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SESSION 
OVERVIEW

 1.  Ohio’s Accessibility System

 2. Administrative Considerations 

 3. Universal Tools 

 4. Designated Supports

 5.  Accommodations

6. Alternate Assessment
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Ohio’s Accessibility

System
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OHIO ACCESSIBILITY MANUAL

Ohio’s State Tests for grades 3-
8 and high school in English 
language arts, mathematics, 
science and social studies

Website Link

https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Testing/Accommodations-on-State-Assessments


7

OHIO’S

ACCESSIBILITY

SYSTEM

Administrative Considerations

for all students
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Administrative 

Considerations

8
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ADMINISTRATIVE CONSIDERATIONS

Adjustable lighting

Familiar test administrator

Frequent breaks

Separate or alternate location
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Universal Tool
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UNIVERSAL TOOLS, EMBEDDED

Calculator Highlighter Line reader
Mark for 
review

Masking

Notepad
Paginated 
stimuli and 

reading mode
Spellcheck Strikethrough Test clock

Text-to-
speech

Writing tools Zoom



12

UNIVERSAL TOOLS, NON-EMBEDDED

Blank paper
Calculator
(handheld)

General 
directions

Headphones
Redirect 

student to 
the test
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Designated Supports
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DESIGNATED SUPPORTS, EMBEDDED

Background/font 
color choice

Disable 
universal tool

Mouse pointer 
size and color

Print size
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DESIGNATED SUPPORTS, NON-EMBEDDED

Calculator or 
fact charts 
(handheld)

Mathematics 
reference 

sheets

External 
magnification 

Line reader tool 
(handheld)

Music and white 
noise

Noise buffers

Rulers, 
angled rulers, 

compasses and 
protractors

Specialized 
paper

Spellchecker 
(handheld)

Student reads 
test aloud to self

Tactile fidgets Timer (external)
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Accommodations
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WHO CAN RECEIVE ASSESSMENT ACCOMMODATIONS?

1 – Students with disabilities who have an IEP

2 – Students with disabilities who have a Section 504 Plan

3 – Students identified as English learners

4 – English learners with disabilities

5 – Adult testers who exited high school with EL status, a valid IEP or 504 plan
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TYPES OF 
ACCOMMODATIONS 
FOR STUDENTS 
WITH DISABILITIES

Presentation

• Alter the method or 
format in which 
test content is 
presented

Response

• Change the 
way a student 
submits an 
answer 

Timing
• Change length 

of time to 
complete test
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Assessment 

Accommodations for 

English Learners



BILINGUAL TEST FORM
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Ohio’s State Tests 
of math, science 

and social studies 

Online 
tests only

For students 
with content 
knowledge in 

both languages

Oral translator 
may translate 

student’s answers

Spanish

English



ORAL TRANSLATION

What is it?

✓ Translator reads test aloud in student’s 
preferred language and translates   
student’s responses to English

✓ Administered in separate setting

✓ Translator must be an adult non-relative 
of the student

21



ORAL TRANSLATION (CONT.)

Which tests? 

✓ Ohio’s State Tests of mathematics, 

science and social studies

Not allowed for English language arts 

tests. Only general test directions may be 

translated

22



ORAL TRANSLATION RESOURCES
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Fall 2023 OST TAM Appendix B:
Supplemental Instructions 

for Oral Translation

Fall 2023 OST TAM Appendix G: 
Non-Disclosure Agreement 

for Translators

Click the covers to 

access each resource.

https://oh-ost.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/administration-documents/administration-manuals
https://oh-ost.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/administration-documents/administration-manuals/fall/ost-tam
https://oh-ost.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/administration-documents/administration-manuals/fall/ost-tam
https://oh-ost.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/administration-documents/administration-manuals/fall/ost-tam
https://oh-ost.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/administration-documents/administration-manuals/fall/ost-tam
https://oh-ost.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/administration-documents/administration-manuals/fall/ost-tam
https://oh-ost.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/administration-documents/administration-manuals/fall/ost-tam
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Testing/Accommodations-on-State-Assessments


REIMBURSEMENT FOR ORAL TRANSLATION
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Translator Reimbursement 

Guidance Document
Translator Reimbursement Form

Both resources have been updates for the 2023-2024 school year and are on the 
Office of Assessment’s Documents and Forms webpage under Forms. 

https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Testing/Testing-Forms-and-Resources/Documents-and-Forms/23-24-Translator-Guidance-dotx.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Testing/Testing-Forms-and-Resources/Documents-and-Forms/23-24-Translator-Guidance-dotx.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=xPz4UNiUB0-E6zbtV8fIohXq5J2OB0BBt5-hK9R8rxlUN1FZR1FGTUs3NkU0TVpNQkg5QVhMTzdPWS4u
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Testing/Testing-Forms-and-Resources/Documents-and-Forms


BILINGUAL WORD-TO-WORD DICTIONARY
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• Meets criteria stated in Ohio Accessibility Manual

• Paper or electronic

• Familiar to student; student uses independently

• No definitions, phrases, sentences, pictures

• Does not connect to internet

• Does not store or save information
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OHIO ACCESSIBILITY MANUAL: APPENDIX UPDATES

▪ Appendix B: Decision-Making Tool for a Reading Access Accommodation on ELA Ohio 

State Tests

▪ Appendix F: Sign Language Interpreter Guidelines and Glossary

▪ Appendix G: Speech-to-Text (Dictation) – must request permission through Ohio Help 

Desk at 1-877-231-7809 or OHHelpDesk@cambiumassessment.com.

▪ Appendix H: Non-Disclosure Agreement
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ASSESSMENT ACCESSIBILITY: MANIPULATIVES

Students with IEP/504s 

are allowed to use 

manipulatives on Ohio’s 

State Tests. 
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EXCEPTIONAL
REQUESTS

Contact the Office of 

Assessment at:

statetests@education.ohio.gov

(614) 466-1317

mailto:statetests@education.ohio.gov


ALTERNATE VS. ALTERNATIVE
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ALTERNATE ASSESSMENT
• Ohio’s Alternate Assessment for Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities 

(AASCD) is the federally required statewide assessment for students with the most significant 

cognitive disabilities who are unable to participate in the state’s general assessment even with 

allowable accommodations.

• Aligned to Ohio’s Learning Standards–Extended (OLS-E)

• Must use the Alternate Assessment Participation Decision-Making Tool to determine eligibility

30

https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Special-Education/Ohios-Learning-Standards-Extended
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Testing/Ohios-Alternate-Assessment-for-Students-with-Sign/AASCDDecisionmakingTool_Final_Accessible-pdf-aspx.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US


ALTERNATE ASSESSMENT, CONT.
Where can I learn more about AASCD?

• Alternate assessment website

• Ohio Alternate Assessment Portal

• Students and Families website

• The families of students with disabilities website also offers resources for family members 
navigating the educational process for students with disabilities. Families are also 
encouraged to speak with their child’s teacher(s) to learn more.

▪AASCD Test Certification Course

▪AASCD Practice Test
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AAParticipation@education.ohio.gov

https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Testing/Ohios-Alternate-Assessment-for-Students-with-Sign
https://oh-alt.portal.cambiumast.com/index.html
https://oh-alt.portal.cambiumast.com/families.html
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Special-Education/Families-of-Students-with-Disabilities
https://oh-alt.portal.cambiumast.com/teachers.html
https://oh-alt.portal.cambiumast.com/families.html
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ASSESSMENT ACCESSIBILITY: EMBOSSED TACTILE GRAPHICS 

Website link

https://oh-alt.portal.cambiumast.com/resourceshttps:/oh-alt.portal.cambiumast.com/resourceshttps:/oh-alt.portal.cambiumast.com/resourceshttps:/oh-alt.portal.cambiumast.com/resourceshttps:/oh-alt.portal.cambiumast.com/resourceshttps:/oh-alt.portal.cambiumast.com/resources


ASSESSMENT 
AUTHORING SYSTEM

• The AAS is an online tool to assemble and administer assessments 

using released test questions that were written and field-tested for 

Ohio’s State Tests

• Educators will be able to review the entire set of released items, 

select the ones that meet their needs, administer to their students 

when they feel appropriate, and see their students’ achievement 

when completed

• Contact Tony.Tracy@education.ohio.gov or 

Scott.Bryant@education.ohio.gov

https://oh-ost.portal.cambiumast.com/teachers.html
mailto:Tony.Tracy@education.ohio.gov
mailto:Scott.Bryant@education.ohio.gov
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FEDERAL 1.0 PERCENT CAP REGULATION

•ESEA section 1111(b)(2)(D) and 34 CFR 200.6(c) and (d) contain requirements for the 

participation of students with the most significant cognitive disabilities in the AA-AAAS. 

ESEA section 1111(b)(2)(D)(i)(I) limits the total number of students with the most 

significant cognitive disabilities who are assessed Statewide with an AA-AAAS to 1.0 

percent of the total number of students in the State who are assessed in that subject. As 

described in 34 CFR 200.6(c)(3), a State may not prohibit an LEA from assessing 

more than 1.0 percent of its assessed students with an AA-AAAS. However, a State 

must require an LEA that assesses more than 1.0 percent of its assessed students in any 

subject with an AA-AAAS to submit information to the State justifying the need to 

exceed the 1.0 percent threshold.

https://www2.ed.gov/documents/essa-act-of-1965.pdf
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/idea-files/policy-memo-requirements-for-the-cap-on-the-percentage-of-students-who-may-be-assessed-with-an-alternate-assessment-aligned-with-alternate-academic-achievement-standards/
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DISTRICT JUSTIFICATION AND ASSURANCES

Starting January 2024, justification links will no longer be emailed 

to Superintendents. Instead, the entire process will be conducted 

through the CCIP dashboard.

• The form will be available in the CCIP dashboard beginning calendar 

year, January 2024. The due date for the form is April 26, 2024. 

• No special link will be sent to superintendents.
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DISTRICT JUSTIFICATION AND ASSURANCES CONT.

Important things to consider:

• Ensure the district personnel who has previously completed the alternate assessment district 

justification has access to the CCIP dashboard.

• Update the appropriate district personnel’s role in Ohio Education Directory System (OEDS) to 

include the role, “Data Entry Funding - CCIP.”  

• If a role needs updated in OEDS you can do that yourself here. However, if you need further 

assistance or want to verify contact information, please email 

OEDS.ContactUs@education.ohio.gov.

• Direct questions about the alternate assessment district justification form and 1.0 percent 

threshold to AAParticipation@education.ohio.gov. 

https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Data/Ohio-Educational-Directory-System-OEDS
mailto:OEDS.ContactUs@education.ohio.gov
mailto:AAParticipation@education.ohio.gov
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2022-2023
DISTRICT ALTERNATE 
ASSESSMENT 
PARTICIPATION DATA

NOW AVAILABLE

WEBSITE LINK

https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Testing/Ohios-Alternate-Assessment-for-Students-with-Sign
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2023-2024 SPECIAL EDUCATION PROFILES

• Tier 3 LEAs selected for AASCD monitoring will be notified in December 2023

• Required:

➢Self-Review Summary Report

➢Improvement Plan

✓Signature of participation from SST

➢Systemic Improvement/Evidence



ACCESS TO THE GENERAL EDUCATION CURRICULUM FOR ALL LEARNERS

https://literacyaccessforall.org/
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LIST OF 
MODULES
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ASSESSMENT STAKEHOLDER COMMITTEES

Seeking educators to help develop Ohio’s State Tests

• Content Advisory Committee 

• Fairness and Sensitivity Committee

• Rubric Validation and Range-finding Committees

https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Testing/Assessment-Committees
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Testing/Assessment-Committees
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ACCESSIBILITY CONTACTS

David 
Brauer

(614) 387-7586

Katelynn 
Crow

(614) 995-4144

Ma’Taya 
Hammond

(614) 644-7304

(No apostrophe in email 
address)

firstname.lastname@education.ohio.gov 
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STAY CONNECTED WITH THE AASCD TEAM!

Wendy Stoica, M.S. 

Wendy.Stoica@education.ohio.gov
Office of Assessment

614-466-1317

Katie Crow, M.Ed. 

Katelynn.Crow@education.ohio.gov
Office of Assessment

614-752-1597

Ma'Taya Hammond, M.Ed

MaTaya.Hammond@education.ohio.gov
Office for Exceptional Children

614-466-2650

mailto:Wendy.Stoica@education.ohio.gov
mailto:Katelynn.Crow@education.ohio.gov
mailto:Wendy.Stoica@education.ohio.gov


EDUCATION.OHIO.GOV

Department of Education & Workforce
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