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This fall, [School or District Name] received its 2016 Ohio School Report Card. The report graded us on how our students performed in the 2015-2016 school year. Ohio’s School Report Card is designed to help parents better understand what makes a school or district successful and how their local schools are doing. 
The report card looks at specific points of evidence, called “measures,” and assigns letter grades ranging from A-F to many of them. Each measure falls under one of six broad areas, called “components.” This year for the first time, the state is also giving schools and districts a letter grade on each component. 
Here are the Ohio School Report Card components and what they mean:
Achievement – Indicates how well our students as a whole performed on state achievement tests. [School/District Name] received a [fill in letter grade] on this component.
Gap Closing – Shows whether we are closing the gaps in academic achievement that tend to exist between groups of students, such as students living in poverty and students as a whole. [School/District Name] received a [fill in letter grade] on this component.
K-3 Literacy – Applies only to schools whose grades include kindergarten through three. The K-3 Literacy grade shows whether our students who struggle to read at the beginning of a school year are improving to grade-level reading by the start of the next grade. It tells parents whether our youngest students are building the reading skills they’ll need to keep learning throughout their school years. [School/District Name] received a [fill in letter grade] on this component.
Progress – Shows whether students in grades 4-8 and those taking high school end-of-course tests made the expected year’s worth of progress in math and reading during the school year. [School/District Name] received a [fill in letter grade] on this component.
Graduation Rate – This component applies only to high schools. The grade reflects the percentage of students in a school who graduated in four years and in five years. [School/District Name] received a [fill in letter grade] on this component. 
Prepared for Success – This component also applies only to high schools. The grade tells parents how prepared are a school or district’s students for success after high school. It’s not enough to know that children have graduated. We also must look at success factors like how many students took advanced courses or received ACT and SAT scores that showed they are truly ready for college-level work. [School/District Name] received a [fill in letter grade] on this component.
Ohio continues to raise its expectations for school performance because employers are demanding increasingly greater knowledge and skills from our graduates. We expect this to continue as the workplace becomes more technology-based and competition well-paying jobs increases. Our Ohio School Report Card tells parents if we are equipping their children to meet these expectations. 

