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James Frank DeRosa III has a dream job – meeting and working with musicians and rappers, creating and enhancing their tracks at Oranjudio, one of the top recording studios in Columbus.  He has this at age 17 and before graduating from high school. 

Jimmy, as he prefers to be called, gives most of the credit to Ft. Hayes Career Center (Columbus) and his teacher, Ryan Vanbiebber. 

“Without Ft. Hayes, I wouldn’t have grown so much and I wouldn’t have an internship that evolved into a job,” Jimmy said. “I honestly came into the program at the start of my junior year with a big head. I had a teacher who challenged me, pushed me to learn new things about my craft and brought new people into my life.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]Jimmy, who will graduate from high school with a 3.7 GPA, plans on continued growth at Hocking College (Nelsonville) as well as at the studio. 

It all started, he recalled, when at age 12, he and some friends created a “joke song” for another friend.  They used a USB microphone to produce a “horrible, underwater-sounding” song.  But it was enough to get Jimmy hooked on new and better equipment and techniques to mix sound. He had a home studio that he felt was pretty good until coming to Ft. Hayes. 

 One of his most memorable projects at the career center was re-organizing the studio for more efficiency, including access to analog gear, which was seldom used. Outside the building, he had opportunities to work with the Columbus Symphony Orchestra and the Jazz Arts Group, among others. 

“I’m a technical type of person – always exploring,” he said. “But I always like to talk to people and hear their stories, which I realized is a skill for audio engineers. Another skill is being able to remain calm and tone it down for others.”

In 10 years, Jimmy believes that the artists that he works with will be among the best known.  Life will likely find him in a city with a larger music recording market. While his name won’t be recognizable by the general population, it will be known by the hip hop community.
