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Nickolas Bates graduated three times in May 2015.  First, he got his associate degree in mechanical engineering from Zane State College. The next week, he received an engineering program certificate from Mid-East Career and Technology Centers. Finally, the end of May, he obtained his graduation diploma from Buckeye Trail High School in the East Guernsey Local School District. 

“Nick,” as he prefers to be called, will be enrolled the fall of 2015 in the petroleum engineering program at Marietta College, which has awarded him a scholarship worth half of his tuition. Work completed in high school means Nick will complete a normally four-year program at Marietta in three years.

During a brief break from his studies and his full-time internship with Basic Systems, Inc., in Cambridge, in April, he reflected on his career pathway.

“I have always had a passion for both math and science from a very early age,” he said.  “But I was bored and unchallenged until I went to the career center.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]Nick, who at age 17 was the youngest person ever hired at Basic Systems, has been studying and applying physics, force analysis and other math-science concepts for the past two years.  His plan is to become a petroleum engineer to help design compressor stations. 

“Nick is enthusiastic about learning materials and makes an effort not only to solve problems, but to understand the concepts behind the problem,” said Zac McBride, Zane State physics and engineering instructor. “Nick always took a lead role in performing experiments, collecting and analyzing data, drawing conclusions and explaining the meaning of results to lab partners if they didn’t understand.”

He is in the National Honor Society and frequents the college Dean’s list.  He also is active in the Stop Nine Church of Christ, Byesville, where he serves communion and volunteers in activities to help children and the elderly. 

  


