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R

Today you will be taking the Ohio Grade 8 Reading
Achievement Test. Three different types of questions
appear on this test: multiple choice, short answer and
extended response.
There are several important things to remember:
1. Read each question carefully. Think about
what is being asked. Look carefully at graphs
or diagrams because they will help you
understand the question.
2. For short-answer and extended-response
questions, use a pencil to write your answers
neatly and clearly in the space provided in
the answer document. Any answers you write
in the Student Test Booklet will not be scored.
3. Short-answer questions are worth two points.
Extended-response questions are worth
four points. Point values are printed near each
question in your Student Test Booklet. The amount
of space provided for your answer is the same for
two- and four-point questions.

1

R

Reading

4. For multiple-choice questions, shade in the
circle next to your choice in the answer
document for the test question. Mark only one
choice for each question. Darken completely
the circles on the answer document. If you
change an answer, make sure that you erase
your old answer completely.
5. Do not spend too much time on one question.
Go on to the next question and return to the
question skipped after answering the
remaining questions.
6. Check over your work when you are finished.
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Items 1–15 have not been slated for public
release in 2008.
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Autumntime

R

1 I saw my first tree today. Dad finally broke down
and took us to East Boston Urban Center after
Mom had been harping on it for the past two
weeks. I think he was glad we went after all,
because he was smiling quietly all during the
trip back.
2 Dad used to tell me stories about the trees that still
existed when he was a boy. There weren’t very
many even then, with the urbanization program in
full swing, but most people had seen at least one
tree by the time they started school. It wasn’t like
nowadays, at any rate. Oh, I’ve seen the plastic
trees; practically every street has a few of them.
But you can tell the plastic ones are artificial just
from looking at pictures in the microdot library.
3 This morning when we got up, the house was all
excited. Mom dialed a light breakfast of toast and
synthetic milk so that we wouldn’t waste time
eating. And when finished, the three of us took an
elevator-bus up to the fourth level, where we
caught the air track to Brooklyn. From there we
took another elevator-bus down to main level,
rode the monorail to Intercity Subway Station 27,
and caught the second sublevel AA train to
Boston. Our expectations were so high that Dad
and I didn’t mind it when Mom told us again how
the tree was discovered.
21
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4 The O’Brien home was one of the few examples
of old-style wooden structures that hadn’t been
demolished in Boston’s urban-renewal campaign
at the turn of the century. The family had been
able to avoid this because of its wealth and
political influence, and the house was passed
on through several generations to the present.
Old man O’Brien had no heirs, so when he died
the family home went up for auction, and the
Urban Center bought it. When local officials
arrived for an appraisal, they discovered that the
house had a back yard, which is forbidden by
zoning restrictions.
5 In the yard was a live tree—an oke was what Mom
called it. When the news of the tree’s discovery
leaked out, quite a few sightseers stopped by to
have a look at it, and the local government,
realizing the money-making potential, began
charging admission and advertising the place. By
now it had become a favorite spot for school field
trips and family excursions such as ours.
6 When we arrived in main Boston we rode the
elevator-bus up to ground level and caught a
monorail out to East Boston Urban Center 3.
An air-cush taxi took us the rest of the way to
the residence.
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7 The home itself was unimpressive. It had none of
the marble gloss or steely sheen of modern
buildings, but was rather a dull white color, with the
paint peeling in places. Dad paid the admission
fee, and we spent the next fifteen minutes on a
dull guided tour of the house. The rooms were
roped off to keep people from touching anything,
but there were no windows facing the illegal back
yard anyway, so it really didn’t matter that I
couldn’t enter the rooms on that side.
8 My mind was on the tree, and I thought the inside
tour would never end, but soon we were walking
through a doorway hidden in one of the
bookshelves and into the back yard. The yard was
big—at least ten by twenty feet—and I was
surprised to find real grass growing on the sides of
the concrete walkway built for tourists. The grass
didn’t distract me for long, however, because I just
couldn’t help noticing the tree!
9 It was located at one end of the yard, and there
was a mesh fence around it for protection. It was
similar in form to the plastic trees I’d seen, but
there was much more to it than that. You could
see details more intricate than in any artificial
plant. And it was alive. Long ago someone had
carved their initials in the bark, and you could see
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where the wound had healed. But best of all was
the smell. It was a fresh, living odor, alien to the
antiseptic world outside with all its metal, plastic,
and glass. I wanted to touch the bark, but the
fence prevented me from doing so. Mom and Dad
just breathed deeply and stared up with smiles on
their faces. The three of us stood there for a
moment, and then the tour guide told us to make
room for the next group. I didn’t want to go—in
fact, I felt almost like crying.

10 On the way back home, Mom and Dad were
silent, and I read through one of the brochures
the guide had passed out. When I came to the
part that said the O’Brien home would be open
only for the rest of this year, I was sad. They intend
to tear down the place to make room for some
kind of insurance building, and the tree will have
to go, too.
11 For the rest of the trip, I just sat still, fingering the
object in my pocket which I had picked off the
grass in the O’Brien’s back yard. I think it’s called
an acorn.
Copyright © 1971, 1999 by the estate of Anthony Lentini. First appeared
in Galaxy Magazine.
8R0068LTLXX0000X
157
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Use the passage to answer questions 16 – 24.
16. What does the
setting suggest
about the
narrator’s life?
A. It is exciting.
B. It is artificial.
C. It is inspiring.
D. It is dangerous.
8R0068LTBXX0012B
3592; FT Form J SP05
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17. This passage is classified as science fiction.
Provide four examples from the passage
that support this classification and explain
how each example shows that the passage
is science fiction.
Write your answer in the Answer Document.
(4 points)

8R0068LTEXX0022E
3604; FT Form J SP05
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18. What does the first
paragraph of this
passage lead the
reader to expect the
story will do?

R

19. “Dad finally broke
down and took us to
East Boston Urban
Center after Mom
had been harping
on it for the past
two weeks.”

A. provide clues to
solve a mystery
B. keep the
reader on edge
with suspense

What does the
phrase harping
on it imply about the
narrator’s mom?

C. describe
an unusual
family experience

A. She was proud
of it.
B. She was upset
about it.

D. explain how the
narrator travels in
the city

C. She was insistent
about it.

8R0068LTFXX0028C
3616; FT Form I SP05

D. She was
unaware of it.
8R0068AVCXX0002C
3582; FT Form J SP05
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20. What does using the
first-person point of
view allow the author
to do?

21. “The O’Brien home
was one of the few
examples of
old-style wooden
structures that hadn’t
been demolished
in Boston’s
urban-renewal
campaign at the turn
of the century.”

A. analyze
relationships
among members
of the family
B. describe
experiences only
through the eyes
of the narrator

In this sentence
from paragraph 4,
what does
demolished mean?

C. compare the
effects of
experiences on
the emotions of
family members

A. demonstrated
B. designed
C. destroyed

D. explain motivations
of characters from
the viewpoint of an
outside observer

D. developed
8R0068AVAXX0033C
4354; FT Form I SP05

8R0068LTBXX0035B
4372; FT Form I SP05
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22. In paragraph 9,
how does the
author help the
reader share the
narrator’s emotional
experience of
viewing the tree?
A. by suggesting
the need to
protect the
rare tree
B. by hinting that
the tree soon will
be destroyed
C. by using sensory
details to
describe the tree
and its effects on
the narrator
D. by emphasizing
the requirement
for the narrator
to move away
from the tree
8R0068LTFXX0032C
4352; FT Form J SP05
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23. Do you think that “Autumntime” is an
appropriate title for this passage? Support
your answer with information from the passage.
Write your answer in the Answer Document.
(2 points)

8R0068RPBXX0018S
3598;FT Form I SP05
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24. The O’Brien home
is open for tours
because the
local government
views the site in
which way?
A. as an
educational
resource
B. as a good source
of income
C. as a piece of
architectural
history
D. as an example
of illegal
development
8R0068RPBXX0009B
3589; FT Form J SP05

On the May 2008 Grade 8 Reading Achievement
Test, items 25–30 are field-test items, which are
not released.
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An Excerpt from John Glenn: A Memoir

1 This was something I had
been looking forward to, a
sunset in space. All my life I
have remembered
particularly beautiful
sunrises or sunsets; in the
Pacific islands in World War
II; the glow in the haze layer
in northern China; the two
thunderheads out over
the Atlantic with the sun
silhouetting them the
morning of Gus’s1 launch.
I’ve mentally collected them, as an art collector
remembers visits to a gallery full of Picassos,
Michelangelos, or Rembrandts. Wonderful as
man-made art may be, it cannot compare in my
mind to sunsets and sunrises. Here on Earth we see
the beautiful reds, oranges, and yellows with a
luminous quality that no film can fully capture.
What would it be like in space?
2 It was even more spectacular than I imagined,
and different in that the sunlight coming through
the prism of Earth’s atmosphere seemed to break
1Gus Grissom: an astronaut who flew aboard the Gemini 3 in 1965.
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out the whole spectrum, not just the colors at
the red end but the greens, blues, indigos, and
violets at the other. It made spectacular an
understatement for the few seconds’ view. From
my orbiting front porch, the setting sun that would
have lingered during a long Earthly twilight sank
eighteen times as fast. The sun was fully round and
as white as a brilliant arc light, and then it swiftly
disappeared and seemed to melt into a long thin
line of rainbow brilliant radiance along the curve
of the horizon.
3 I added my first sunset from space to
my collection.

4 I reported to the capcom2 aboard the ship, the
Ocean Sentry, in the Indian Ocean that was my
fifth tracking link, “The sunset was beautiful. I still
have a brilliant blue band clear across the horizon,
almost covering the whole window.”
5 “The sky above is absolutely black, completely
black, I can see stars up above.”
6 Flying on, I could see the night horizon, the
roundness of the darkened Earth, and the light
of the moon on the clouds below. I needed the
periscope to see the moon coming up behind
me. I began to search the sky for constellations.
2capcom: capsule commander. A capcom is an individual on Earth
who talks directly with the crew.
41
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7 Gordo Cooper’s familiar voice came over the
headset as Friendship 7 neared Australia. He was
the capcom at the station at Muchea, on the west
coast just north of Perth. “That sure was a short
day,” I told him.

From JOHN GLENN, A MEMOIR by John Glenn and Nick Taylor,
copyright © 1999 by John Glenn. Used by permission of Bantam books,
a division of Random House, Inc. Photograph © NASA/Roger
Ressmeyer/CORBIS.
8R0050ITSXX0000X; 110

Use the passage to answer questions 31 – 36.
31. John Glenn intended
this passage to be
read by which group?

32. John Glenn wrote,
“I added my first
sunset from space to
my collection.”

A. scientists studying
aeronautics

To what does the
collection refer?

B. capcoms
stationed around
the world

A. his memories
B. an art gallery

C. art dealers looking
for unusual
photographs
D. people interested
in experiences of
space flight

C. his photographs
D. a scientific record
8R0050AVCXX0003A
1804
FT Form H SP05

8R0050ITDXX0008D
1811
FT Form G SP05
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33. The passage
portrays John Glenn
in which way?

R

34. Which is the overall
organization of
this passage?

A. cautious

A. a list of scientific
observations

B. lonely

B. a series of
details in order
of importance

C. orderly
D. sensitive
8R0050RPBXX0005D
1807
FT Form H SP05

C. a personal
opinion supported
with evidence
D. a process for
performing a
series of tasks
8R0050ITAXX0007C
1810
FT Form H SP05
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35. How was the sunset John Glenn viewed from
Friendship 7 different from most sunsets that
are viewed from Earth? Using information
from the passage, describe the differences
between the sunsets.
Write your answer in the Answer Document.
(2 points)

8R0050RPAXX0010S
1813; FT Form H SP05
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36. Which statement
from the passage is
an example of bias
on the part of
John Glenn?
A. “This was
something I had
been looking
forward to, a
sunset in space.”
B. “Wonderful as
man-made art
may be, it cannot
compare in my
mind to sunsets
and sunrises.”
C. “Gordo Cooper’s
familiar voice
came over the
headset as
Friendship 7
neared Australia.”
D. “I needed the
periscope to see
the moon coming
up behind me.”
8R0050ITBXX0015B
3303; FT Form G SP05
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United States

Gophers
Mound Areas
Major Quake Hazards

Mystery of the Mima Mounds
CAN YOU SOLVE THE MYSTERY?
1 It’s one of the weirdest landscapes in the
United States. Hundreds of grassy hillocks form
an eerie field of bumps stretching as far as the
eye can see. Located on the Mima Prairie in
Washington State, the bumps are called Mima
[MEE-mah] mounds.
2 Where did the weird bumps, also known as prairie
pimples and hogwallows, come from? How long
have they existed? Why are they so uniformly
distributed? Those questions have been baffling
geologists for more than a century.
46
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3 Mima mounds aren’t exclusive to Washington
State. They also exist in Arkansas, California,
Louisiana, Texas, and Wyoming, and in other
countries, including Mexico, Canada, Argentina,
and Kenya. However, Washington boasts “the most
conspicuous, best-developed” mounds, said
Bernard Hallet, a geologist at the University of
Washington. “But why they’re the biggest here,” he
confessed, “frankly, I have no idea.”
4 Excavations of the Washington mounds show that
underneath their blankets of prairie grass lies a
mixture of loose sand, fine gravel, and decayed
plants. What’s unusual about this, Hallet explained,
is that most land surfaces have a top layer of
organic material—dead plants and animals—no
more than half a meter (1.6 feet) thick. The
question is, what caused all the soil to heap up?
The theories range from plausible1 to wildly
improbable. You be the judge.
FISH, SOIL, ANTS, WATER
5 One theory holds that the mounds are the remains
of giant nests built by fish when the area was
submerged by water many years ago. Another
theory holds that the mounds are remnants of
1plausible: believable
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frozen chunks of soil left behind when the glaciers
receded at the end of the last ice age, 10,000
years ago.

6 Some scientists theorize that the mounds are
vacated anthills or began as uprooted trees that
then collected other organic debris. Others
suggest the mounds were whipped into shape by
helical, or spiral, flows of groundwater.
SEISMIC ACTIVITY
7 One of the more popular theories was hatched by
Andrew Berg of Spokane, Washington, formerly a
geologist with the U.S. Bureau of Mines. Berg’s
theory came to him shortly after the Mount Saint
Helens volcanic eruption in 1980, while he was
building a doghouse. As he hammered together
sheets of plywood coated with volcanic ash, he
noticed that the hammering vibrations caused the
ash to heap into small mounds that looked a lot
like miniature Mima mounds.
8 From that observation, Berg hypothesized that
vibrations from violent earthquakes could have
formed the Mima mounds. According to Berg, the
soil on the Mima Prairie is like volcanic ash, and the
layer of rock below that is like a plank of wood.
When seismic waves—shock waves produced by
an earthquake—move through the hard ground
and bump into faults, or large fractures in the
48
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ground, the waves bounce backward. Those
ricocheted2 waves collide with other seismic
waves from the quake, and between the collision
points, the soil rises and forms mounds.

9 Berg claims that Mima mounds occur only in
seismically active areas—areas where the ground
is unstable and many earthquakes occur. The area
where the Washington Mima mounds are found
experienced a major earthquake about 1,000
years ago, he notes.
POCKET GOPHERS
10 A rival theory is that the prime suspects in the Mima
mound mystery are pocket gophers—small,
burrowing rodents with fur-lined “pockets,” or
pouches, in their cheeks. The theory is that gophers
tunneling into loose soil run into a gravel layer
below. Unable to burrow any farther, the gophers
start building upward and outward. Many years
and gophers later: gopher domes!
11 Sound far-fetched? The theory’s author, George
Cox, a recently retired zoologist at San Diego State
University, says that a gopher family of ten can
move up to 5 tons of earth a year. That’s onetwentieth of the soil in an average Mima mound.
What’s more, Cox asserts, most North American
mounds are in gopher territory, and many gophers
2ricocheted: ('rik Œ sh£d): rebounded or bounced back
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actually live in mounds—except the ones in
Washington State! The only pocket gophers ever
spotted on Mima Prairie built their burrows
between the mounds, not in them.

12 Cox’s theory includes a chicken-and-egg problem.
Did gophers create the mounds, or did the
gophers migrate to them because the mounds
provided handy tract homes3? Even Cox has
admitted he’s never seen a bunch of gophers
building a mound.
13 Commented Hallet, “There are no animals
currently in the Washington mounds that may have
played a role in their formation.”
Special permission granted by Weekly Reader, published and
copyrighted by Weekly Reader Corporation. All rights reserved.
8R0012ITMXX0000X
45

3tract homes: similar homes built on a strip of land
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Use the passage to answer questions 37 – 44.
37. Why does the author
ask a series of
questions in the
second paragraph
of the passage?

R

38. Andrew Berg based
his mound theory on
an observation he
made while
A. building a
dog house.

A. to find out how
much the reader
already knows
about the
Mima mounds

B. studying
pocket gophers.
C. experiencing
an earthquake.

B. to increase the
reader’s curiosity
about the subject
of Mima mounds

D. watching a
volcanic eruption.
8R0012RPBXX0027A
1073; FT Form A Fall 04

C. to establish the
author’s attitude
toward the topic
of the passage
D. to model the way
that information
in the passage
will be organized
8R0012ITDXX0063B
3104; FT Form B Fall 04
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39. “One of the more
popular theories was
hatched by Andrew
Berg of Spokane,
Washington, formerly
a geologist with the
U.S. Bureau of Mines.
Berg’s theory came
to him shortly after
the Mount Saint
Helens volcanic
eruption in 1980.”

40. Why might the pocket
gopher theory
proposed by George
Cox fail to hold true in
Washington State?
A. The gophers could
not have created
such enormous
mounds.
B. The mounds are
too close together
to be created
by gophers.

Which meaning of
hatched is used in
this sentence?

C. The gophers live
between the
mounds rather
than in them.

A. produced from
an egg
B. brought into
existence

D. The mounds exist
in areas where
gophers have
not lived.

C. included thin
parallel lines in
a drawing

8R0012RPBXX0056C
3151; FT Form B Fall 04

D. inserted
contrasting
material into
other materials
8R0012AVCXX0051B
1623; FT Form A Fall 04
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41. The author uses language to create a sense of
mystery. Provide four examples from the passage
that support this statement.
Write your answer in the Answer Document.
(4 points)
8R0012ITDXX0042E
1084; FT Form A Fall 04
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42. Why does the
author use
italics throughout
the passage?

43. The first heading in
the passage is
different from the
other headings in
that the first heading
is intended to

A. to emphasize
terms that
are followed
by definitions

A. state the
author’s opinion.

B. to explain how
to pronounce
unfamiliar words

B. arouse the
reader’s curiosity.
C. provide a
warning to
the reader.

C. to highlight
topics to
consider for
further research
D. to cite sources
of information
presented in
the passage

D. compare views
about the topic.
8R0012ITAXX0049B
1077; FT Form B Fall 04

8R0012ITAXX0054A
1626; FT Form A Fall 04

54

Go to next page

Reading
44. What is the overall
organizational
pattern of
this passage?

R

A. problem
and solution
B. cause
and effect
C. comparison
and contrast
D. opinion
and support
8R0012ITAXX0064D
3100; FT Form A Fall 04
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