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Directions: 

Today you will be taking the Ohio Grade 8 Social
Studies Practice Test. Three different types of
questions appear on this test: multiple choice, short
answer and extended response.

There are several important things to remember:

1. Read each question carefully. Think about
what is being asked. Look carefully at graphs
or diagrams because they will help you
understand the question.

2. For short-answer and extended-response
questions, use a pencil to write your answers
neatly and clearly in the space provided in
the Student Test Booklet.

3. Short-answer questions are worth two points.
Extended-response questions are worth four
points. Point values are printed near each
question in your Student Test Booklet. The
amount of space provided for your answers is
the same for two- and four-point questions.
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4. For multiple-choice questions, circle your

choice in the Student Test Booklet for the test
question. Mark only one choice for each
question. If you change an answer, make sure
that you erase your old answer completely.

5. Do not spend too much time on one question.
Go on to the next question and return to the
question skipped after answering the
remaining questions.

6. Check over your work when you are finished.
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1.According to Article I

of the United States
Constitution, after
Congress passes a
bill, how does that 
bill usually become 
a law? 

A. The states ratify it.

B. The courts 
uphold it. 

C. The president 
signs it.

D. The cabinet
approves it.

7616
8C0000GOBXX0101C

2.Which belief do Jews
and Muslims share?

A. Mecca is a 
holy city.

B. There is only 
one God.

C. Jesus is the 
son of God.

D. There are many
paths to truth.

7167
8C0000PEAXX0044B

3.You have been
chosen to lead a
discussion with a
small group 
of classmates. 

In the space
provided, describe
two strategies or
techniques you
would use to lead the
group discussion in a
constructive way. 
(2 points)

8959
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4.The Boston Massacre

took place in 1770 in
the British colony 
of Massachusetts. 

Which description of
this event is written
from the point of view
of the Sons of Liberty? 

A. Conflict between
British soldiers and
Boston residents
resulted in 
five deaths.

B. Unprovoked British
soldiers fired into a
defenseless crowd,
taking five 
innocent lives.

C. British soldiers were
surrounded by unruly
colonists and fired
their muskets in 
self-defense. 

D. A mob of angry
Bostonians unlawfully
confronted 
British soldiers,
resulting in 
several deaths.

9340; 8C0000HIEXX0419B

5.What was the basic
structure of feudalism in
western Europe in the
8th and 9th centuries?

A. Nobles were given
control of land in
return for personal
loyalty and specific
services to the king. 

B. Kings sought support
from the growing
urban middle class 
as a way to limit the
power of the nobles. 

C. The peasants who
actually farmed the
land gained political
independence from
the local nobility. 

D. Salaried officials and
paid soldiers served
the king directly and
enforced common
laws throughout 
the kingdom.

7510
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6. In the past, the United

States manufactured
most of the products
used by Americans.
Now, many of these
products are imported
from other countries. 

What is one reason for
this change? 

A. The United States
government
encourages
Americans to buy
foreign goods.

B. Foreign workers
manufacture
products that
Americans can no
longer make. 

C. The United States
economy has grown
smaller in 
recent decades.

D. Foreign producers
can make goods for
less money than
American producers.

8755
8C0000ECBXX0304D
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7. In the space

provided, identify
and describe two
characteristics of
ancient Egyptian
government. 
(4 points)

10813
8C0000HIBXX0691E
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