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Sabrina M. Smith is about dispelling myths - three of them, so far.

Myth #1: Welding is only about function.
Myth #2: Welding is a man's job.
Myth #3:  Students who take an extra year to finish high school have academic deficiencies.

The Truth: Sabrina's welding work is art with a purpose. She is the only female in her senior welding class at the Scarlet Oaks Career Campus (Cincinnati), but she is at the top of that class. While academically proficient, she decided to take an extra year to finish high school so she could get the full benefit of her welding program.

The story of this Class of 2015 exemplar started in the Scarlet Oaks Cosmetology program three years ago. It's ending down the hall in the Welding lab where she learned enough to graduate with four certifications:  Shielded Metal Arc Welding  3G Vertical Up Progression A-36 3/8” Plate and two in Flux Cored Arc Welding 3G Vertical Up Progression  -- A-36 3/8” plate and 1” Unlimited. She was the first in her class to get the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) 10-Hour certificate.

"Welding is a different kind of art," Sabrina, age 19, of Deer Park High School, said. She referenced a project where she helped Girl Scouts weld metal petals and leaves to create an aluminum flower and a personal project sketching out onto stainless steel sheet, cutting using a plasma torch and welding the butterfly wings into a chair. She generally draws her projects first.

"Welding is relaxing to me," she said.  "You are behind a dark screen creating in your own world."

[bookmark: _GoBack]Sabrina points to her father, a mechanic who does some welding, as her first exposure to the trade. She is excited about learning and doing more at the Hobart Institute of Welding Technology in Troy, Ohio, after she receives her Career Passport from Scarlet Oaks. 

"She has an interesting focus and detail," said Kristen Yancey, Sabrina’s school counselor at Scarlet Oaks, "She is the cream of the crop." 

