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Grade 4 WRITING 
ANSWER KEY 

MAY 2008 
 

Item 
No. Type Content Standard 

Content 
Standard 

Benchmark Key 

1 Writing Prompt Writing Applications and Writing Process C 4 pt rubric 

2 Fill-In Item Writing Conventions B Not for Public Release 

3 Fill-In Item Writing Conventions B Not for Public Release 

4 Fill-In Item Writing Conventions B Not for Public Release 

5 Fill-In Item Writing Conventions B Not for Public Release 

6 Fill-In Item Writing Conventions B Not for Public Release 

7 Fill-In Item Writing Conventions C 1 pt rubric 

8 Multiple Choice Writing Conventions C A 

9 Multiple Choice Writing Conventions C B 

10 Multiple Choice Writing Conventions C D 

11 Multiple Choice Writing Conventions C C 

12 Multiple Choice Writing Conventions D Not for Public Release 

13 Multiple Choice Writing Conventions D Not for Public Release 

14 Multiple Choice Writing Conventions D Not for Public Release 

15 Multiple Choice Writing Conventions D Not for Public Release 

16 Multiple Choice Writing Conventions D Not for Public Release 

17 Writing Prompt Writing Applications and Writing Process D 4 pt rubric 

 
Limited = 0-15; Basic = 16-19; Proficient = 20-28; Accelerated = 29-35; Advanced = 36-39 

Multiple Choice = 1 point; Fill-in = 1 point; 
Writing Prompts are scored up to a possible of 4 points.   

The score is then multiplied by 3 for the total score. 
Sample score:  4 points x 3 = 12 points total score 
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7. Ray Leeôs parents work at a travel agency called Vacation travel.  
 
Scoring Guidelines 

Points Student Response 

1 point Response is correct. 
Key: Travel  

0 point Response is incorrect or irrelevant. 
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Holistic Rubric for Student Writing Prompts: 
 

A written response that earns a score of 4: 
 
¶ Fully addresses the prompt and purpose for writing 
¶ Focuses on the topic with ample supporting details and little or no extraneous information 
¶ Includes all components of the mode of writing 
¶ Displays a sense of wholeness (cohesiveness) including a logical order of ideas 
¶ Contains a beginning, middle and end appropriate for the mode of writing (introduction, 

body, conclusion ï Expository) (Date, Salutation, Body, Closing, Signatureï Letter) 
¶ Contains appropriate paragraphing with clear transitions and topic sentences 
¶ Uses language effectively by varying vocabulary and sentence patterns 
¶ Contains correct grammatical structures with few or no errors 
¶ Uses correct spelling of high-frequency and grade-level words; few or no minor errors in 

punctuation and capitalization 

 
A written response that earns a score of 3: 

 
¶ Adequately addresses the prompt and purpose for writing 
¶ Relates to the topic with adequate supporting details but may have some extraneous 

information 
¶ Includes most of the components of the mode of writing 
¶ Contains a logical order of ideas 
¶ Contains an apparent beginning, middle and end appropriate for the mode of writing 

(introduction, body, conclusion ï Expository) (Date, Salutation, Body, Closing, Signature ï 
Letter) 

¶ Contains paragraphing with some transitions and topic sentences 
¶ Varies vocabulary and sentence patterns 
¶ Contains grammatical structures that are mostly correct 
¶ Uses correct spelling of high-frequency grade-level words; few errors in punctuation and 

capitalization 

 
A written response that earns a score of 2: 
 
¶ Partially addresses the prompt and purpose for writing 
¶ Demonstrates an awareness of the topic, with some supporting detail, but may contain 

extraneous information 
¶ Includes some of the components of the mode of writing 
¶ Contains fragmented ideas and is hard to understand 
¶ Attempts a beginning, middle and end appropriate for the mode of writing (introduction, 

body, conclusion ï Expository) (Date, Salutation, Body, Closing, Signature ï Letter) 
¶ Contains some paragraphing with few transitions of ideas, topic sentences and/or details 
¶ Contains limited vocabulary and simple or incorrect sentences 
¶ Contains grammatical errors that interfere with meaning 
¶ Contains frequent errors in spelling, capitalization and punctuation that interfere with 

meaning 
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Holistic Rubric for Student Writing Prompts: continued 
 
A written response that earns a score of 1: 
 
¶ Attempts to address prompt and purpose for writing 
¶ Relates slightly to topic, has little or no supporting detail and may contain much extraneous 

information 
¶ Includes few of the components of the mode of writing 
¶ Contains no logical order of ideas 
¶ Contains little or no evidence of beginning, middle or end appropriate for the mode of writing 

(introduction, body, conclusion ï Expository) (Date, Salutation, Body, Closing, Signature ï 
Letter) 

¶ Contains little evidence of paragraphing, lacks topic sentences 
¶ Contains limited vocabulary and sentence patterns, and errors in language usage 
¶ Contains serious grammatical errors that impede meaning 
¶ Contains many errors in spelling, punctuation, and capitalization that impede meaning 

 
Reminder: 
 
Writing Prompts are scored up to a possible 4 points.  The score is then multiplied by 3 for the 
total score. 
 
Sample score:  4 points x 3 = 12 points total score 
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Prompt # 1 
 
Write a letter to thank your teacher for taking your class on the trip. Be sure to include what you 
liked about the trip and some details about what you did on the trip. 

 
Score Point 4 Response 

 
 

 
 

Rationale for Score Point 4 Response  
 
This response received a score of 4 because it fully addresses the prompt and purpose of 
writing a thank you letter to a teacher. The writer includes the necessary elements of the letter 
format and tells why he or she liked the field trip (ñwhen we were in the arcadeò). The student 
also includes ample details about what he or she did on the trip (ñplayed all the games... I was 
always the elf... got to make bridgesò). There is a sense of wholeness and logical order to the 
presentation of ideas with a clear beginning, middle, and end. Paragraphs are appropriate 
(although there is only one) and language is effective. Few errors are present. 
 
This response received 4 out of 4 possible points for a total score of 12 points ð 4 x 3 = 12. 
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Score Point 3 Response 
 

 

 
 

 
Rationale for Score Point 3 Response 
 
This response received a score of 3 because it adequately addresses the prompt and purpose 
of writing a thank you letter to a teacher. The writer includes the necessary elements of the 
letter format and tells why he or she liked the field trip (ñlooking at the animalsò). The student 
also includes adequate details about what he or she did on the trip (ñlooking at the monkeys and 
seals. Their the funniest and cutest...ò), though the paper is not as well-supported as a "4" would 
be. There is a logical order to the presentation of ideas with a clear beginning, middle, and end. 
Paragraphs are appropriate (although there is only one) and sentences are varied. Vocabulary 
choices (ñfunniest,ò ñcutestò) are not as effective as they would be at the "4" level. Few errors 
are present. 

 
This response received 3 out of 4 possible points for a total score of 9 points ð 3 x 3 = 9. 


