Graduating in 2018 and beyond

In a continually changing global economy, colleges and businesses expect more knowledge and skills from Ohio high school graduates than ever before. To match these high expectations, (name of your school) is working to make sure your son or daughter leaves high school well prepared. 

Ohio’s graduation requirements for the classes of 2018 and beyond offer students several ways to earn high school diplomas. The class of 2018 is made up of students who entered ninth grade in the 2014-2015 school year.

There are two parts to Ohio’s graduation requirements that graduates must satisfy: course credits and tests. 

The credit component requires all students to accumulate at least 20 high school credits from courses in math, health and physical education, English language arts, science and social studies. (insert if appropriate - Our school district requires XX additional credits. This requirement for XX course credits has been in place for XX years in our school district.) Additionally, your son or daughter must receive instruction in two areas – economics and financial literacy, and fine arts. (Insert how your district provides this instruction.)

The test part of Ohio’s graduation requirement allows your son or daughter to qualify for a high school diploma in one of three ways. Often students will qualify in more than one of them, though this is not required.

Options include:
Earning a minimum of 18 points, which accumulate from results on seven end-of-course state tests students take over four years of high school. To ensure students are well rounded, they must earn a minimum of four points in math, four points in English and six points across science and social studies; or

[bookmark: _GoBack]Earning 12 points by qualifying for an industry recognized credential or group of credentials in a single career field and getting a workforce readiness score of 13 on WorkKeys, a nationally recognized job skills test. WorkKeys is free once to any student requesting to take it; or

Earning English language arts and math scores on a national college admissions test, either the ACT or SAT, that show your student can do college-level work without needing to take remedial classes that repeat high school-level material. Our district will provide (ACT or SAT) as the college admission test that your student will take once for free in the spring of junior year.

Get more information about your child’s graduation requirements by meeting with your school counselor. You also can search the term Graduation Requirements at the Ohio Department of Education website, education.ohio.gov.
