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Order of Events

•Understanding Chronic Absence

•Local Policies

•Dashboard Review

•Next Steps
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What is Chronic Absence?
Chronic absence is defined as missing 10 percent or more of school 

for any reason.

Excused
absences

Unexcused
absences

Suspensions
Chronic 
Absence

Chronic absence is different from truancy (unexcused absences only) 

or average daily attendance (how many students show up to school 

each day).
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Absences Add Up!

The image above illustrates an example of an Ohio student who is chronically absent by missing 
18 days of school (based on a 1,200-hour school calendar with 6.5-hour instructional days).



Attendance Works’ research showed students 
who missed 2-4 days in the first month of 

school were

_____ times more likely to be chronically 
absent by the end of the year.
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https://baltimore-berc.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/SeptemberAttendanceBriefJuly2014.pdf


Local Attendance Policy

Updated board policy in place by 8/1/26

Focus is on chronic absence, not truancy

Raising awareness about being in school
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Reasons Students Are Absent
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Ohio’s Attendance Dashboard

attendance.ohio.gov
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https://attendance.ohio.gov/




10



11



Next Steps
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Community and School Dialogue

13

1. Locate 
School/District

2. Explore 
Data

3. Resource 
Inventory

4. Start 
Conversation

5. Make a Plan
6. Monitor 

Impact



Attendance Data Training

14



EDUCATION.OHIO.GOV

QUESTIONS?

Patrick Hickman

 Ohio’s Attendance Advisor

 Patrick.Hickman@education.ohio.gov

mailto:Patrick.Hickman@education.ohio.gov


TRADITIONAL GAP CLOSING COMPONENT

Gap 
Closing

Achievement

Growth

Graduation
English 

Language 
Proficiency

Chronic 
Absence

Gifted
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CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM PERFORMANCE GOALS

Overview

✓ Chronic absenteeism 
rates are evaluated 
annually to ensure 
schools and districts meet 
performance standards.

✓ Points are awarded based 
on achieving yearly goals 
or meeting improvement 
standards.

Improvement Target

✓ Schools with 36.7% or 
higher absenteeism must 
reduce rates by at least 
1.1 percentage points.

✓ Schools with less than 
36.7% absenteeism must 
reduce rates by 3%.

Scoring

✓ If the absenteeism rate is 
at or below the annual 
goal or meets the 
improvement standard, 
five points are assigned.
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STUDENT CHRONIC 
ABSENCE RATE

Example:  The student is enrolled from October 

through the end of the school year. 

Numerator: Total Absence Hours = 235 hours

Denominator: Total Enrolled Hours = 960.6 hours 

235

Hours 
Absent

960.6

Hours 
Enrolled

24.46%

Absence 
Rate
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https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Data/Report-Card-Resources/Traditional-Report-Cards/Student-Attendance.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US


CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM

• Chronic absence is defined as a student missing 10% or more of the school year 

for any reason – excused, medically excused, unexcused, and suspensions.

• Chronic absence is different from other commonly tracked attendance metrics 

such as truancy and Average Daily Attendance (ADA).

235 960.6 24.46%

Hours Absent
Hours 

Enrolled
Absence Rate

Student is 

Chronically 

Absent
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CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM 
CALCULATION

Sum of FTEs for chronically 
absent students who have at 

least 100 hrs. possible 
attendance

Sum of FTEs for all enrolled 
students who have at least 100 

hrs. possible attendance

Chronic 
Absenteeism 

Rate 

CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM ANNUAL 
MEASURABLE GOALS

2025-2026 School Year

All Students

• 14.5%
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IMPROVEMENT  CALCULATION
(ABSOLUTE REDUCTION) WHEN 
PRIOR YEAR IS 36.7% OR GREATER

IMPROVEMENT  STARTING AT 
BELOW 36.7% CALCULATION

Prior Year 
Chronic 

Absenteeism 
Percentage

Current Year 
Chronic 

Absenteeism 
Percentage

Actual 
Percentage 

Points 
Change

If >= 1.1 
percentage point 

Improvement 
District or School 

has  MET 
Improvement

Prior Year 
Chronic 

Absenteeism 
Percentage

3%

Relative 
Percent 
Change 
Needed

If >= 3% 
Improvement 

District or School 
has MET 

Improvement 
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VALIDATING DATA IN THE CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM 

MEASURE

22



LAST CHANCE TO “FIX” 
STUDENT DATA ERRORS

• 2.2 Student Demographic Record (GI) 9.1

• 2.3 Student Demographic - Race Detail 

Record (GJ) 8.0

• 2.4 Student Standing Record (FS) 14.1

• 2.5 Student Attributes - Effective Date 

Record (FD) 14.1

• 2.6 Student Attributes - No Date Record 

(FN) 15.1

• 2.7 Student Acceleration Record (FB) 7.0

• 2.10 Student Gifted Education Record (GG) 

8.0
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https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Data/EMIS/EMIS-Documentation/Current-EMIS-Manual/2-2-Student-Demographic-GI-Record-v9-1.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Data/EMIS/EMIS-Documentation/Current-EMIS-Manual/2-2-Student-Demographic-GI-Record-v9-1.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Data/EMIS/EMIS-Documentation/Current-EMIS-Manual/2-3-Student-Demo-Record_Race-Detail-GJ-Record-v8-0.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Data/EMIS/EMIS-Documentation/Current-EMIS-Manual/2-3-Student-Demo-Record_Race-Detail-GJ-Record-v8-0.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Data/EMIS/EMIS-Documentation/Current-EMIS-Manual/2-3-Student-Demo-Record_Race-Detail-GJ-Record-v8-0.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Data/EMIS/EMIS-Documentation/Current-EMIS-Manual/2-3-Student-Demo-Record_Race-Detail-GJ-Record-v8-0.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Data/EMIS/EMIS-Documentation/Current-EMIS-Manual/2-3-Student-Demo-Record_Race-Detail-GJ-Record-v8-0.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Data/EMIS/EMIS-Documentation/Current-EMIS-Manual/2-4-Student-Standing-FS-Record-v14-1.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Data/EMIS/EMIS-Documentation/Current-EMIS-Manual/2-4-Student-Standing-FS-Record-v14-1.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Data/EMIS/EMIS-Documentation/Current-EMIS-Manual/2-5-Student-Attributes_Effective-Date-FD-Record-v14-1.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Data/EMIS/EMIS-Documentation/Current-EMIS-Manual/2-5-Student-Attributes_Effective-Date-FD-Record-v14-1.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Data/EMIS/EMIS-Documentation/Current-EMIS-Manual/2-5-Student-Attributes_Effective-Date-FD-Record-v14-1.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Data/EMIS/EMIS-Documentation/Current-EMIS-Manual/2-5-Student-Attributes_Effective-Date-FD-Record-v14-1.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Data/EMIS/EMIS-Documentation/Current-EMIS-Manual/2-5-Student-Attributes_Effective-Date-FD-Record-v14-1.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Data/EMIS/EMIS-Documentation/Current-EMIS-Manual/2-6-Student-Attributes_No-Date-FN-Record-v15-1.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Data/EMIS/EMIS-Documentation/Current-EMIS-Manual/2-6-Student-Attributes_No-Date-FN-Record-v15-1.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Data/EMIS/EMIS-Documentation/Current-EMIS-Manual/2-6-Student-Attributes_No-Date-FN-Record-v15-1.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Data/EMIS/EMIS-Documentation/Current-EMIS-Manual/2-6-Student-Attributes_No-Date-FN-Record-v15-1.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Data/EMIS/EMIS-Documentation/Current-EMIS-Manual/2-6-Student-Attributes_No-Date-FN-Record-v15-1.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Data/EMIS/EMIS-Documentation/Current-EMIS-Manual/2-7-Student-Acceleration-FB-Record-v7-0.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Data/EMIS/EMIS-Documentation/Current-EMIS-Manual/2-7-Student-Acceleration-FB-Record-v7-0.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Data/EMIS/EMIS-Documentation/Current-EMIS-Manual/2-10-Student-Gifted-Education-GG-Record-v8-0.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Data/EMIS/EMIS-Documentation/Current-EMIS-Manual/2-10-Student-Gifted-Education-GG-Record-v8-0.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Data/EMIS/EMIS-Documentation/Current-EMIS-Manual/2-10-Student-Gifted-Education-GG-Record-v8-0.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US


REQUIRED OEDS ROLES AND SECURITY PROCESS

• To obtain access to the Secure Data Center 

(SDC) a user must be assigned either the 

Secure Data Center – Standard Level 

Access or Secure Data Center – Student 

Level Access role in OEDS

• **Either role will grant the user access to 
student-level data within the reports

• Security is based on the IRN as the driver.

• When logging into the Report Portal system, 
users will be prompted to select from one or 
more IRNs to view reports

• For example, users may be assigned access 
(via the OEDS SDC role) at the District IRN, 
School IRN, or a combination of both

• Users with access to data from multiple IRNs 
must select the highest level in their 
hierarchy of access (i.e., District level) to 
view reports for the entire district
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https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Data/Ohio-Educational-Directory-System-OEDS


LOG IN TO OH|ID ACCOUNT
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https://safe.ode.state.oh.us/portal


OPEN REPORT PORTAL APPLICATION
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SELECT SECURE DATA CENTER TILE
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ENROLLMENT AND STUDENT ATTENDANCE REPROTS
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STUDENT ATTENDANCE
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ABSENTEEISM – SSID DETAIL

Moderate and 
Severe Levels 

are considered 
Chronically 

Absent

30



EDUCATION.OHIO.GOV

QUESTIONS?

Jessica Lauric

 Program Administrator 

 accountability@education.ohio.gov 

mailto:accountability@education.ohio.gov
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