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Somewhere in the middle of working in a teen-created business called Custom Creations, Marlington High School student Zachary “Zack” Zigler started thinking about a career that would take him through the rest of his life.  

Would it be accounting, which is the name of his career-tech program?  Would it be marketing?  He’s vice president of marketing for the student-developed business that involves taking old T-shirts and making them into “memory” pillows. He enjoyed designing and maintaining the business Web site (customcreationsja.com), Facebook and Pinterest pages and other social media.

“Zack is a young man who is willing to do anything – and can,” said Rosemary Malatesta, supervisor at Sunpro, Inc., where Zack started as an intern and then was hired part-time by the second semester of his senior year. “He’s outgoing, friendly, dependable, smart, quick to learn.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]As he approached his high school graduation, Zack was living on his own while still actively involved in the lives of eight siblings, working a paid job, contributing to the Custom Creations team business and attaining more than a 4.0 GPA at Marlington.  The business team gained high marks in Junior Achievement-led competition. 

Somewhere towards the end of his K-12 education, he set his sights on becoming a mechanical engineer. 

“I talked to people who do engineering and did some job prediction research,” Zack said. “Designing things that move, or mechanical engineering, seems like a good fit and one where I would get a decent wage.”

Zack plans to start classes this fall at Akron University, where he has already been awarded a $5,000 scholarship.  He takes with him credits for calculus, English and (dual-credit) accounting – cutting about ½ year off his undergraduate college education.  

“I’m forever grateful to career tech,” he said.  “Here, I have learned how to manage time and money, be more responsible and how I can support myself while being reliable to other people.”


