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Scoring Guidelines – Applications: 
 
Score Description 
 
6  This is a superior piece of writing. The prompt is directly addressed, and the 

response is adapted effectively to audience and purpose. It is exceptionally 
developed, containing compelling ideas, examples and details. The response, 
using a clearly evident organizational plan, actively engages the reader with a 
unified and coherent sequence and structure of ideas. The response 
consistently uses a variety of sentence structures, effective word choices and 
an engaging style. 

 
5 This is an excellent piece of writing. The prompt is directly addressed and the 

response is clearly adapted to audience and purpose. It is very well 
developed, containing compelling ideas, examples and details. The response, 
using a clearly evident organizational plan, engages the reader with a unified 
and coherent sequence and structure of ideas. The response typically uses a 
variety of sentence structures, effective word choices and an engaging style. 

 
4 This is an effective piece of writing. While the prompt is addressed and the 

response adapts to audience and purpose, there are occasional 
inconsistencies in the response’s overall plan. The response is well developed, 
containing effective ideas, examples and details. The response, using a good 
organizational plan, presents the reader with a generally unified and coherent 
sequence and structure of ideas. The response often uses a variety of 
sentence structures, appropriate word choices and an effective style. 

 
3 This is an adequate piece of writing. While the prompt is generally addressed 

and the response shows an awareness of audience and purpose, there are 
inconsistencies in the response’s overall plan. Although the response contains 
ideas, examples and details, they are repetitive, unevenly developed and 
occasionally inappropriate. The response, using an acceptable organizational 
plan, presents the reader with a generally unified and coherent sequence and 
structure of ideas. The response occasionally uses a variety of sentence 
structures, appropriate word choices and an effective style. 

 
2 This is a marginal piece of writing. While an attempt is made to address the 

prompt, the response shows at best an inconsistent awareness of audience 
and purpose. When ideas, examples and details are present, they are 
frequently repetitive, unevenly developed and occasionally inappropriate. The 
response, using a limited organizational plan, does not present the reader with 
a generally unified and coherent sequence and structure of ideas. The 
response is exemplified by noticeable lapses in sentence structure, use of 
appropriate word choices and a clear, readable style. 
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1 This is an inadequate piece of writing. There is a weak attempt made to 
address the prompt. The response shows little or no awareness of audience 
and purpose. There is little or no development of ideas, or the response is 
limited to paraphrasing the prompt. There is little or no evidence of 
organizational structure. The response is exemplified by severe lapses in 
sentence structure, use of appropriate word choices and a clear, readable 
style. 

 
0 The following are categories of papers that cannot be scored: off task 

(complete disregard for the writing task identified by the prompt), completely 
illegible, in a language other than English, or no response. 

 
 
 
 
Scoring Guidelines – Conventions: 
 
Score Description 
 
3 The written response is free from errors that impair a reader’s understanding 
 and comprehension. Few errors, if any, are present in capitalization, 
 punctuation and spelling. The writing displays a consistent understanding of 
 grammatical conventions. 
 
2 Occasional errors may impair a reader’s understanding of the written 
 response. Some capitalization, punctuation and spelling errors are present. 
 The writing displays some understanding of grammatical conventions. 
 
1 Errors are frequent and impair a reader’s understanding of the written 
 response. Numerous errors in capitalization, punctuation and spelling are 
 present. The writing displays a minimal understanding of grammatical 
 conventions.  
 
0 The following are categories of papers that cannot be scored: completely 
 illegible, in a language other than English, or no response. 
      OR 
 The length and complexity of the response is insufficient to demonstrate the 
 writer has control over standard English conventions. 
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Applications Score Point: 1  
This is an inadequate piece of writing. There is a weak attempt made to address the 
prompt (“One day I was late for school”). The response shows little or no awareness 
of audience and purpose. There is little or no development of ideas (“I found out 
school was closed and I had to go back home”), or the response is limited to 
paraphrasing the prompt. There is little or no evidence of organizational structure. 
The response is exemplified by severe lapses in sentence structure, use of 
appropriate word choices and a clear, readable style. 
 
Conventions Score Point: 1  
Errors are frequent and impair a reader’s understanding of the written response. 
Numerous errors in capitalization, punctuation and spelling are present (“I was late 
for school Because I fell a sleep the I got up”). The writing displays a minimal 
understanding of grammatical conventions. 
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Applications Score Point: 1  
This is an inadequate piece of writing. There is a weak attempt made to address the 
prompt (“I was running late for school”). The response shows little or no awareness of 
audience and purpose. There is little or no development of ideas (“I woke up at 7:45 
and got to school at 8:20”), or the response is limited to paraphrasing the prompt. 
There is little or no evidence of organizational structure. The response is exemplified 
by severe lapses in sentence structure, use of appropriate word choices and a clear, 
readable style. 
 
Conventions Score Point: 1  
Errors are frequent and impair a reader’s understanding of the written response. 
Numerous errors in capitalization, punctuation and spelling are present (“alarm 
clock got un pluged”). The writing displays a minimal understanding of grammatical 
conventions. 
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Applications Score Point: 1  
This is an inadequate piece of writing. There is a weak attempt made to address the 
prompt (“I was late for school one time”). The response shows little or no awareness 
of audience and purpose. There is little or no development of ideas (“So I quickly got 
ready and walked to school”), or the response is limited to paraphrasing the prompt. 
There is little or no evidence of organizational structure. The response is exemplified 
by severe lapses in sentence structure, use of appropriate word choices and a clear, 
readable style. 
 
Conventions Score Point: 2  
Occasional errors may impair a reader’s understanding of the written response. 
Some capitalization, punctuation and spelling errors are present. The writing displays 
some understanding of grammatical conventions. 
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Applications Score Point: 1  
This is an inadequate piece of writing. There is a weak attempt made to address the 
prompt (“I was always late for school”). The response shows little or no awareness of 
audience and purpose. There is little or no development of ideas (“the 
consequences were ISS most of the time But I have gotton better over the days”), or 
the response is limited to paraphrasing the prompt. There is little or no evidence of 
organizational structure. The response is exemplified by severe lapses in sentence 
structure, use of appropriate word choices and a clear, readable style. 
 
Convention Score Point: 2  
Occasional errors may impair a reader’s understanding of the written response. 
Some capitalization, punctuation and spelling errors are present (“gotton better”). 
The writing displays some understanding of grammatical conventions. 
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Applications Score Point: 2 
This is a marginal piece of writing. While an attempt is made to address the prompt 
(“I was late to shcool once”), the response shows at best an inconsistent awareness 
of audience and purpose. When ideas, examples and details are present (“It took 
ten miuntes to get to shcool”), they are frequently repetitive, unevenly developed 
(“my mom got up late and had to get a shower”) and occasionally inappropriate. 
The response, using a limited organizational plan, does not present the reader with a 
generally unified and coherent sequence and structure of ideas. The response is 
exemplified by noticeable lapses in sentence structure, use of appropriate word 
choices (“My consequence was”) and a clear, readable style. 
 
Conventions Score Point: 2  
Occasional errors may impair a reader’s understanding of the written response. 
Some capitalization, punctuation (“It was boring I was gald”) and spelling (“second 
priode”) errors are present. The writing displays some understanding of grammatical 
conventions. 
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Applications Score Point: 2   
This is a marginal piece of writing. While an attempt is made to address the prompt 
(“I didn’t get up till much later”), the response shows at best an inconsistent 
awareness of audience and purpose (“I stayed home and enjoyed the day”). When 
ideas, examples and details are present, they are frequently repetitive, unevenly 
developed (“I seen the time jumped up”) and occasionally inappropriate. The 
response, using a limited organizational plan, does not present the reader with a 
generally unified and coherent sequence and structure of ideas. The response is 
exemplified by noticeable lapses in sentence structure, use of appropriate word 
choices and a clear, readable style (“On a day sometime during the week a long 
time ago”). 
 
Conventions Score Point: 2   
Occasional errors may impair a reader’s understanding of the written response. 
Some capitalization, punctuation and spelling errors are present (“I was suppose to 
get up,” “reliezed”). The writing displays some understanding of grammatical 
conventions. 
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Applications Score Point: 3  
This is an adequate piece of writing. While the prompt is generally addressed (“I still 
didn’t have my home work done”) and the response shows an awareness of 
audience and purpose, there are inconsistencies in the response’s overall plan. 
Although the response contains ideas, examples and details, they are repetitive 
(“get my homework do,” “wasn’t getting much done,” “still didn’t have my home 
work done”), unevenly developed and occasionally inappropriate. The response, 
using an acceptable organizational plan, presents the reader with a generally 
unified and coherent sequence (“When the game was over”) and structure of ideas. 
The response occasionally uses a variety of sentence structures, appropriate word 
choices and an effective style. 
 
Conventions Score Point: 2  
Occasional errors may impair a reader’s understanding of the written response. 
Some capitalization, punctuation and spelling errors are present (“I know that I 
needed to get my homework do”). The writing displays some understanding of 
grammatical conventions. 
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Applications Score Point: 3 
This is an adequate piece of writing. While the prompt is generally addressed (“I had 
Been 50 min late”) and the response shows an awareness of audience and purpose, 
there are inconsistencies in the response’s overall plan. Although the response 
contains ideas, examples and details, they are repetitive (“woke up late,” “when I 
woke up it was already 5:50”), unevenly developed (“got dressed and everything”) 
and occasionally inappropriate. The response, using an acceptable organizational 
plan, presents the reader with a generally unified and coherent sequence and 
structure of ideas (“When I got to school”). The response occasionally uses a variety 
of sentence structures, appropriate word choices and an effective style. 
 
Conventions Score Point: 2  
Occasional errors may impair a reader’s understanding of the written response. 
Some capitalization (“friday”), punctuation and spelling errors are present 
(“learend”). The writing displays some understanding of grammatical conventions. 
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Applications Score Point: 3  
This is an adequate piece of writing. While the prompt is generally addressed (“I 
accidentely turned off my alarm”) and the response shows an awareness of 
audience and purpose, there are inconsistencies in the response’s overall plan. 
Although the response contains ideas, examples and details (“I had been on the 
phone a little to late”), they are repetitive (“8:00 rolled around ... but I wasn’t awake 
yet”), unevenly developed and occasionally inappropriate. The response, using an 
acceptable organizational plan, presents the reader with a generally unified and 
coherent sequence and structure of ideas. The response occasionally uses a variety 
of sentence structures (“In order to make it up to her”), appropriate word choices 
and an effective style. 
 
Conventions Score Point: 3  
The written response is free from errors that impair a reader’s understanding and 
comprehension. Few errors, if any, are present in capitalization, punctuation and 
spelling (“gave the horses bathes”). The writing displays a consistent understanding 
of grammatical conventions. 
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Applications Score Point: 3  
This is an adequate piece of writing. While the prompt is generally addressed (“I had 
forgotten that I had prastice”) and the response shows an awareness of audience 
and purpose, there are inconsistencies in the response’s overall plan. Although the 
response contains ideas, examples and details (“I had prastice at 12:30”), they are 
repetitive, unevenly developed (“she asked me where I was and I told her”) and 
occasionally inappropriate. The response, using an acceptable organizational plan 
(“Then, after a few moments”), presents the reader with a generally unified and 
coherent sequence and structure of ideas. The response occasionally uses a variety 
of sentence structures, appropriate word choices (“aspiring college player”) and an 
effective style. 
 
Conventions Score Point: 3  
The written response is free from errors that impair a reader’s understanding and 
comprehension. Few errors, if any, are present in capitalization, punctuation and 
spelling (“worste”). The writing displays a consistent understanding of grammatical 
conventions. 
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Applications Score Point: 4  
This is an effective piece of writing. While the prompt is addressed (“I realized I had 
overslept”) and the response adapts to audience and purpose, there are occasional 
inconsistencies in the response’s overall plan. The response is well developed, 
containing effective ideas, examples and details (“I was already fifteen minutes 
late”). The response, using a good organizational plan, presents the reader with a 
generally unified and coherent sequence and structure of ideas (“I walked straight to 
the office,” “After school was over”). The response often uses a variety of sentence 
structures, appropriate word choices and an effective style (“One early monday 
morning”). 
 
Conventions Score Point: 3  
The written response is free from errors that impair a reader’s understanding and 
comprehension. Few errors, if any, are present in capitalization, punctuation and 
spelling (“When I answerd the phone”). The writing displays a consistent 
understanding of grammatical conventions. 
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Applications Score Point: 4  
This is an effective piece of writing. The prompt is addressed (“I remember being late 
to softball practice”) and it adapts to audience and purpose. The response is well 
developed, containing effective ideas, examples and details (“still at my boyfriend’s 
house and not even in my practice clothes”). The response, using a good 
organizational plan, presents the reader with a generally unified and coherent 
sequence and structure of ideas. The response often uses a variety of sentence 
structures, appropriate word choices (“dreaded,” “weaseling”) and an effective 
style. 
Conventions Score Point: 3 
The written response is free from errors that impair a reader’s understanding and 
comprehension. Few errors, if any, are present in capitalization, punctuation and 
spelling (“payed more attention”). The writing displays a consistent understanding of 
grammatical conventions. 
 
 

 25



 

 26



 

 

 27



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Applications Score Point: 5  
This is an excellent piece of writing. The prompt is directly addressed (“After 
cramming for the hardest midterm of my life”) and the response is clearly adapted to 
audience and purpose. It is very well developed, containing compelling ideas, 
examples and details (“my breath smells like last night’s spaghetti & meatballs”). The 
response, using a clearly evident organizational plan, engages the reader with a 
unified and coherent sequence and structure of ideas. The response typically uses a 
variety of sentence structures, effective word choices (“a cloudless dream”) and an 
engaging style (“a desparate attempt for more time”). 
 
Conventions Score Point: 3  
The written response is free from errors that impair a reader’s understanding and 
comprehension. Few errors, if any, are present in capitalization, punctuation and 
spelling. The writing displays a consistent understanding of grammatical 
conventions. 
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Applications Score Point: 5 
This is an excellent piece of writing. The prompt is directly addressed (“6:51 p.m. I 
would be late”) and the response is clearly adapted to audience and purpose. It is 
very well developed, containing compelling ideas, examples and details (“I dialed 
the known-by-heart digits”). The response, using a clearly evident organizational 
plan, engages the reader with a unified and coherent sequence and structure of 
ideas (“Not more than a minute later”). The response typically uses a variety of 
sentence structures, effective word choices (“assured,” “legitimate”) and an 
engaging style (“I sped through the halls”). 
 
Conventions Score Point: 3  
The written response is free from errors that impair a reader’s understanding and 
comprehension. Few errors, if any, are present in capitalization, punctuation and 
spelling (“screeching hault”). The writing displays a consistent understanding of 
grammatical conventions. 
 

 33



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Applications Score Point: 6 
There is no data for this score point. 
 
Conventions Score Point: 3 
There is no data for this score point 
 
.
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Item 
 
5.  The owners of a local mall are concerned that so many teenagers hang out at 

the mall. They are considering a rule that all teens under sixteen years of age 
must be accompanied by an adult when they come to the mall.  

 
You are planning a letter to the owners of the mall either supporting or 
opposing the proposal. Identify two arguments you would use either to support 
OR oppose the rule. 

 
Write your response in the Answer Document. (2 points) 

 
Sample Response for Item 5 (Short Answer): 
 
Exemplar Response: 
Supporting: (1) If teens under sixteen must be accompanied by a parent at the mall, 
then the mall would not be as crowded and shopping for serious shoppers would be 
easier. (2) Many teens at the mall do not buy anything; they just go to visit their 
friends. They should find other places to meet their friends. 
Opposing: (1) Forcing young teens to come to the mall with their parents 
discriminates against these teens. (2) Young teens are safe at the mall without their 
parents; in fact, parents drop their teens off at the mall knowing that their children will 
be in a secure environment. 
 
Scoring Guidelines for Item 5: 
 
Score Points Description 
 
2 points Response identifies two arguments appropriate to the target audience 

(mall owners) supporting or opposing the rule. 
 
1 point Response identifies one argument appropriate to the target audience 

(mall owners) supporting or opposing the rule. 

0 points Response indicates no understanding of the task. 
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Score Point: 0 
This response indicates no understanding of the task.  
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Score Point: 0 
The response initially opposes the rule, but abruptly changes to being “50/50 with the 
... ruling,” and offers no support for either side; this indicates no understanding of the 
task. 
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Score Point: 0 
The response offers solutions to the problem of teens hanging out at a mall instead of 
arguing for or against the proposed new rule; this indicates no understanding of the 
task. 
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Score Point: 1 
The response opposes the rule and supports the position with one argument: the mall 
would lose business. 
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Score Point: 1 
The response opposes the proposal and offers one argument as support: teens need 
a place to hang out without parents.  
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Score Point: 1 
The response supports the new rule and offers one holistic argument: kids under 
sixteen aren’t safe unaccompanied by an adult. 
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Score Point: 2 
The response opposes the mall’s proposal and offers two appropriate arguments as 
support: “you can make friends” and “a safe place.” 
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Score Point: 2 
The response agrees with the new rule and supports this point of view with two valid 
arguments: teenagers could use their time more constructively and the mall would 
experience less theft. 
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Score Point: 2 
The response agrees with the new rule and offers more than two valid arguments to 
support the decisions: parents take advantage of shopping malls as surrogate 
babysitters; unaccompanied kids are in danger and cause trouble; and business 
would improve with parental purchasing power. 
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Scoring Guidelines – Applications: 
 
Score Description 
 
6  This is a superior piece of writing. The prompt is directly addressed, and the 

response is adapted effectively to audience and purpose. It is exceptionally 
developed, containing compelling ideas, examples and details. The response, 
using a clearly evident organizational plan, actively engages the reader with a 
unified and coherent sequence and structure of ideas. The response 
consistently uses a variety of sentence structures, effective word choices and 
an engaging style. 

 
5 This is an excellent piece of writing. The prompt is directly addressed and the 

response is clearly adapted to audience and purpose. It is very well 
developed, containing compelling ideas, examples and details. The response, 
using a clearly evident organizational plan, engages the reader with a unified 
and coherent sequence and structure of ideas. The response typically uses a 
variety of sentence structures, effective word choices and an engaging style. 

 
4 This is an effective piece of writing. While the prompt is addressed and the 

response adapts to audience and purpose, there are occasional 
inconsistencies in the response’s overall plan. The response is well developed, 
containing effective ideas, examples and details. The response, using a good 
organizational plan, presents the reader with a generally unified and coherent 
sequence and structure of ideas. The response often uses a variety of 
sentence structures, appropriate word choices and an effective style. 

 
3 This is an adequate piece of writing. While the prompt is generally addressed 

and the response shows an awareness of audience and purpose, there are 
inconsistencies in the response’s overall plan. Although the response contains 
ideas, examples and details, they are repetitive, unevenly developed and 
occasionally inappropriate. The response, using an acceptable organizational 
plan, presents the reader with a generally unified and coherent sequence and 
structure of ideas. The response occasionally uses a variety of sentence 
structures, appropriate word choices and an effective style. 

 
2 This is a marginal piece of writing. While an attempt is made to address the 

prompt, the response shows at best an inconsistent awareness of audience 
and purpose. When ideas, examples and details are present, they are 
frequently repetitive, unevenly developed and occasionally inappropriate. The 
response, using a limited organizational plan, does not present the reader with 
a generally unified and coherent sequence and structure of ideas. The 
response is exemplified by noticeable lapses in sentence structure, use of 
appropriate word choices and a clear, readable style. 
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1 This is an inadequate piece of writing. There is a weak attempt made to 
address the prompt. The response shows little or no awareness of audience 
and purpose. There is little or no development of ideas, or the response is 
limited to paraphrasing the prompt. There is little or no evidence of 
organizational structure. The response is exemplified by severe lapses in 
sentence structure, use of appropriate word choices and a clear, readable 
style. 

 
0 The following are categories of papers that cannot be scored: off task 

(complete disregard for the writing task identified by the prompt), completely 
illegible, in a language other than English, or no response. 

 
 
 
 
Scoring Guidelines – Conventions: 
 
Score Description 
 
3 The written response is free from errors that impair a reader’s understanding 

and comprehension. Few errors, if any, are present in capitalization, 
punctuation and spelling. The writing displays a consistent understanding of 
grammatical conventions. 

 
2 Occasional errors may impair a reader’s understanding of the written 

response. Some capitalization, punctuation and spelling errors are present. 
The writing displays some understanding of grammatical conventions. 

 
1 Errors are frequent and impair a reader’s understanding of the written 

response. Numerous errors in capitalization, punctuation and spelling are 
present. The writing displays a minimal understanding of grammatical 
conventions. 

 
0 The following are categories of papers that cannot be scored: completely 

illegible, in a language other than English, or no response. 
OR 

The length and complexity of the response is insufficient to demonstrate the 
writer has control over standard English conventions. 
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Applications Score Point: 1 
This is an inadequate piece of writing. A weak attempt is made to address the 
prompt. The response shows little awareness of audience or purpose and offers no 
development of ideas. There is no evidence of an organizational plan as the 
response jumps from one unrelated example (“some are nice”) to another (“You 
have two Lunch line”). 
 
Conventions Score Point: 1 
Errors are frequent and impair a reader’s understanding. There are numerous errors 
in punctuation and spelling (“sank bar”). The writing displays a minimal 
understanding of grammatical conventions. 
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Applications Score Point: 1 
This is an inadequate piece of writing. A weak attempt is made to address the 
prompt. The response shows little awareness of audience or purpose and offers no 
development of ideas. There is no evidence of an organizational plan as each 
example is part of the same sentence separated only by "and." 
 
Conventions Score Point: 1 
Errors in spelling (“alot”) and punctuation (“its”), combined with the short length of 
the response, show a minimal understanding of grammatical conventions. 
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Applications Score Point: 1 
This is an inadequate piece of writing. There is some awareness of the purpose and 
audience but this response lacks development. There are no examples or details to 
develop the idea that high school will present obstacles. There is no organizational 
structure evident as the response is limited to a single sentence. 
 
Conventions Score Point: 2 
The writing displays some understanding of grammatical conventions. A 
capitalization error (“Junior”) and missing punctuation after “To all the kids in this 
group” demonstrate an inconsistent understanding of grammatical conventions. 
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Applications Score Point: 1 
This is an inadequate piece of writing. Although there is some awareness of the 
prompt (“You can do more thing in high school than you can in the elementary”), 
there is no additional development of this idea. No organizational plan is evident. 
There are lapses in sentence structure (“Myself personal”). 
 
Conventions Score Point: 2 
The writing displays some understanding of grammatical conventions by correctly 
using a comma, apostrophe and end marks. Some semantic errors, however, impair 
a reader’s understanding of the written response. 
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Applications Score Point: 2 
This is a marginal piece of writing. Although an attempt is made to address the 
prompt, the focus is on describing high school (“Highschool is your last chance to 
really have fun befor you become an adult”) rather than developing a comparison 
between high school and elementary school. There are a couple of examples (fights 
and academic challenges), but these are not developed. 
 
Conventions Score Point: 2 
Occasional errors impede a reader’s understanding of the response: “Students in 
High School are a little more mature and there for the aren’t as many fights.” Errors in 
capitalization and spelling are present. 
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Applications Score Point: 2 
This is a marginal piece of writing. There is very little awareness of the prompt as the 
response focuses on what high school is rather than how it is different from 
elementary school. There is very little development of ideas. The response shows a 
limited organizational plan with no transitions from one thought to the next. 
Noticeable lapses in sentence structure are present: “learn all you can learn and you 
giant step into just little one.” 
 
Conventions Score Point: 2 
Frequent run-on sentences make the response difficult to understand. There are 
multiple errors in capitalization, spelling and punctuation. 
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Applications Score Point: 2 
This is a marginal piece of writing. While there is an awareness of audience (“So you 
little one”), there is very little awareness of purpose (“But be for I get started I went to 
tell you something”). The response discusses rights, respect, and responsibility, but 
only deals minimally with the topic of the differences between elementary and high 
school. Additionally, there are noticeable lapses in sentence structure (“While high 
school is very hard but as you get in 11-12 it is gonna ease up on you”). 
 
Conventions Score Point: 2 
Some errors impede a reader’s understanding of the written response. There are 
several errors in spelling, capitalization and usage. 
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Applications Score Point: 2 
This is a marginal piece of writing. While it shows some awareness of audience and 
purpose, it lacks an overall organizational plan. Examples of the differences between 
high school and elementary school are simply named without any development or 
elaboration. 
 
Conventions Score Point: 3 
Although there are errors in the response, the errors do not impair a reader’s 
understanding. Few errors, if any, are present in capitalization, punctuation and 
spelling. The writing displays a consistent understanding of grammatical 
conventions. 
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Applications Score Point: 2 
This is a marginal piece of writing. While an attempt is made to address the prompt, 
there is only minimal development of ideas and examples. The response presents a 
limited organizational plan; there are abrupt transitions from one example to the 
next. There are also noticeable lapses in sentence structure and sentences used out 
of context (“Wait this is only to prepare you for the real world”). 
 
Conventions Score Point: 3 
Although there are errors in the response, the errors do not impair a reader’s 
understanding. Few errors, if any, are present in capitalization, punctuation and 
spelling. The writing displays a consistent understanding of grammatical 
conventions. 
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Applications Score Point: 3 
This is an adequate piece of writing. It clearly addresses the prompt (“Elementary 
school to high school is a difficult adjustment to make”). There is an awareness of 
audience as the prompt anticipates potential fears the students may have (“getting 
confused,” “getting in my locker,” etc.). There are inconsistencies in the overall plan 
as the paragraph on age differences lacks development and connection to the rest 
of the response. The response shows a generally unified sequence, ending with “All in 
all high school is better than elementary school.” 
 
Conventions Score Point: 3 
Although there are errors in the response, the errors do not impair a reader’s 
understanding. Few errors, if any, are present in capitalization, punctuation and 
spelling. The writing displays a consistent understanding of grammatical 
conventions. 
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Applications Score Point: 3 
This is an adequate piece of writing. The prompt is generally addressed and shows 
an awareness of purpose as well as audience (“Some of you may even be scared”). 
There are inconsistencies in the development, however, as the response begins to 
offer advice (“Treat everyone as if you would want them to treat you!”). There is a 
generally unified and coherent sequence of ideas (discussion of teachers, then 
fellow students, followed by a short conclusion) and a variety of sentence structures. 
 
Conventions Score Point: 3 
The response is free from errors that impair a reader’s understanding. Few errors, if 
any, are present in capitalization, punctuation and spelling. The writing displays a 
consistent understanding of grammatical conventions. 
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Applications Score Point: 3 
This is an adequate piece of writing. The prompt is addressed and there is a clear 
awareness of audience; however, there are inconsistencies in the overall plan as the 
focus temporarily moves away from similarities and differences of elementary and 
high school to memories of eighth grade. The response presents a generally unified 
and coherent sequence (more to do, more people, more independence) but lacks 
effective development. Some variety of sentence structure is present. 
 
Conventions Score Point: 3 
The response is free from errors that impair a reader’s understanding. Few errors, if 
any, are present in capitalization, punctuation and spelling. The writing displays a 
consistent understanding of grammatical conventions. 
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Applications Score Point: 4 
This is an effective piece of writing. The prompt is adequately addressed as it 
describes the different expectations of high school as compared with elementary 
school. The response uses specific examples to illustrate these differences (“The 
teachers aren’t your baby sitters anymore.”) There is evidence of a good 
organizational plan (“When you arrive,” “In conclusion”). 
 
Conventions Score Point: 3 
The response is free from errors that impair a reader’s understanding. Few errors, if 
any, are present in capitalization, punctuation and spelling. The writing displays a 
consistent understanding of grammatical conventions. 
 

 70



 

 71



 

 72



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Applications Score Point: 4 
This is an effective piece of writing. Although the response could benefit from further 
development, it addresses the prompt and clearly adapts to the audience. It 
contains effective examples such as the variety of classes high school offers and the 
higher expectations of high school. It uses a good organizational plan, always 
coming back to the general idea of enjoying the greater freedom that high school 
offers. 
 
Conventions Score Point: 3 
The response is free from errors that impair a reader’s understanding. Few errors, if 
any, are present in capitalization, punctuation and spelling. The writing displays a 
consistent understanding of grammatical conventions. 
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Applications Score Point: 5 
This is an excellent piece of writing. It directly addresses the prompt from the 
beginning: “Elementary and high school are very, very different!” The response 
develops this idea with details: “When you’re in elementary you learn how to tie your 
shoes, zip your coat.” It goes on to describe high school in similar detail, developing 
these details in a unified and coherent sequence. There is a variety of sentence 
structures and an engaging style. 
 
Conventions Score Point: 3 
The response is free from errors that impair a reader’s understanding. Few errors, if 
any, are present in capitalization, punctuation and spelling. The writing displays a 
consistent understanding of grammatical conventions. 
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Applications Score Point: 5 
This is an excellent piece of writing. The prompt is directly addressed and the 
response is clearly adapted to the audience (“Good morning, kids”). It is well 
developed with compelling examples and details, beginning with “You might be a 
bit apprehensive right now.” It goes on to address many differences between 
elementary and high school, emphasizing the positive aspects of high school. The 
response uses a variety of sentence structures and effective word choices. 
 
Conventions Score Point: 3 
The response is free from errors that impair a reader’s understanding. Few errors, if 
any, are present in capitalization, punctuation and spelling. The writing displays a 
consistent understanding of grammatical conventions. 
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Applications Score Point: 5 
This is an excellent piece of writing. It clearly addresses the prompt and shows an 
awareness of audience and purpose. It is well developed with original examples and 
details. It describes elementary school life with “you have ten-minute romances, your 
parents drive you everywhere.” It moves in a logical way from these characteristics of 
elementary school to the different environment of high school: “At High School you 
become more mature.” The response shows a variety of sentence structures and an 
engaging style. 
 
Conventions Score Point: 3 
The response is free from errors that impair a reader’s understanding. Few errors, if 
any, are present in capitalization, punctuation and spelling. The writing displays a 
consistent understanding of grammatical conventions. 
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Applications Score Point: 6 
There is no data for this score point. 
 
Conventions Score Point: 3 
There is no data for this score point. 
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