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[bookmark: _GoBack]Brenden Douglas Smith says one main advantage of his career-tech program in the Information Technology Career Field is his teacher – Richard Mehok.  The Barberton High School CISCO/A+ instructor offers his expertise both at the secondary level and also as an adjunct professor at The University of Akron.

“He knows what the college courses will be like and not only gives us a taste of that but prepares us for the next step,” Brenden said of his teacher. 

“Brenden is a very compassionate person,” Mr. Mehok said.  “When he’s focused, he’s 100 percent.  I could see him eventually as a project manager.”

Brenden, who has a 3.0 GPA and hails from Wadsworth High School, is still exploring his destination. He is considering his artistic side that includes a passion for writing short story fiction, with his technical side, which taps into his lifelong love of computers. He plans to major in Computer Information Systems at Kent State University this fall.

Brenden’s appetite for technology was stimulated when he lived in another area and attended freshman and sophomore computer networking classes at Lorain County Joint Vocational Schools. His knowledge and skills were further developed at Barberton with instruction and practice that involved hardware specifics, troubleshooting and working independently and as part of a team. 

“Career-tech schools sometimes wrongly get a bad reputation,” he said. “After two years, I can honestly say that any of the negative perceptions are simply not true. I’m grateful for the education I received here.” 
 
