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Grade 7 Writing 
Answer Key 

May 2007 
 

Item 
No. Type Content Standard 

Content 
Standard 

Benchmark Key 

1 
Writing Prompt ï 5 point Writing Applications D 5 pt. rubric 

Writing Prompt ï 3 point Writing Conventions C 3 pt. rubric 

2 Multiple Choice Writing Conventions C B 

3 Multiple Choice Writing Process G D 

4 Multiple Choice Writing Process G C 

5 Multiple Choice Writing Conventions C D 

6 Multiple Choice Writing Process E D 

7 Multiple Choice Writing Process D D 

8 Multiple Choice Writing Process D C 

9 Multiple Choice Writing Process B B 

10 Multiple Choice Writing Process C B 

11 Multiple Choice Writing Conventions B B 

12 Multiple Choice Writing Process D C 

13 Multiple Choice Writing Process H B 

14 Multiple Choice Writing Conventions B A 

15 Multiple Choice Writing Process A C 

16 Multiple Choice Writing Conventions C A 

17 
Writing Prompt ï 5 point Writing Applications A 5 pt. rubric 

Writing Prompt ï 3 point Writing Conventions C 3 pt. rubric 

 
Limited = 0-9; Basic = 10-20; Proficient = 21-28; Accelerated = 29-37; Advanced = 38-41 

Multiple Choice = 1 point 
 

A writing prompt is scored in two areas:  writing applications and writing conventions.  Writing applications 
(WA) is scored for a possible total of 5 points.  The WA score is multiplied by 2.  Writing conventions 
(WC) is scored for a possible total of 3 points.  The two scores are added for the total score:  WA x 2 + 
WC = Total score   Sample score:  5 x 2 + 3 = 13 
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Grade 7 Holistic Rubric for Student Writing Prompts 
5 Point Rubric 

 
 

Points Student Response 

5 point This is an excellent piece of writing. The prompt is directly addressed, and the 
response is clearly adapted to audience and purpose. It is very well-developed, 
containing strong ideas, examples and details. The response, using a clearly 
evident organizational plan, engages the reader with a unified and coherent 
sequence and structure of ideas. The response consistently uses a variety of 
sentence structures, effective word choices and an engaging style. 

4 point This is an effective piece of writing. Although the prompt is addressed and the 
response adapts to audience and purpose, the responseôs overall plan shows 
minor inconsistencies. The response is well-developed, containing effective 
ideas, examples and details. The response, using a good organizational plan, 
presents the reader with a generally unified and coherent sequence and 
structure of ideas. The response often uses a variety of sentence structures, 
appropriate word choices and an effective style. 

3 point This is an adequate piece of writing. Although the prompt is generally addressed 
and the response shows an awareness of audience and purpose, the responseôs 
overall plan shows inconsistencies. Although the response contains ideas, 
examples and details, they are repetitive, unevenly developed and occasionally 
inappropriate. The response, using an acceptable organizational plan, presents 
the reader with a generally unified and coherent sequence and structure of 
ideas. The response occasionally uses a variety of sentence structures, 
appropriate word choices and an effective style. 

2 point This is a marginal piece of writing. Although an attempt is made to address the 
prompt, the response shows at best an inconsistent awareness of audience and 
purpose. When ideas, examples and details are present, they are frequently 
repetitive, unevenly developed and occasionally inappropriate. The response, 
using a limited organizational plan, does not present the reader with a generally 
unified and coherent sequence and structure of ideas. The response is 
exemplified by noticeable lapses in sentence structure, use of appropriate word 
choices and a clear, readable style. 

1 point This is an inadequate piece of writing. A weak attempt has been made to 
address the prompt. The response shows little or no awareness of audience and 
purpose. There is little or no development of ideas, or the response is limited to 
paraphrasing the prompt. There is little or no evidence of organizational 
structure. The response is exemplified by severe lapses in sentence structure, 
use of appropriate word choices and a clear, readable style. 

0 point The following are categories of papers that cannot be scored: off task (complete 
disregard for the writing task identified by the prompt), completely illegible, in a 
language other than English or no response. 
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Grade 7 Holistic Rubric for Student Writing Prompts 
3 Point Rubric 

 
 

Points Student Response 

3 point Minor errors, if any, do not impair a readerôs understanding and comprehension. 
Few errors may be present in capitalization, punctuation and spelling. The 
writing displays a consistent understanding of grammatical conventions. The 
response displays an appropriate format with correct arrangement of its 
component sections or parts. 

2 point Errors may interfere with a readerôs understanding of the written response. Some 
capitalization, punctuation and spelling errors are present. The writing displays 
some understanding of grammatical conventions. The document displays errors 
in format or arrangement of its component sections or parts which may interfere 
with a readerôs understanding of the written response. 

1 point Errors impede a readerôs understanding of the written response. Numerous 
errors in capitalization, punctuation and spelling are present. The writing displays 
a minimal understanding of grammatical conventions. The document displays 
substantial errors in format or arrangement of its component sections or parts 
which interfere with a readerôs understanding of the written response. 

0 point The length and complexity of the response is insufficient to demonstrate that the 
writer has control over standard English conventions.  
 
The following are categories of papers that cannot be scored:  completely 
illegible, in a language other than English or no response. 
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Prompt # 1 
 
Think about an important person in your life. Using specific details, write a well-organized essay 
describing this person and explaining his or her importance to you.  
Write your response in the Answer Document. (13 points) 
 

Score Point 13 Response 
 

 
 

Rationale for Score Point 13 
 
This response received the maximum score of 13 points. It clearly addresses the prompt and 
presents a clear explanation of why a particular person (the studentôs father) is important. The 
studentôs response is well organized and well developed. It contains a clear organizational plan, 
beginning with a description of the father (ñHe loves almost everyone, and he has a constant 
smile on his faceò) and continues with several paragraphs that give various examples of why the 
father is important to the student (ñHeôs wacky and fun, simple and fabulous. Heôs a superhero. 
He is my dad.ò). The response is written in a clear and engaging style and has few grammatical 
errors.  
This response received 5 out of 5 points in Writing Applications and 3 out of 3 points in Writing 
Conventions for a total score of 13 points ð (5 x 2) + 3 = 13. 
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Score Point 10 Response 
 

 
 
Rationale for Score Point 10 
 
This response received a score of 10 points. It directly addresses the prompt and explains why 
a specific person (the studentôs mother) is important. The response contains a clear 
organizational structure and provides coherent factual information about the person (ñShe has 
blonde shoulder lengthed hair, baby blue eyes, and is as skinny as a twig.ò), which is supported 
by clear examples and details (ñMy mother is always there for me, when I need help with 
homework, couragement in sports, and personal stuff.ò). These descriptions of the person help 
maintain a consistent point of view. There are several spelling and grammatical mistakes 
throughout the essay that interfere with a readerôs understanding of some parts of the essay. 
 
This response received 4 out of 5 points in Writing Applications and 2 out of 3 points in Writing 
Conventions for a total score of 10 points ð (4 x 2) + 2 = 10. 
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Score Point 9 Response 
 

 



 

Ohio Department of Education, Rev. September 2011 Page 8 of 27 

 

Score Point 9 Response continued 
 

 
Rationale for Score Point 9 
 
This response received a score of 9 points. It addresses the prompt and explains why a specific 
person (the studentôs grandmother) is important. It maintains a consistent point of view and 
presents a clear picture of the studentôs grandmother (ñShe has black hair and usually gets 
highlights every so often.ò) and why she is important using appropriate factual information and 
helpful details of support (ñShe loves all of her children and grandchildren and she spoils her 
grandchildren all.ò). Yet, it contains examples of underdeveloped and unfocused ideas and 
grammatical mistakes. The response shifts its focus from the grandmother, particularly in the 
second and third paragraphs, and discusses other people. The response includes a few 
grammatical mistakes which do not adversely affect a readerôs understanding of the text.  
 
This response received 3 out of 5 points in Writing Applications and 3 out of 3 points in Writing 
Conventions for a total score of 9 points ð (3 x 2) + 3 = 9. 
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Score Point 8 Response 
 

 


