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OHIO REVISED CODE
HOW A BILL BECOMES A LAW

• A bill starts in either house of the Ohio 

General Assembly

• Must pass by a majority vote in both houses

• The Governor can either sign the bill, issue a 

veto, or let the bill pass into law by taking no 

action for 10 days

• The General Assembly can override a 

Governor’s veto

• Governor can issue a line item veto for any 

item making an appropriation in a bill
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Required Transportation O.R.C. 3327.01

Payment in Lieu of Transportation O.R.C. 3327.02 

Authorized Modes of Transportation O.R.C. 4511.76 & 

O.A.C. 3301-83-19

Transportation Enforcement Management O.R.C. 3327.021

SIGNIFICANT OHIO REVISED CODES



SCHOOL DISTRICT TRANSPORTATION MINIMUM 
REQUIREMENTS O.R.C. 3327.01

• Grades K-8

• Reside more than two miles from assigned 

building

• Community and chartered nonpublic school 

students not more than a 30-minute direct 

drive time

• Special provisions for students who are 

disabled or have IEPs with transportation as 

related service

• Career-technical student transportation
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PAYMENT IN LIEU OF TRANSPORTATION O.R.C. 3327.02

• District board of education resolution identifying student as 
impractical to transport

• Must consider six statutory factors in making determination plus 
comply with other ORC 3327.02 requirements
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PAYMENT IN LIEU OF TRANSPORTATION O.R.C. 3327.02: 
MEDIATION

• Parent/guardian may reject 

PILO and request mediation

• Mediation is conducted by 

DEW Area Coordinators

• If mediation does not resolve, 

parent/guardian may request 

an administrative hearing

7



PAYMENT IN LIEU OF TRANSPORTATION O.R.C. 3327.02: 
FINAL APPROVAL

• DEW Director issues final order disapproving or approving district 
board PILO resolution

• Failure to comply with ORC 3327.02 requirements may result in 
disapproval of district's PILO resolution

• Order may be appealed to Franklin Co. Court of Common Pleas
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AUTHORIZED MODES OF TRANSPORTATION 

O.R.C. 4511.76 & O.A.C. 3301-83-19

• Yellow school bus

• Taxicabs

• Mass transit (with special provisions 
for community school/chartered 
nonpublic school use)

• Commercial carriers

• 12-passenger (not including driver) or 
less vehicles bearing “School 
Transportation” rooftop signage and 
name of district/school or contractor 
on side of vehicle

• Multifunction school activity buses 
(non-routine transportation only)
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TRANSPORTATION ENFORCEMENT MANAGEMENT 
O.R.C. 3327.021

• DEW is required to investigate concerns 
that Ohio school districts are not 
providing timely school bus services:

✓Bus is more than 30 minutes late

✓Bus does not arrive

✓District has violated a RC Chapter 3327 
pupil transportation law

• DEW has 45 days to determine if district is 
“out of compliance”
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TRANSPORTATION ENFORCEMENT MANAGEMENT: 
OUT OF COMPLIANCE

“Out of compliance” is 10 days in a school year or five consecutive 

days of violations
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Out of Compliance 
Determination

Result

1st determination Corrective action plan required

2nd,  3rd,  4th determination 25% transportation funding deduction for each 
day of violation

5th determination 100% transportation funding deduction for each 
day of violation and until district is no longer out 
of compliance



O.R.C. 4511
TRAFFIC LAWS - OPERATION OF MOTOR VEHICLES

• Section 4511.75   | Stopping for stopped school bus.

• Section 4511.76   | Administrative rules for school bus construction, design, equipment, 

operation and licensing.

• Section 4511.761 | School bus inspections.

• Section 4511.763 | Licensing by department of public safety.

• Section 4511.764 | School buses must be registered and have identifying number.

• Section 4511.77    | School bus - painting and marking.

• Section 4511.771 | Signal lamps to be equipped with flashing red and amber lights.

• Section 4511.78    | Mass transit system - transportation of school children.
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OHIO ADMINISTRATIVE CODE
WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE?

• A rule is promulgated by state agencies, 

rather than the legislature

• Must have legal authority to issue the rule

• Must follow the procedures outlined in 

the Ohio administrative Procedures Act

• All rules are reviewed by the Ohio Joint 

Commission on Agency Rule Review
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O.R.C. 4511.76: ADMINISTRATIVE RULES FOR SCHOOL BUS 
CONSTRUCTION, DESIGN, EQUIPMENT, OPERATION AND 
LICENSING.

(A) The department of public safety, by and with the advice of the department of 

education and workforce, shall adopt and enforce rules relating to the construction, 

design, and equipment, including lighting equipment required by section 4511.771 of 

the Revised Code, of all school buses both publicly and privately owned and operated 

in this state.

(B) The department of education and workforce, by and with the advice of the director of 

public safety, shall adopt and enforce rules relating to the operation of all vehicles 

used for pupil transportation.
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https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-4511.771


OHIO ADMINISTRATIVE CODE CHAPTER 3301-83 
PUPIL TRANSPORTATION RULES

• The Department is currently working to update several of the Pupil 

Transportation Rules.

• The Department  is in the process of completing a “rule review” as 

outlined in O.R.C. Chapter 119, including stakeholder feedback and 

public hearings. 

• The Department will complete the process by final-filing these rules 

with JCARR (the Statehouse Joint Committee on Agency Rule 

Review).
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OAC 3301-83-01
CALCULATION OF PUPIL TRANSPORTATION 
OPERATIONS PAYMENTS
• Defines the funding formulas for different transportation types 

(Type I, II, III, V, VI) with payments tied to Section 3317.0212 of the 

Ohio Revised Code. 

• Specifies how districts are reimbursed for special education 

transportation, including students whose IEPs list transportation as 

a related service. 

• Requires districts to report eligible student transportation data 

through T-1 and T-2 reports to receive payment.
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OAC 3301-83-04
SCOPE AND DEFINITIONS

• Establishes the scope of the rules in this chapter as core safety and 

operational requirements that all Ohio pupil transportation 

programs must follow.

• Applies to all school-related transportation services except 

independently provided parental transportation.

• Defines essential terms used throughout the transportation rules.
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OAC 3301-83-05
ADMINISTRATION

• School bus owners may designate a transportation director to be 

responsible for the management of personnel, safety, training, 

operations, and maintenance. 

• School bus owners will implement policies for driver development, 

driver review, including annual evaluations, and wellness support.

• The Department of Education and Workforce conducts official 

transportation eligibility timings for nonpublic and community 

school students and issues final determinations.
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OAC 3301-83-06
PERSONNEL QUALIFICATIONS

• Establishes necessary qualifications for transportation personnel—

including transportation directors, bus and motor van drivers, 

maintenance personnel, bus aides, and on-the-bus instructors.

• Eligibility rules for school bus and motor-van drivers include 

licensing, physical qualifications, drug/alcohol testing, disqualifying 

offenses, and ongoing record checks.

• Requires initial and continuing training to ensure safe student 

transportation, including preservice/in-service training and periodic 

skills evaluations.
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OAC 3301-83-07
SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION DRIVER PHYSICAL QUALIFICATIONS

• Requires school bus and motor-van drivers to meet specific physical 

qualifications certified by an approved medical examiner.

• Mandates annual medical examinations, with timing requirements 

and a valid T-8 form on file before operating a vehicle with 

passengers.

• Provides a waiver process for insulin dependent drivers and drivers 

with missing or impaired limbs 
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OAC 3301-83-08
PUPIL TRANSPORTATION MANAGEMENT POLICIES

• Requires districts to set clear transportation policies that ensure 

student safety and define expected behavior.

• Establishes rules for pupil conduct at bus stops and on buses, 

including prohibited actions and safety procedures.

• Outlines basic procedures for handling misconduct, including steps 

for suspension or removal from transportation.
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OAC 3301-83-09
PUPIL AND PARENT OR GUARDIAN BUS SAFETY ORIENTATION; 
PUPIL INSTRUCTION
• Requires districts to offer beginning-of-year bus safety orientation 

for students and families, including meeting the driver and learning 

basic safety practices.

• Mandates safety instruction for K–3 students within the first two 

weeks of school, covering walking safety, boarding/exiting, safe 

riding, and street crossing.

• Requires ongoing safety instruction for grades 4–12 and for 

non-routine trips.
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OAC 3301-83-10
PERSONNEL TRAINING PROGRAM

• Requires all school bus and motor-van drivers to complete 

state-approved preservice training, on-the-bus instruction, and 

annual in-service training before and during employment.

• Mandates specialized training for transporting preschool and 

special-needs students, plus annual training for transportation 

supervisors, mechanics, and on-the-bus instructors.

• Establishes renewal requirements for driver training certificates 

every six years, including classroom instruction, driving-skills 

evaluation, and documented compliance with all qualifications.
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OAC 3301-83-11
SCHOOL BUS AND MOTOR VAN INSPECTIONS

• Requires all school buses to undergo Ohio State Highway Patrol 

safety inspections, with owners responsible for preparing and 

presenting each vehicle.

• Mandates qualified-mechanic inspections and daily pre-trip checks 

by drivers covering stationary, operational, and safety-equipment 

items.

• Requires post-trip checks to ensure all students have exited the 

vehicle and that the bus or van is left clean and free of belongings.
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OAC 3301-83-12
SAFETY PROCEDURES

• Defines required procedures for making bus stops, using lights and 

stop arm, managing student movement to a place of safety, and 

safely loading/unloading at school facilities.

• Establishes mandatory full stops, noise suppression, passenger 

silence, and strict visual checks at railroad grade crossings, along 

with required safety steps for turn-around locations.

• Outlines overall operational safety rules for drivers, including 

proper equipment use, adherence to traffic laws, and consistent 

application of all required safety protocols.
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OAC 3301-83-13
SCHOOL BUS ROUTES AND STOPS

• Requires districts to approve and place bus stops in safe locations 

each year, considering traffic, visibility, hazards, and walking 

distance.

• Requires drivers to follow assigned routes, stops, schedules, and 

places of safety, with each bus carrying a complete route sheet.

• Requires annual safety reviews of routes, stops, and school loading 

areas to identify risks and improve safety.
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OAC 3301-83-14
RECORDS AND REPORTS

• Requires transportation providers to maintain maintenance and 

repair, fuel, mileage, pupil-assignment, and personnel records, 

along with all required driver training and qualification documents.

• Requires reporting of accident data and timely notification to the 

Ohio State Highway Patrol and the Department for qualifying 

incidents.

• Requires submitting all transportation reports as instructed by the 

Department and the Ohio State Highway Patrol.
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OAC 3301-83-15
EMERGENCY AND EVACUATION PROCEDURES

• Requires districts to establish emergency procedures and train 

drivers to handle medical issues, accidents, breakdowns, and 

severe weather.

• Requires coordinated emergency planning with transportation staff 

and school personnel for communication, scene safety, and parent 

notification.

• Requires three annual bus-evacuation drills for all riders, covering 

different exit types.
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OAC 3301-83-16
NON-ROUTINE USE OF SCHOOL BUSES AND MOTOR VANS

• Allows non-routine trips when they don’t interfere with regular 

routes and requires a trip permit plus safety instructions for 

passengers.

• Sets rules for drivers, permits, chaperones, and trip limits, including 

allowing out-of-state travel up to 1,000 miles.

• Requires a pre-trip inspection and prioritizes buses used for daily 

student transportation
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OAC 3301-83-17
AUTHORIZED AND UNAUTHORIZED PASSENGERS

• Defines who may ride a school bus, including eligible students, 

preschoolers, volunteer bus rider assistants, and assigned staff.

• Prohibits unauthorized riders such as non-program adults, 

unassigned employees on routine routes, and driver family 

members not in approved programs.

• Ties passenger eligibility to enrollment in approved programs and 

compliance with district transportation policies.

• Exception for transporting passengers in emergency situations in 

accordance with school or board policy
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OAC 3301-83-18
PASSENGER CAPACITY

• Requires all passengers to be seated within the bus manufacturer’s 

rated capacity, with seating adjusted to each rider’s physical size.

• Prohibits standing passengers while the bus is moving, except for 

bus aides or training staff performing official duties.

• Requires motor-van passengers to be seated using seat belts or 

restraints that meet all state and federal standards.
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OAC 3301-83-20
GENERAL RULES

• Prohibits alcohol, nicotine products, weapons, dangerous 

materials, and non-service animals on school vehicles; 

• Requires clean vehicles, secured equipment, driver seat-belt use, 

hazard reporting, safe fueling practices, and limited idling.

• Requires safe transport and proper securing of items (e.g., 

instruments, equipment) on buses and motor vans while keeping 

aisles and exits clear and maintaining driver visibility.

• Limits bus drivers to no more than 10 hours of driving in any 

24-hour period.
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OAC 3301-83-22
VEHICLE MAINTENANCE

• Requires a preventive maintenance program with regular 

inspections by qualified mechanics.

• Requires all school buses to pass Ohio Department of Public Safety 

inspection and display a current sticker.

• Prohibits operating any bus with students unless it has passed 

inspection.
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OAC 3301-83-24
SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION FEES

• Prohibits charging students for routine transportation to and from 

school; allows chartered nonpublic schools to charge only as 

permitted by law.

• Prohibits fees for school-day field trips.

• Allows districts to recover actual operational costs for non-routine 

transportation outside the school day and specifies which cost 

categories may be used.
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