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THE OHIO BUDGET BILL (H.B. 96) ALLOWS THE USE OF 
MULTIFUNCTION SCHOOL ACTIVITY BUSES (MFSABs) EFFECTIVE 

SEPTEMBER 30, 2025

3

➢Navigating the new Ohio law

➢MFSABs are not treated like “school 
buses” for operational purposes

➢MFSABs are treated like “school buses”  
for purposes of State of Ohio driver 
qualification requirements

➢CDL Drivers who never operate larger size 
“CMV” MFSABs should not be included in 
DOT drug/alcohol test pools



SCHOOL BUS CLASSIFICATION  VS. MFSAB
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Not every vehicle that looks like a bus is a school bus. Check the vehicle certification label, which should 
be located inside the bus, above the front window or door. The type should state “school bus” (not simply 
“bus” or “MPV”—Multi-Purpose Vehicle). 

 To be classified as a school bus, a vehicle must meet the many federal safety regulations that apply to 
these vehicles. 

 A multi-function school activity bus (MFSAB) is a school bus that meets all federal requirements for a 
school bus, except it lacks traffic control devices, like alternating flashing lights and stop arms. 
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 MFSABs may not be used for street pick-up/drop-off of 
students because they lack traffic control devices. 

 It is sometimes hard to distinguish a MFSAB from a non-school 
bus. 

 Check the vehicle certification label to be sure it states Multi-
Function School Activity Bus or MFSAB as the type. 

 For more information, see School Bus Regulations FAQs | 
NHTSA; Federal Register :: Federal Motor Vehicle Safety 
Standards; Definition of Multifunction School Activity Bus

https://www.nhtsa.gov/school-bus-regulations-faqs
https://www.nhtsa.gov/school-bus-regulations-faqs
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MFSAB OPERATION RESTRICTED TO NON-ROUTINE 

TRANSPORTATION ORC 4511.76 (H)
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(1) A school district, a chartered nonpublic school, or a community school may own
and operate, or contract with a vendor that supplies, a multifunction school activity bus 
to transport students between school and school functions or activities.

(2) A multifunction school activity bus shall not be used to transport students between
school and home or between school and designated school bus stops.

https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-4511.76


NON-ROUTINE TRANSPORTATION RULE 3301-83-16
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➢MFSABs may only be used for non-routine trips (e.g., field trips, extracurricular or 
sports events) rather than routine home-to-school transportation

➢Drivers should be familiar with the requirements for these trips (e.g., Permits, 
Chaperones, Out-of State Trip Mileage Limitations, Pre-Trip Inspection, Transportation 
Coordination)

https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-16
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-16
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-16
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-16
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-16


QUALIFIED MECHANIC INSPECTIONS ORC 4511.76 (G)
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 A school district or the governing authority of a chartered nonpublic school 
or community school that uses an alternative vehicle in accordance with 
division (E) or (F) of this section, shall ensure that all of the following apply 
to the operation of that vehicle:

(1) A qualified mechanic inspects the vehicle not fewer than two times 
each year and determines that it is safe for pupil transportation;

https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-4511.76
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-4511.76


OHIO STATE HIGHWAY PATROL ANNUAL INSPECTIONS ORC 4513.52
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➢ MFSABs owned by a public entity (school district or community school) 
are not subject to OSHP annual inspections.

➢ MFSABs owned by private contractors or non-public schools are subject 
to OSHP annual inspections. However, this inspection is not considered to 
be a “school bus” quarterly inspection per Rule 3301-83-22 and does not give 
MFASBs authority to operate as a school bus. 

➢ This type of inspection provides the owner with ability to obtain a 
registration to operate the vehicle legally on Ohio roadways and 
transport passengers. 

https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-4513.52
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-22
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-22
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-22
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-22
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-22


EXAMPLES
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Example 1:  A school district owns a MFSAB that it uses for sporting events.  The 
vehicle is not subject to annual OSHP inspections.

Example 2:  A private school owns a MFSAB that is uses for sporting events.  The 
vehicle is subject to annual OSHP inspections. 

Example 3:  A private company owns a MFSAB and contracts with a public district to 
provide transportation for student field trips.  The vehicle is subject to annual OSHP 
inspections.

➢ For more see  Commercial Bus Inspections | Ohio State Highway Patrol

https://statepatrol.ohio.gov/services/vehicle-inspections/commercial-bus


PRIVATE PUPIL TRANSPORTATION LICENSE  ORC 4511.763
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MFSABs do not meet the definition of “school bus” and no PPTL is 
required. 

Example 1:  A public school contracts with a private company for MFSAB 
transportation for student field trips.  The company does not need a PPTL 
because the MFSAB is not a “school bus”. 

Example 2:  A private school owns a MFSAB used for student field trips. The 
school does not need a PPTL because the MFSAB is not a “school bus”.

https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-4511.763


FEDERAL REGULATIONS
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➢ A school bus is a passenger motor vehicle which is designed or used to carry more than 10 passengers in addition to 
the driver, and which the Secretary of Transportation determines is likely to be significantly used for the purpose of 
transporting pre-primary, primary, or secondary school students from home to school or school to home.

➢ School bus operation is the use of a school bus to transport only school children and/or school personnel from 
home to school and from school to home.

➢ A MFSAB does not fall within the definition of “school bus operation” because it is not used to transport students 
between home and school 

➢ The NHTSA Rule states: “State law would determine the type of license (bus v. school bus) a driver would need to 
drive the MFSAB.”

➢ Federal Register :: Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards; Definition of Multifunction School Activity Bus

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2003/07/31/03-19457/federal-motor-vehicle-safety-standards-definition-of-multifunction-school-activity-bus
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2003/07/31/03-19457/federal-motor-vehicle-safety-standards-definition-of-multifunction-school-activity-bus


USDOT REGISTRATION INFORMATION FOR CONTRACTORS
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➢ Companies that operate commercial vehicles transporting students in interstate commerce generally must be 
registered with the FMCSA and must have a USDOT Number.

➢ Smaller capacity MFSABs (15 passengers or less) that contract with school districts/schools for non-routine 
transportation generally do not require DOT registration. However, motor carriers are subject to regulatory 
oversight when their vehicles are used on a highway in interstate commerce to transport passengers if the vehicle 
is designed or used to transport 9 to 15 passengers (including the driver) for compensation. 

Resources:

Do I Need a USDOT Number? | FMCSA 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fmcsa.dot.gov%2Fregistration%2Fdo-i-need-usdot-number&data=05%7C02%7CHolly.Fischer%40education.ohio.gov%7C85655fcdbd89479b64c408ddf6e702ad%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C638938194289797568%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eHM7wgDEcxnzzthQJ8WeXV1RRMIHxKN%2BwFmS7x2hFdk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fmcsa.dot.gov%2Fregistration%2Fdo-i-need-usdot-number&data=05%7C02%7CHolly.Fischer%40education.ohio.gov%7C85655fcdbd89479b64c408ddf6e702ad%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C638938194289797568%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eHM7wgDEcxnzzthQJ8WeXV1RRMIHxKN%2BwFmS7x2hFdk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fmcsa.dot.gov%2Fregistration%2Fdo-i-need-usdot-number&data=05%7C02%7CHolly.Fischer%40education.ohio.gov%7C85655fcdbd89479b64c408ddf6e702ad%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C638938194289797568%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eHM7wgDEcxnzzthQJ8WeXV1RRMIHxKN%2BwFmS7x2hFdk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fmcsa.dot.gov%2Fregistration%2Fdo-i-need-usdot-number&data=05%7C02%7CHolly.Fischer%40education.ohio.gov%7C85655fcdbd89479b64c408ddf6e702ad%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C638938194289797568%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eHM7wgDEcxnzzthQJ8WeXV1RRMIHxKN%2BwFmS7x2hFdk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fmcsa.dot.gov%2Fregistration%2Fdo-i-need-usdot-number&data=05%7C02%7CHolly.Fischer%40education.ohio.gov%7C85655fcdbd89479b64c408ddf6e702ad%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C638938194289797568%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eHM7wgDEcxnzzthQJ8WeXV1RRMIHxKN%2BwFmS7x2hFdk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fmcsa.dot.gov%2Fregistration%2Fdo-i-need-usdot-number&data=05%7C02%7CHolly.Fischer%40education.ohio.gov%7C85655fcdbd89479b64c408ddf6e702ad%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C638938194289797568%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eHM7wgDEcxnzzthQJ8WeXV1RRMIHxKN%2BwFmS7x2hFdk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fmcsa.dot.gov%2Fregistration%2Fdo-i-need-usdot-number&data=05%7C02%7CHolly.Fischer%40education.ohio.gov%7C85655fcdbd89479b64c408ddf6e702ad%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C638938194289797568%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eHM7wgDEcxnzzthQJ8WeXV1RRMIHxKN%2BwFmS7x2hFdk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fmcsa.dot.gov%2Fregistration%2Fdo-i-need-usdot-number&data=05%7C02%7CHolly.Fischer%40education.ohio.gov%7C85655fcdbd89479b64c408ddf6e702ad%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C638938194289797568%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eHM7wgDEcxnzzthQJ8WeXV1RRMIHxKN%2BwFmS7x2hFdk%3D&reserved=0


FEDERAL INSURANCE INFORMATION FOR CONTRACTORS
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Financial Responsibility
➢ Generally:  The required level of financial responsibility (insurance or other acceptable security) for for-hire, 

interstate passenger transportation is determined by the highest seating capacity of the MFSAB. Vehicles with a 
seating capacity of 15 or fewer passengers (including the driver) require $1.5 million of coverage, and $5 million is 
required for vehicles with a seating capacity of 16 or more passengers (including the driver).

➢ However:   Contractors providing transportation of preprimary, primary, and secondary students in interstate 
commerce for extracurricular trips organized, sponsored, and paid for by the school district are not required to 
comply with the Federal financial responsibility regulations.

Resources: 

Education-Related Transportation | FMCSA

https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/regulations/education-related-transportation
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/regulations/education-related-transportation
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/regulations/education-related-transportation
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/regulations/education-related-transportation
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/regulations/education-related-transportation
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/regulations/education-related-transportation


OHIO MFSAB  DRIVER REQUIREMENTS
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ORC 3327.10 (M) (effective 9/30/25) states that for purposes of this statute, “school bus” 
includes multifunction school activity buses.  Accordingly, the requirements in ORC 
3327.10 for drivers of “school buses” apply to drivers of MFSABs:

“Except as provided in division (L) of this section, no person shall be employed as driver of a school bus or motor van, 
owned and operated by any school district or educational service center or privately owned and operated under 
contract with any school district or service center in this state, who has not received a certificate from either the 
educational service center governing board that has entered into an agreement with the school district under 
section 3313.843 or 3313.845 of the Revised Code or the superintendent of the school district, certifying that such 
person is at least eighteen years of age and is qualified physically and otherwise for such position. The service 
center governing board or the superintendent, as the case may be, shall provide for an annual physical examination 
that conforms with rules adopted by the department of education and workforce of each driver to ascertain the 
driver's physical fitness for such employment.”

https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3327.10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3327.10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3327.10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3327.10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3327.10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3327.10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3327.10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3327.10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3327.10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3327.10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3327.10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3327.10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3313.843
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3313.843
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3313.843
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3313.845
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3313.845
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3313.845


MFSAB  - DRIVER REQUIREMENTS
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ORC 3327.10 Overview of Requirements:

• Certificate issued by employer (district or contractor) that the driver meets minimum age,  physical requirements, 
and is otherwise qualified to operate a school bus

• Qualifications for school bus drivers – see Rule 3301-83-06; Rule 3301-83-10 
• Driver meets bond requirements (unless employed by school district)
• Driver must provide notice of traffic violations to employer
• Employer must conduct BMV record check and criminal records check of driver
• Driver must be enrolled in Rapback
• Driver cannot have disqualifying criminal or traffic offenses
• Employer has entered driver information in Department of Education & Workforce’s online transportation database 

(SFPS)

https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-06
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-06
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-06
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-06
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-06
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-06
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-10


MFSAB  - DRIVER REQUIREMENTS
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Qualifications for Drivers of School Buses (Rule 3301-83-06; Rule 3301-83-10)

Rule 3301-83-06 (B) The qualifications for a school bus or motor van driver are: 

(1) Having an understanding of the role of pupil transportation in the educational program and meeting all the 
qualifications established by federal rule, state laws and this chapter of the Administrative Code.

(2) Meeting applicable age qualifications under 49 C.F.R. 391.11 and section 3327.10 of the Revised Code, and having a 
minimum of two years driving experience.

(3) Being physically qualified pursuant to rule 3301-83-07 of the Administrative Code.

(4) Completion of initial and semi-annual driver record checks according to division (F) of section 3327.10 of the 
Revised Code through the department of education and workforce with records to be maintained by the employer 
and/or school district for a minimum of six years. School bus or motor van drivers with any of the following are 
disqualified from operating a school bus or motor van: *** [see OAC 3301-83-23 for disqualifying offenses] 

https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-06
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-06
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-06
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-06
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-06
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-06
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3327.10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-07
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-07
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-07
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-07
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-07
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3327.10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-23
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-23
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-23
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-23
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-23


MFSAB  - DRIVER REQUIREMENTS
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Qualifications for Drivers of School Buses (Rule 3301-83-06; Rule 3301-83-10)

Rule 3301-83-06 (B) The qualifications for a school bus or motor van driver are: 

(5) All drivers are to hold a valid driver's license, and school bus drivers will hold a valid commercial driver's license, 
with school bus and passenger endorsements, in accordance with sections 4506.03 and 4506.12 of the Revised Code.

(6) Holding school bus or motor van driver certification by a city or exempted village superintendent, a community 
school superintendent, a county educational service center, county board of developmental disabilities, head start 
program administrator, non-public administrator, or contractor.

(7) Completion of pre-service and in-service training as specified in rule 3301-83-10 of the Administrative Code.

https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-06
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-06
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-06
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-06
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-06
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-06
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-4506.03
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-4506.12
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-10
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Qualifications for Drivers of School Buses (Rule 3301-83-06; Rule 3301-83-10)

Rule 3301-83-06 (B) The qualifications for a school bus or motor van driver are: 

(8) Physical capability of safely and appropriately lifting and managing preschool and special needs children when 
necessary.

(9) Ability to cope with stressful situations.

(10) Possessing or upgrading skills through formal and/or in-service training.

(11) A satisfactory criminal background report in accordance with divisions (J) and (K) of section 3327.10 of the Revised 
Code.  ***

https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-06
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-06
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-06
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-06
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-06
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-06
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3327.10
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Qualifications for Drivers of School Buses (Rule 3301-83-06; Rule 3301-83-10)

Rule 3301-83-06 (B) The qualifications for a school bus or motor van driver are: 

(12) A negative pre-employment drug test.

(13) Participation in drug and alcohol testing as mandated by the federal motor carrier safety administration (FMCSA) 
pursuant to 49 C.F.R. 382.* Individuals who refuse to participate in testing are disqualified from operating a school 
bus. Employers will implement drug and alcohol testing for motor van drivers and impose standards for motor van 
driver disqualification.

https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-06
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-06
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-06
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-06
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-06
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-06
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-10
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-83-10
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*The DOT and FMCSA drug and alcohol testing regulations apply to any person who operates a CMV, as 
defined in 49 CFR 382.107, in intrastate or interstate commerce and is subject to the CDL requirements of 9 
CFR Part 383. 

49 CFR 382.107:
Commercial motor vehicle (CMV) means a motor vehicle or combination of motor vehicles used in 
commerce to transport passengers or property if the vehicle

(1) Has a gross combination weight rating or gross combination weight of 11,794 kilograms or more 
(26,001 pounds or more), whichever is greater, inclusive of a towed unit(s) with a gross vehicle weight 
rating or gross vehicle weight of more than 4,536 kilograms (10,000 pounds), whichever is greater; or

(2) Has a gross vehicle weight rating or gross vehicle weight of 11,794 or more kilograms (26,001 or more 
pounds), whichever is greater; or

(3) Is designed to transport 16 or more passengers, including the driver; ***
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➢ Ohio will require a CDL for all MFSAB drivers as the drivers are treated as “school bus” drivers for state 
law purposes

➢ Employers who employ school bus drivers are generally subject to the Commercial Driver's License 
(CDL) / Commercial Driver's License Permit (CLP) licensing requirements in 49 CFR Part 383 and the drug 
and alcohol testing requirements in 49 CFR Part 382 are required to query or report information in 
the FMSCA Drug and Alcohol Clearinghouse.

➢ However:   Smaller capacity MFSABs (15 passengers or less) are not CMVs, the MFSAB drivers are not to 
be registered in the Clearinghouse and are not to be included in DOT test pools (except if the driver also 
operates CMVs, e.g., the driver also drives yellow school buses).

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-B/chapter-III/subchapter-B/part-383
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-B/chapter-III/subchapter-B/part-383
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-B/chapter-III/subchapter-B/part-383
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-B/chapter-III/subchapter-B/part-383
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-B/chapter-III/subchapter-B/part-382
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-B/chapter-III/subchapter-B/part-382
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-B/chapter-III/subchapter-B/part-382
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-B/chapter-III/subchapter-B/part-382
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➢ State law may require testing beyond that required by the DOT rules, but the employer may not 
represent such testing as a DOT test and must place non-DOT covered employee drug and alcohol 
testing in a pool that is completely separate from the DOT covered testing pool.

➢ Ohio employers of MFSAB drivers should perform testing according to Rule 3301-83-06 (B) (13) but treat 
those MFSAB drivers who never drive CMVs in the same manner as motor van drivers:   “Employers will 
implement drug and alcohol testing for motor van drivers and impose standards for motor van driver 
disqualification.”

➢ Ohio MFSAB drivers who do drive CMVs (yellow school buses, 16+ passenger MFSABs) are subject to 
federal drug and alcohol testing requirements



• Drug/Alcohol Testing
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Driver operates any 
school transportation 
vehicle  greater than 

26,001 lbs or 16+ 
passengers

No: Federal 
drug/alcohol 

testing 
requirements do 

not apply

Rule 3301-83-06 (B) (13)/treat 
MFSAB as motor van driver:    
“Employers will implement 
drug and alcohol testing for 

motor van drivers and impose 
standards for motor van driver 

disqualification.”

Yes:  Federal 
drug/alcohol 

testing 
requirements apply
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