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Toni Morrison
American Writer

Carlotta Hacker

Early Years 

1 Toni grew up in a family of storytellers. Both her parents told wonderful 
stories, and so did her grandmother. Some of their tales were scary, but they 
were always thrilling, full of magic and strange adventures. Many were 
African-American folktales. 

2 African-American music was also part of Toni’s childhood. Her parents,
George and Ramah Wofford, were from the American South. By the time Toni was
born, they had moved to Lorain, Ohio, but they taught their children about
southern culture. 
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3 Toni was always a good student. She graduated with honors from Lorain High
School and enrolled at Howard University in 1950.

Developing Skills

4 Toni studied English literature at Howard University, and in her spare time she
joined the college theater group. The group toured the South each summer, and
this gave Toni a chance to see the world her parents had described. She was
delighted by the culture, but was disgusted by the racism.

5 In 1953, Toni graduated from Howard University and went to Cornell
University to study for her master’s degree.1 After getting her master’s, she began a
teaching career. She taught for two years at Texas Southern University and then
moved back to Howard where she stayed for the next seven years.

6 Toni’s years of teaching at Howard University changed her life because two
important things happened. She met and married a Jamaican architect with whom
she had two children, and she began to write.

7 Unlike most authors, Toni had not written stories when she was a child. She
had been a reader rather than a writer. She might have stayed that way had she
not joined a writers’ group at Howard. The group met once a month and all those
attending had to bring something they had written.

8 One month, Toni worked on a story about a little black girl who wanted blue
eyes. Toni was saying that black children should be proud of who they are. The story
became the basis of her first book, The Bluest Eye.

9 By the time the book came out, Toni had left Howard University. She worked
as an editor for a well-known publishing company, Random House. After spending
all day editing, she stayed up much of the night writing her next novel which she
called Sula. 

Accomplishments

10 Toni suggested that Random House publish a book about African-American
life. It should not be about politicians and leaders, she said. It should be about
ordinary people, the type of people who usually get left out of history books.

11 The result was The Black Book which was published in 1974. Part scrapbook
and part anthology, it included newspaper articles, letters, recipes, photos, and
many other souvenirs. It gave a wonderful picture of African-American life during
the past three hundred years.

11master’s degree: a degree given to someone who completes more schooling after graduating
from college
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Use the selection to answer questions 35 – 43.

12 The material in The Black Book inspired Toni to write more about 
African-American culture. She began to bring myths and legends into her stories.
Her next book, Song of Solomon, was filled with songs and folklore. Called a
masterpiece, it became an instant bestseller and won two major awards. 

13 Song of Solomon sold more than three million copies and established Toni as
a leading American writer. Since then, she has added to her reputation with each
book. Beloved (1987) won numerous awards, including the Pulitzer Prize, one of the
great honors of American literature. 

14 Then, in 1993, came the greatest success of all when Toni was awarded the
Nobel Prize in literature. She was the first African-American woman to win the prize,
and the first American woman to win it since Pearl Buck in 1938. 

15 Toni has been called “one of our greatest writers” and “perhaps the finest
novelist of our time.”

16 As each novel increases Toni’s reputation, she is showered with honors and
awards. The honors are important, but even more important is the fact that Toni is
sharing her culture with anyone who reads her books. 

787; 6R0158ITMXX0000X

35. Why did Toni Morrison pursue a
master’s degree?

A. She wanted to become a
famous writer.

B. She was ambitious and 
wanted to receive 
additional education.

C. She was impressed by 
Cornell’s highly rated
academic reputation.

D. She intended to compare the
education she received from
both universities.
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36. Which sentence would be
relevant information to add to
paragraphs 7 through 11?

A. Born Chloe Anthony Morrison,
she changed her name to
Toni, a shortened version of
her middle name.

B. In 1989, she became a
professor at Princeton
University in New Jersey.

C. Her novel Sula was
nominated for the National
Book Award in fiction.

D. In 1984, she began 
writing her first play,
“Dreaming Everrett.”
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37. One main idea of the selection is
that Morrison’s life experiences
influenced her writing. 

Use two details from the selection
to support this statement.

Write your answer in the Answer
Document. (2 points)
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38. “Part scrapbook and part
anthology, it included newspaper
articles, letters, recipes, photos,
and many other souvenirs.”
(Paragraph 11)

Souvenirs comes from a French
verb with what meaning?

A. to write

B. to cook

C. to recall

D. to develop
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39. Which sentence from the selection
describes a result of Toni Morrison’s
membership in a writers’ group at
Howard University?

A. “After getting her master’s, she
began a teaching career.”

B. “One month, Toni worked on a
story about a little black girl
who wanted blue eyes.”

C. “Toni suggested that Random
House publish a book about
African-American life.”

D. “She began to bring myths and
legends into her stories.”

16409; 6R0158ITBXX0026B
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Item 40 has not been slated 
for public release in 2011.
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41. Which summary reflects the main
idea of paragraph 14?

A. Two important authors won
the Nobel Prize in literature.

B. Toni Morrison won the Nobel
Prize in literature 55 years after
Pearl Buck.

C. Pearl Buck became the first
American woman to win the
Nobel Prize in literature, 
in 1938.

D. Toni Morrison became the 
first African-American 
woman to win the Nobel 
Prize in literature.
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42. Which prediction can be made
based on the information in
paragraph 16?

A. More universities will want 
Toni Morrison to teach 
their students.

B. Toni Morrison will return to
graduate school to earn
another master’s degree.

C. Toni Morrison’s successes will
encourage students to join
writers’ groups in college.

D. Readers of Toni Morrison’s
books will become more
familiar with the cultural
elements she describes.

16411; 6R0158RPBXX0027D
FT Form D SP08 (28)

43. How does the author organize
the information in this selection?

A. A problem is presented 
and is followed by 
possible solutions.

B. A main point is made and
then supported by details. 

C. Events are presented in
chronological order.

D. Information is compared
and contrasted.
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