 11th and 12th grade (optional)
• Fall and spring of the 12th grade

Are there alternatives to the OGT?
There are other ways for students to receive a diploma if 
they don’t pass the OGT. Refer to the Ohio Department of 
Education (ODE) Web site at education.ohio.gov and search 
for “Alternative Pathway.”

How were the tests developed?
Committees of parents, educators and other Ohioans 
review all test questions for every test to ensure they are 
fair to all students. Every tested subject has a blueprint that 
links the benchmarks and standards to the tested material. 
It also indicates the types of questions, along with point 
values. The blueprint for reading lists the types of passages, 
number of questions, and length and types of questions. For 
more detailed information about blueprints, please refer to 
the Ohio Department of Education (ODE) Web site at 
www.OhioAcademicStandards.com.

May I duplicate this guide?
You may duplicate the Family Interpretive Guide as well 
as the Educator Interpretive Guide. The guides have been 
designed to copy in both color and black and white.
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For more information

Ohio Department of Education (ODE) 
Office of Assessment
25 S. Front Street
Columbus, OH  43215
1-614-466-0223, 1-614-995-5568 (Fax) 

American Institutes for Research (AIR) 
1000 Thomas Jefferson Street, NW
Washington, DC  20007-3835 
1-877-231-7809, 1-877-231-7813 (Fax) 
E-mail: ogthelpdesk@air.org

Web site information

The Ohio Department of Education’s Web site:
education.ohio.gov

Ohio’s Academic Standards: 
www.OhioAcademicStandards.com

Additional information on OGT: 
education.ohio.gov. Search for “OGT.”

Ohio’s Success Portal:
www.success.ode.state.oh.us
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Glossary of Terms/Definitions

Benchmarks— Benchmarks are the specific components of the knowledge or skill identified by an academic 
content, performance or operational standard. A benchmark can be characterized as being declarative, 
procedural or contextual in the type of knowledge it describes. Attainment is communicated through a 
performance task (the construction of a response) and performance level (the defined score point on a formal 
assessment). Refer to www.ode.state.oh.us and search for “Academic Content Standards Frequently Asked 
Questions.”

Blueprints— Test blueprints contain information about individual tests, including the number of test questions 
and the number of points for each test question. In addition, test blueprints identify the number of test questions 
by category: short-answer, multiple-choice or extended-response. Blueprints for reading, writing, mathematics, 
science and social studies are available in PDF format from the ODE Web site.

Content Areas—Content Areas are also known as subjects: e.g., reading, mathematics, writing, science, and 
social studies.

Content Standards—Content Standards are the major topics within each subject: e.g. Ohio Content 
Standards for mathematics are Number, Number Sense and Operations; Measurement; Geometry and Spatial 
Sense; Patterns, Functions and Algebra; and Data Analysis and Probability.

Performance Standards—Performance Standards are the levels of proficiency, adopted by the Ohio 
Department of Education, that a student must achieve on the Ohio Graduation Tests in order to meet graduation 
requirements. 

Performance Level Descriptors (PLDs)—There are five Performance Level Descriptors or levels of 
proficiency in each subject area. Three of the performance levels (Advanced, Accelerated, and Proficient) 
are above the ‘passing’ score of 400. Two Performance Level Descriptors (Basic and Limited) are below the 
‘passing’ score. Each subject area has its own specific descriptions of each of these performance levels.

Reporting Results— Results are reported using a scaled score for overall achievement as well as for the 
number of points received for each of the content standards in each subject area. 

Raw Scores—A student’s raw score is the sum of the points he or she has earned. 

Scaled Scores—Because raw scores may not be comparable across test administrations, they are converted 
to scaled scores for reporting purposes. Since all test administrations within the same subject are equated to the 
same scale, scaled scores allow comparisons between different students taking different administrations of the 
test. Scaled scores are not comparable across different subjects. 


