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Grade 3 Reading 
Answer Key 

Fall 2009 

Item 
No. Type Content Standard 

Content 
Benchmark Key 

1 Multiple choice Acquisition of vocabulary C C 

2 Multiple choice Acquisition of vocabulary A A 

3 Multiple choice Acquisition of vocabulary D Not for public release 

4 Multiple choice Acquisition of vocabulary C Not for public release 

5 Multiple choice Acquisition of vocabulary E Not for public release 

6 Multiple choice Reading applications: literary text B C 

7 Multiple choice Reading process E C 

8 Multiple choice Acquisition of vocabulary C A 

9 Short answer Reading applications: literary text B 2 pt rubric 

10 Multiple choice Reading process D C 

11 Multiple choice Reading applications: literary text E A 

12 Multiple choice Reading applications: informational text B C 

13 Multiple choice Reading process E B 

14 Short answer Reading process E 2 pt rubric 

15 Multiple choice Reading process E B 

16 Multiple choice Reading applications: informational text B A 

17 Multiple choice Reading applications: informational text C B 

18 Multiple choice Reading process E C 

19 Extended response Reading applications: informational text C 4 pt rubric 

20 Multiple choice Reading applications: informational text A B 

21 Multiple choice Acquisition of vocabulary A A 

22 Multiple choice Reading applications: informational text B Not for public release 

23 Multiple choice Acquisition of vocabulary A Not for public release 

24 Short answer Reading applications: informational text C Not for public release 

25 Multiple choice Reading process E Not for public release 

26 Extended response Reading process D Not for public release 

27 Multiple choice Reading applications: informational text D Not for public release 

28 Multiple choice Reading process D Not for public release 

29 Multiple choice Reading applications: literary text B Not for public release 

30 Multiple choice Reading applications: literary text B Not for public release 

31 Multiple choice Reading applications: literary text B Not for public release 

32 Extended response Reading applications: literary text B Not for public release 

33 Multiple choice Reading process B Not for public release 

34 Short answer Reading process B Not for public release 

35 Multiple choice Acquisition of vocabulary D Not for public release 

36 Multiple choice Acquisition of vocabulary A Not for public release 

 

Limited = 0-25; Basic = 26-32; Proficient = 33-38; Accelerated = 39-42; Advanced = 43-49 
Multiple choice = 1 point; Short answer = 2 points; Extended answer = 4 points 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



9.    How does the giant feel at the end of the selection? 
 
Support your answer with information from the selection. 
 
 
Scoring Guidelines 

 

Points Student Response 

2 point Response indicates that the giant is happy and includes support.  
 
Sample Response:  

• He stops having tantrums.  
• He can whistle now.  
• He smiles.  
• He feels like the boy is his friend.  
• The giant says “You are a good friend.”  
• He was proud of himself. 

1 point 
 

Response indicates that the giant is happy but does not include an example of 
support listed above.  
 

0 point 
 

Response does not indicate that the giant was happy, is incomplete, irrelevant 
or blank. 
 
NOTE: No point will be awarded for a correct piece of support if the feeling upon 
which it is based is incorrect or missing. 

 
 
 
 
 
  



14.  Use information from the reading selection to list two reasons penguins come ashore. 
 
Scoring Guidelines 

Points Student Response 

2 point Sample Response:  
1. to raise families 
2. to molt 

1 point  Sample Response:  
1. to molt 

0 point 
 

Response is incorrect or irrelevant.  

 
  



19.     List four facts about penguin feathers that you read about in the reading selection.  
 
 

Scoring Guidelines 

Points Student Response 

4 point Sample Response:  
1. Penguins have thick black feathers on their backs. 
2. They have thick white feathers on their fronts.  
3. Their top feathers are thick and oily.  
4. Under the thick feathers they have soft feathers called down.  

3 point 
 

Sample Response:  
1. Penguins have thick oily feathers.  
2. Penguins have down under the thick feathers.  
3. Penguins molt their feathers.  

2 point 
 

Sample Response:  
1. Penguins molt their feathers.  
2. Penguin feathers keep them warm while they swim.  

1 point 
 

Sample Response:  
1. Penguins have thick, oily feathers.  

0 point 
 

Response is incorrect or irrelevant.  

 


