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Purpose of this Session 

1.  Identification and Assessment of English Language 
Learners (ELL) 

ïOhio Test of English Language Acquisition 
(OTELA) 

ïGeneral test administrationðOhio Achievement 
Assessments (OAA) and Ohio Graduation Tests 
(OGT) 

2.  Next Generation of Assessments 

3.  What is New for Ohio Assessments 

 

 



Identification and 

Assessment of 

the English Language 

Learner  



Determine Need for 

Identification 
Recently enrolled student 

Observed difficulty in classroom with English  

Reading, Writing, Speaking, Listening ï 

one or multiple 

Observation alone cannot identify the ELL 



ELL Identification 
Identify and Assess 

to determine ELL 
status 

Student has been 
identified as ELL 

Student takes 
appropriate 
assessment 

OTELA  
OAA in 

addition to 
OTELA 

OGT in 
addition to 

OTELA 

Two-step process: 

1) Home-Language Survey 

2) Formal assessment 



Testing of English Language Learners 

(ELL) 

Two required areas of testing: 

Å English Language Proficiency Assessmentð

Ohio Test of English Language Acquisition 

(OTELA) 

Å Participation in State Assessments ï OAA or 

OGT must be administered; OTELA does not 

take the place of OAA or OGT 



 

Ohio Test of English Language 

Acquisition 

OTELA 



OTELA 
 

Ohio Test of English Language Acquisition 

(OTELA): 

Required annual English Language proficiency 

assessment under Federal Title III and NCLB 

Required for all identified ELL students ï students 

not identified as ELL cannot take OTELA 

Is not to be used as an intake or ñplacementò 

assessment tool but OTELA scores may be used to 

allow additional accommodations 

 



OTELA Test Window 

 
Dates of Administration grade bands Kï12  

 

January 14ïMarch 8, 2013 

March 11, 2013 - deadline for materials pickupðno 

changes acceptedðmaterials picked up after this 

date will not be scored 

No modified dates 

May 8, 2013 ï electronic score results 
 
Four domains: Reading, Writing, Speaking, and 
Listening 

 



Testing of ELL 
OTELA 

Ordering OTELA materials 

Test material ordering process ï TIDE  

TIDE closed Nov. 1, 2012 

Districts that did not order during the fall window will 

NOT receive materials during the initial distribution 

Additional order window ï Jan. 7 ï March 6, 2013 

One form ï no field-test questions 

 



OTELA ï Grade Bands 

Kï2 Band ï Observation; self scored and recorded on 

scannable sheets sent to the test vendor 

Grade Bands 3-12 

Reading, Writing, Listening may be group administered 

Speaking must be individually administered 

Listening and Speaking Tests: 

Timed presentation on CD 

Must not stop CD task once started 

If stop, will affect results 

Speaking 

Mark 0 if student does not give response 

 



OTELA 

2012 

DATA 



Tested n-count from  

2011 to 2012 

Grade 

band  

2011  

n-count  

2012  

n-count  

Difference 

K  4,761 5,338 577 
1-2 9,195 9,839 644 
3-5 10,943 11,360 417 
6-8 6,679 6,628 -51 
9-12 6,332 6,104 -228 

37,910 39,269 



Average performance across 

domains and grade clusters 
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Listening

Speaking

Reading

Writing



Intermediate or above across 

administrations ï Comprehension 
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Intermediate or above across 

administrations ï Production 
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Intermediate or above across 

administrations ï Composite 
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OTELA 
Accommodations  

and  

Special Versions 

  

 



Accommodations and Special Versions  

OTELA 

Accommodations ï ELL student with IEP/504 Plan 

Scribe ï Reading, Writing, Listening 

Read Aloud ï by Test Administrator for Reading 

and Writing ï cannot read the reading passage 

aloud 

Special Versions 

Large Print 

Braille 



OAA and OGT 
Accommodations  

and  

Special Versions 

  

 



 

 Accommodations ï Basic  

OAA and OGT 
 Basic accommodations for all identified ELL students 

Dictionary ï intent is word for word, no definitions; 
however, choice is up to district  

Paper copy ï allowable  

Hand-held electronic ï allowable  

No computer dictionary is allowed 

Extended time to be completed in one school day 

Foreign-exchange students can have NO 
accommodations unless identified as ELL prior to 
test 



Testing of ELL 

 Accommodations ï Additional  

OAA and OGT 

Criteria for additional ELL accommodations: 

ELL student has been enrolled in U.S. schools for 

less than three years AND 

ELL student is at the ñbeginningò or ñintermediateò 

level in Reading and Writing on an assessment of 

English language proficiency 



Accommodations and Special Versions 

Additional  

OAA 
Spring 2013 administration ï all test subjects 

Translated forms (CDs) available 

Spanish, Japanese 

Oral translators allowed ï reimbursement provided 

English audio forms (CDs) available 

English read aloud (by person) ï Read-Aloud Script 
is required and must be ordered �± TA does not 
use the test booklet 

Spanish bilingual form available 

Form SV available sent automatically when special 
versions ordered 


