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OHIO’S LEARNING STANDARDS

Ohio’s Learning Standards identify what students should
know and be able to do.

El TEST BLUEPRINT |

Each test has a test blueprint. The test
blueprint identifies the content covered,
the skills to be measured, and other
content-relevant aspects of the test. Test
blueprints contain information about
individual tests, including the number of
points on the test and how the learning
standards are grouped in order to report

TEST SPECIFICATIONS the test results.

Each test has test specifications. The test specifications (test specs)
provide an overview of the structure of the test. This overview
includes a description of the test design, information on the types
of items that will appear on the test, and statements that provide
any limitations on the content based on grade-level learning
expectations.
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http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/OLS-Graphic-Sections/Learning-Standards
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Testing/
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PERFORMANCE LEVEL DESCRIPTORS

T
Performance level descriptors (PLDs) illustrate what students PRACTICE TESTS, RELEASED
should know or be able to do at each of the five performance ITEMS AND SCORING GUIDES

levels: Limited, Basic, Proficient, Accelerated and Advanced.
During standard setting, every test has a committee of Ohio
stakeholders that reviews the test, discusses what the different
levels of performance mean in terms of the test and reviews
impact data on student performance. Ultimately, these
committees make a recommendation to the State Board of
Education to set the performance standards (cut scores) that
represent each of the five performance levels.

Practice tests are available on the Ohio’s
State Tests portal Student Practice Site.
Practice tests allow students to view and
answer test questions online that are like
those that could appear on state tests. This
helps students understand what kinds of
test questions to expect and to experience
the online testing environment. ltems
released from the spring tests give educators
insight into the kinds of questions students
experienced on the tests.

Practice site guidance and other content-
specific tools and resources can be found on
the test portal Student Practice Resources

page.

STUDENT TUTORIALS AND TOOLS

The Student Testing Site Tutorials provide information about the
online Student Testing Site. Part 1 walks through the student
sign-in process and navigation. Part 2 covers the tools available to
students. Other tutorials provided on this site demonstrate how
to respond to a variety of item types that students will encounter
on Ohio’s State Tests. There are also tutorials that demonstrate the
various tools available for students to use on the tests.
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https://oh.portal.airast.org/resources/reporting-resources/
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Testing/Assessment-Committees
https://oh.portal.airast.org/users/students-and-families.stml
https://oh.portal.airast.org/resources/student-practice-resources/
https://oh.portal.airast.org/resources/student-practice-resources/
https://oh.portal.airast.org/resources/student-practice-resources/
https://oh.portal.airast.org/resources/student-practice-resources/
https://oh.portal.airast.org/resources/student-tutorials-and-tools-spr/
https://oh.portal.airast.org/users/students-and-families.stml



