OHIO’S REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS
FOR CORE CURRICULUM AND
INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS IN
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 2026-2027

PREKINDERGARTEN & KINDERGARTEN-GRADE 5



CLARIFICATION: THIS WEBINAR IS FOR APPLICANTS AND
CURRENT VENDORS

* What we will discuss: * What we will not discuss:
* The process and timeline for updating * Individual approved or previously denied
the approved list programs
* The components of the application * Math HQIM
* The stages of the review process * Supports for implementation of HQIM
* An overview of scoring and the * Questions about the RFA for Evidence
components of the review rubric Based Reading Intervention Programs

* Questions about the RFA for Core
Curriculum & Instructional Materials
for English Language Arts

If your question is not answered during today’s webinar, please email
o~ ELAMaterialsReview@education.ohio.gov.
G
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PROCESS TO UPDATE THE APPROVED
LIST FOR CORE CURRICULUM AND
INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS IN
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS



OVERVIEW

The Department is updating the approved list by the following grade
bands of high-quality core curriculum and instructional materials in
English language arts:

* Prekindergarten

* Grades K-2*
* Grade K-2 Core Comprehensive English Language Arts
* Grades K-2 Core No Foundational Skills
* Grades K-2 Core Foundational Skills

* Grades 3-5
* Grades 3-5 Core Comprehensive English Language Arts
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PROCESS TO ESTABLISH APPROVED LIST

Intent to Apply due Sep.1, 2026

Application due Sep. 30, 2026

Technical Review: Oct. 2026

Quality Review: Oct. 2026 - Jan. 2027

Publish Approved List: Late March 2027

Ghiv RFAp. 9



STEP 1: INTENT TO APPLY

* All entities must submit an Intent to Apply

* Submission ID for documents sent once Intent to Apply submitted

* Intent to Apply due Tuesday, September 1 by 4:00 p.m. Eastern

Ghis  RFAP. 9


https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=xPz4UNiUB0-E6zbtV8fIokEVpxF9twtMlyWDERppTaxUQ1JTSzI0NjdXRDIzNFRYMzFRUTRMMUZVTy4u

STEP 2: APPLICATION

* The Department will send application instructions to all vendors that
submit an Intent to Apply by the established deadline of September 1,
2026.

* Instructions will detail the steps for accessing and submitting required
application materials through the designated upload platform.

* Application materials are due Wednesday, September 30, by 4:00
p.m. Eastern

Ghis  RFAP. 9


https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=xPz4UNiUB0-E6zbtV8fIokEVpxF9twtMlyWDERppTaxUQ1JTSzI0NjdXRDIzNFRYMzFRUTRMMUZVTy4u

STEP 3: TECHNICAL REVIEW

* All applications will undergo an unscored technical review to ensure
adherence to application requirements

* Submitted applications must pass the technical review before
advancing to the quality review.

Ghi  RFA p. 10



STEP 4: QUALITY REVIEW

* Applications that pass the Technical Review move to Quality Review

* Evaluated using the one of the Department’s rubrics per review
pathway and the grade band of materials submitted.

Ghi  RFA p. 10



STEP 5: PUBLICATION OF APPROVED LIST

* Programs that meet requirements and criteria under the program
quality review will be included on the Department's approved list of
core curriculum and instructional materials in English language arts.

Ghi  RFA p. 10
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ESSENTIAL INFORMATION FOR
APPLICANTS AND ELIGIBLE ENTITIES



ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS

* Entities eligible to apply are defined as:

* Private for-profit companies including, but not limited to, publishers and research
organizations;

* Tax-exempt or non-profit organizations;

Institutions of higher education;

City, local, exempted village, and joint vocational school districts established under
R.C. Chapter 3311;

STEM schools established under R.C. Chapter 3326;
* Community schools established under R.C. Chapter 3314; and

* Operators of a community school.

Chiv RFAp. 11
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MATERIALS ELIGIBLE FOR REVIEW: PREKINDERGARTEN

Review Pathways

New Applications Prekindergarten programs that have not been reviewed and approved by the
Department for the purpose of the approved list and are therefore not
considered a revised edition.

Revised Editions Prekindergarten programs that are revised editions of currently approved
materials.

@"a RFA p. 11



MATERIALS INELIGIBLE FOR REVIEW: PREKINDERGARTEN

The following are ineligible for review under this

Drocess:

« Program editions of prekindergarten materials that have been reviewed and
denied in previous review cycles for the Department’s approved list of high-quality
instructional materials and core curriculum in English language arts are not
eligible for review.

« Supplementary instructional materials, including single-literacy component
instructional materials.

o Instructional materials that are designed solely for reading intervention are not
eligible for this review process.

S
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MATERIALS ELIGIBLE FOR REVIEW: KINDERGARTEN-
GRADE 5

Review Pathways

Comprehensive English K-2 and 3-5 programs that have not been reviewed and approved by the

Language Arts Review Department for the purpose of the approved list and are therefore not
considered a revised edition.

Revised Editions K-2 and 3-5 programs that are revised editions of currently approved materials.

Revised Standards Alignment  K-2 and 3-5 programs currently on the approved list will be reviewed for
alignment to the 2026 Ohio’s Learning Standards for English Language Arts K-5.

7]
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MATERIALS INELIGIBLE FOR REVIEW: KINDERGARTEN-
GRADE 5

The following are ineligible for review under this process:

Program editions that have been reviewed and denied in previous review cycles
for the Department’s approved list of high-quality instructional materials and
core curriculum in English language arts are not eligible for review.

Any materials that do not span a whole grade band.

Supplementary instructional materials, including single-
literacy component instructional materials.

Instructional materials that are designed solely for reading intervention.

Ghiv RFAp. 12
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MULTIPLE PROGRAMS, JOINT APPLICATIONS, AND
PROGRAMS WITH MULTIPLE PUBLISHERS

* Applicants are required to submit one intent to apply and one application for
each program for which approval is sought on the Department's list.

* Applications must clearly specify the set of materials that should be considered
for approval if program components are available for separate purchase.

* Materials that are packaged jointly but published separately by more than one
eligible entity should submit a joint application if approval is sought for the
package of materials.

7]
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TEXTBOOK PRICING AND ACCESSIBILITY COMPLIANCE

* Under ORC 3329.04, Ohio public school districts must adopt or
purchase printed or electronic textbooks from publishers approved by
the Department that have agreed to sell textbooks to school districts
and community schools in Ohio at a price no more than the lowest list
wholesale price available to school districts in any other state.
Publishers also must meet accessibility requirements outlined in law.

Ghir  RFAp. 13
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TIMELINE

Sept. 1, by 4p.m. Eastern Submit online Intent to Apply
Form

Intent to Apply Due

Submit electronically via
instructions provided by the
Department

S Sept. 30, by 4 p.m. Eastern
Applications Due P ya4p

Notification of Phase 1 Technical Late October 2026

Review Approval or Denial
Notification of Phase 2 Quality
Review Approval or Denial

January 2027

Appeals Period January - February 2027

Publication of Approved List Late March 2027

7]
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https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=xPz4UNiUB0-E6zbtV8fIokEVpxF9twtMlyWDERppTaxUQ1JTSzI0NjdXRDIzNFRYMzFRUTRMMUZVTy4u
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PREKINDERGARTEN




PHASE 1: APPLICATION AND TECHNICAL REVIEW-
PREKINDERGARTEN

In order to complete a Phase 1 review, all eligible entities must submit a completed
application that includes the following:

* Prekindergarten Review Application (Appendix A)

* Program information and applicant contact information.

* Attestation of understanding regarding Ohio’s policies on textbook pricing and accessibility
compliance.

* Attestation of understanding of submission requirements for Prekindergarten Core
Curriculum and Instructional Materials Program Review.

* Attestation that all substantive changes between approved materials and revised editions of
the same materials have been accurately identified and provided as a part of the application

(if applicable).

Ghir  RFAp. 19 21


https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/English-Language-Art/Resources-for-English-Language-Arts/High-Quality-Instructional-Materials-in-ELA/Revised-Edition-Review-Process/Appendix-A_Core.docx.aspx?lang=en-US

PHASE 1: APPLICATION AND TECHNICAL REVIEW-
PREKINDERGARTEN

In order to complete a Phase 1 review, all eligible entities must submit a completed
application thatincludes the following information:

* Prekindergarten Review Application (Appendix A) continued

* Attestation of understanding and alignment to the following Ohio policies, aligned with the
science of reading and strategies for effective literacy instruction.

* Ohio Revised Language and Literacy Early Learning and Development Standards (ORC
3301.53; Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) 3301-37-03(B))

* Science of Reading (ORC 3313.6028(A)(1))
* Ban on Use of Three-Cueing Approach (ORC 3313.6028(C))

Ghir  RFAp. 19 2


https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/English-Language-Art/Resources-for-English-Language-Arts/High-Quality-Instructional-Materials-in-ELA/Revised-Edition-Review-Process/Appendix-A_Core.docx.aspx?lang=en-US

PHASE 1: APPLICATION AND TECHNICAL REVIEW-
PREKINDERGARTEN

In order to complete a Phase 1 review, all eligible entities must submit a completed
application thatincludes the following information:

* Prekindergarten Program Summary (Appendix B)

Prekindergarten Materials Evidence Worksheet (Appendix C), identifying citations within materials
that demonstrate quality for each indicator.

* Required program materials, including scope and sequences, assessments, teacher materials, and
student materials.

Ghir  RFAp. 19 23


https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/English-Language-Art/Resources-for-English-Language-Arts/High-Quality-Instructional-Materials-in-ELA/Revised-Edition-Review-Process/Appendix-B_Core.docx.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/English-Language-Art/Resources-for-English-Language-Arts/High-Quality-Instructional-Materials-in-ELA/Revised-Edition-Review-Process/Appendix-C_Core.docx.aspx?lang=en-US

PHASE 1: APPLICATION AND TECHNICAL REVIEW-
PREKINDERGARTEN

The following item is required if the application is for a revised edition of a previously
approved prekindergarten material:

* Documentation of substantive changes (Appendix K)

Applicants may also submit the following optional item as part of their materials
review application:

* Information regarding professional development related to materials implementation
(Appendix [)

el
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https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/English-Language-Art/Resources-for-English-Language-Arts/High-Quality-Instructional-Materials-in-ELA/Revised-Edition-Review-Process/Appendix-K_Core.docx.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/English-Language-Art/Resources-for-English-Language-Arts/High-Quality-Instructional-Materials-in-ELA/Revised-Edition-Review-Process/Appendix-I_Core.docx.aspx?lang=en-US

PHASE 1: APPLICATION & TECHNICAL REVIEW-
PREKINDERGARTEN

* Naming conventions:

* SubmissionID_Application

* SubmissionIiD_ProgramSummary
 SubmissionIlD_EvidenceWorksheet

* SubmissionlD_ProgramMaterials

* SubmissionlD_ProfessionalLearning (optional)
* SubmissionIlD_Changes (as applicable)

* SubmissionID_PublicRecords (as applicable)

Ghir  RFAp. 15
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PHASE 1: APPLICATION & TECHNICAL REVIEW-
PREKINDERGARTEN

* Program Materials Access:

* Applicants must submit program materials in PDF format or by providing the Department with
access to the materials through the program’s digital platform (if applicable).

* Applicants electing to provide materials through a digital platform must indicate where reviewers

can access the materials and must provide the necessary login information and access credentials
on the application appendix

* Include username and password

* Access credentials must permit anonymous access for reviewers through June 30, 2027
* The Department reserves the right to require clarification at any time during the
application process/and or require correction of errors to assure a full and complete

understanding of an applicant’s submission and/or to determine a provider’s
compliance with the requirements of the RFA.

by ey
hio RFAp. 16, 14
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PHASE 2: QUALITY REVIEW - PREKINDERGARTEN-REVIEW
PATHWAYS

New Applications Review Pathway

« Programs that have not been reviewed and approved by the
Department are eligible for this pathway.

Revised Editions Review Pathway

 Revised editions of prekindergarten programs currently on the
approved list are eligible for this pathway.

7]
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PHASE 2: QUALITY REVIEW-PREKINDERGARTEN

* Programs will be evaluated using Ohio’s Prekindergarten Comprehensive Language
and Literacy Rubric.

* Indicators on the rubric will be reviewed and scored using the following scoring
characteristics:

* Criteria Not Met/0 Points- The evidence provided does not meet the criteria
indicated.

* Criteria Partially Met/1 Point- The evidence provided partially meets the criteria
indicated, but additional information, detail, or examples are needed to fully meet the
criteria.

* Criteria Fully Met/2 Points- The evidence provided fully meets or exceeds the criteria

indicated, demonstrating thorough implementation or alignment of the indicator to
expectations.

by
Ghie RFA p. 19-20
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https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/English-Language-Art/Resources-for-English-Language-Arts/High-Quality-Instructional-Materials-in-ELA/Revised-Edition-Review-Process/Prekindergarten-Comprehensive-Language-and-Literacy-Review-Rubric.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/English-Language-Art/Resources-for-English-Language-Arts/High-Quality-Instructional-Materials-in-ELA/Revised-Edition-Review-Process/Prekindergarten-Comprehensive-Language-and-Literacy-Review-Rubric.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US

PHASE 2: QUALITY REVIEW-PREKINDERGARTEN

* Program reviews will result in a rating of quality on the following scale:

e Meets Expectations: Programs rated within the identified range have
demonstrated sufficient alignment to quality indicators to be considered
for approval.

e Does Not Meet Expectations: Programs within the identified range have
not demonstrated sufficient alignment to quality indicators to be
considered for approval.

This RFAp. 20 26



PHASE 2: QUALITY REVIEW - PREKINDERGARTEN

* Ohio’s Prekindergarten Comprehensive Language and Literacy Review Rubric

Criterion 1:

Emergent Literacy Skills
Developmentin
Prekindergarten

Criterion 2:
Appropriateness of
Materials and Activities

Criterion 3:
Documentation of
Learner Progress

hiv  RFA p. 20

Language and communication
Phonological Awareness
Print Awareness

Emergent Writing

Material and Activity Presentation

Sequence of Materials and Activities

Assessment

Materials in language and literacy
support foundational reading
development and are aligned to the
Language and Literacy Domain of
Ohio’s Revised Early Learning and
Development Standards.

Materials and activities in language
and literacy are appropriate in
delivery and developmental
progression.

Materials include ongoing
assessments that link to learning
goals of activities and learning
outcomes for children.

30


https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/English-Language-Art/Resources-for-English-Language-Arts/High-Quality-Instructional-Materials-in-ELA/Revised-Edition-Review-Process/Prekindergarten-Comprehensive-Language-and-Literacy-Review-Rubric.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/English-Language-Art/Resources-for-English-Language-Arts/High-Quality-Instructional-Materials-in-ELA/Revised-Edition-Review-Process/Prekindergarten-Comprehensive-Language-and-Literacy-Review-Rubric.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US

KINDERGARTEN-GRADE 5



PHASE 1: APPLICATION AND TECHNICAL REVIEW-
KINDERGARTEN - GRADE 5

In order to complete a Phase 1 review, all eligible entities must submit a completed application that
includes the following;:

* Kindergarten-Grade 5 Review Application (Appendix D)

* Program information and applicant contact information

* Attestation of understanding regarding Ohio’s policies on textbook pricing and accessibility
compliance.

* Attestation of understanding of submission requirements for Core Curriculum and
Instructional Materials Program Review.

* Attestation that all substantive changes between approved materials and revised editions of
the same material have been accurately identified and provided as a part of the application

(if applicable).

‘252:‘10’ RFA p. 21 32


https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/English-Language-Art/Resources-for-English-Language-Arts/High-Quality-Instructional-Materials-in-ELA/Revised-Edition-Review-Process/Appendix-D_Core.docx.aspx?lang=en-US

PHASE 1: APPLICATION AND TECHNICAL REVIEW-
KINDERGARTEN - GRADE 5

In order to complete a Phase 1 review, all eligible entities must submit a completed application that
includes the following;:

* Attestation of understanding and alignment to Ohio’s policies for literacy instruction, aligned
with the science of reading and strategies for effective literacy instruction.

* English language arts standards for kindergarten-grade 5 (ORC 3301.079).
* Ohio’s Rule for Phonics (OAC 3301-33-01).

* Science of Reading (ORC 3313.6028(A)(1)).
* Banon Use of Three-Cueing Approach (ORC 3313.6028(C)).

Ghir  RFAp. 21
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https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/English-Language-Art/Resources-for-English-Language-Arts/Ohios-Rule-for-Phonics-OAC-3301-33-01#:%7E:text=Phonics%20shall%20be%20used%20as,of%20continued%20systematic%20phonics%20instruction.
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/English-Language-Art/Resources-for-English-Language-Arts/Ohios-Rule-for-Phonics-OAC-3301-33-01#:%7E:text=Phonics%20shall%20be%20used%20as,of%20continued%20systematic%20phonics%20instruction.

PHASE 1: APPLICATION AND TECHNICAL REVIEW-
KINDERGARTEN - GRADE 5

In order to complete a Phase 1 review, all eligible entities must submit a completed application that
includes the following;:

* Kindergarten-Grade 5 Program Summary (Appendix E; not required for Standards Alignment Review)

* Kindergarten-Grade 5 Materials Evidence Worksheet identifying citations within materials that
demonstrate quality for each indicator. Depending on review pathway and grade band(s)

submitted this may include:
* Comprehensive Review Evidence Worksheet
* Kindergarten- Grade 2 (Appendix G)
* Grade 3-5 (Appendix H)

* Revised Edition Review Evidence Worksheet (Appendix F) ) for Revised Editions Review or Revised
Standards Alignment Review

* Required program materials, including scope and sequences, assessments, teacher materials,
and student materials.

Ghir  RFAp. 21
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https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/English-Language-Art/Resources-for-English-Language-Arts/High-Quality-Instructional-Materials-in-ELA/Revised-Edition-Review-Process/Appendix-E_Core.docx.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/English-Language-Art/Resources-for-English-Language-Arts/High-Quality-Instructional-Materials-in-ELA/Revised-Edition-Review-Process/Appendix-G_Core.docx.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/English-Language-Art/Resources-for-English-Language-Arts/High-Quality-Instructional-Materials-in-ELA/Revised-Edition-Review-Process/Appendix-H_Core.docx.aspx?lang=en-US

PHASE 1: APPLICATION AND TECHNICAL REVIEW-
KINDERGARTEN - GRADE 5

The following documentation is required for the following review pathways:

* Revised Editions Review: For an application for a revised edition of a currently approved K-5
material, documentation of substantive changes (Appendix K) is required, in addition to the
Evidence Worksheet (Appendix F).

* Revised Standards Alignment Review: For an application for materials already on the approved
list, documentation of alignment to the 2026 Ohio’s Learning Standards for English Language
Arts K-5 (Appendix L) is required, in addition to the Evidence Worksheet (Appendix F).

Ghir  RFAp. 21
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https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/English-Language-Art/Resources-for-English-Language-Arts/High-Quality-Instructional-Materials-in-ELA/Revised-Edition-Review-Process/Appendix-K_Core.docx.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/English-Language-Art/Resources-for-English-Language-Arts/High-Quality-Instructional-Materials-in-ELA/Revised-Edition-Review-Process/Appendix-F_Core.docx.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/English-Language-Art/Resources-for-English-Language-Arts/High-Quality-Instructional-Materials-in-ELA/Revised-Edition-Review-Process/Appendix-L_Core.docx.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/English-Language-Art/Resources-for-English-Language-Arts/High-Quality-Instructional-Materials-in-ELA/Revised-Edition-Review-Process/Appendix-F_Core.docx.aspx?lang=en-US

PHASE 1: APPLICATION AND TECHNICAL REVIEW-
KINDERGARTEN - GRADE 5

Applicants may also submit the following optional items as part of their program review
application:

* Information regarding professional development related to program
implementation (Appendix )

* Information regarding handwriting instruction as part of the curriculum and
materials (Appendix J)

Ghir  RFAp. 21
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https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/English-Language-Art/Resources-for-English-Language-Arts/High-Quality-Instructional-Materials-in-ELA/Revised-Edition-Review-Process/Appendix-I_Core.docx.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/English-Language-Art/Resources-for-English-Language-Arts/High-Quality-Instructional-Materials-in-ELA/Revised-Edition-Review-Process/Appendix-J_Core.docx.aspx?lang=en-US

PHASE 1: APPLICATION & TECHNICAL REVIEW-
KINDERGARTEN-GRADE 5

* Naming conventions:

* Submission ID_Application

* Submission ID_ProgramSummary (not required for Standards Alignment Review)
* Submission ID_EvidenceWorksheet

* Submission ID_ProgramMaterials

* SubmissionID_ProfessionalLearning (optional)

* SubmissionID_Handwriting (optional)

* SubmissionID_Changes (as applicable)

* SubmissionlD_Standards (as applicable)

* SubmissionID_PublicRecords (as applicable)

Ghir  RFAp. 15
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PHASE 1: APPLICATION & TECHNICAL REVIEW-
KINDERGARTEN- GRADE 5

* Program Materials Access:

* Applicants must submit program materials in PDF format or by providing the Department with
access to the materials through the program’s digital platform (if applicable).

* Applicants electing to provide materials through a digital platform must indicate where reviewers

can access the materials and must provide the necessary login information and access credentials
on the application appendix

* Include username and password

* Access credentials must permit anonymous access for reviewers through June 30, 2027
* The Department reserves the right to require clarification at any time during the
application process/and or require correction of errors to assure a full and complete

understanding of an applicant’s submission and/or to determine a provider’s
compliance with the requirements of the RFA.

by ey
hio RFAp. 16, 14
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PHASE 2: QUALITY REVIEW- KINDERGARTEN-GRADE 5

Kindergarten- Grade 5 Review Pathways:

« Comprehensive English Language Arts Review
» Revised Editions
 Revised Standards Alignment

Ghi  RFAPp. 4
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PHASE 2: QUALITY REVIEW- KINDERGARTEN-GRADE 5

* Programs will be evaluated using one of Ohio’s Rubrics

* Indicators on the rubric will be reviewed and scored using the following
scoring characteristics:

* Criteria Not Met/0 Points- The evidence provided does not meet the criteria
indicated.

* Criteria Partially Met/1 Point- The evidence provided partially meets the
criteria indicated, but additional information, detail, or examples are needed to
fully meet the criteria.

* Criteria Fully Met/2 Points- The evidence provided fully meets or exceeds the
criteria indicated, demonstrating thorough implementation or alignment of the
indicator to expectations.

571
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PHASE 2: QUALITY REVIEW- KINDERGARTEN- GRADE 5

* Program reviews will result in a rating of quality on the following scale:

e Meets Expectations: Programs rated within the identified range have
demonstrated sufficient alignment to quality indicators to be considered
for approval.

e Does Not Meet Expectations: Programs within the identified range have
not demonstrated sufficient alignment to quality indicators to be
considered for approval.

TGhiv RFAp. 23, 25,27 .



PHASE 2: QUALITY REVIEW - KINDERGARTEN-GRADE 5-
COMPREHENSIVE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS PATHWAY

Eligibility for Comprehensive English Language Arts Pathway

« K-2 and 3-5 programs that have not been reviewed and approved by
the Department for the purpose of the approved list and are therefore
not considered a revised edition are eligible for this pathway.

« K-2 programs will be evaluated using Ohio’s Kindergarten-Grade 2

English Language Arts and Literacy Review Rubric

 3-5 programs will be evaluated using Ohio’s Grades 3-5 English Language
Arts and Literacy Review Rubric

TGhir  RFAp. 12,22, 25 0


https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/English-Language-Art/Resources-for-English-Language-Arts/High-Quality-Instructional-Materials-in-ELA/Revised-Edition-Review-Process/K-2-Core-Quality-Review-Rubric-Template-FY27.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/English-Language-Art/Resources-for-English-Language-Arts/High-Quality-Instructional-Materials-in-ELA/Revised-Edition-Review-Process/K-2-Core-Quality-Review-Rubric-Template-FY27.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/English-Language-Art/Resources-for-English-Language-Arts/High-Quality-Instructional-Materials-in-ELA/Revised-Edition-Review-Process/K-2-Core-Quality-Review-Rubric-Template-FY27.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/English-Language-Art/Resources-for-English-Language-Arts/High-Quality-Instructional-Materials-in-ELA/Revised-Edition-Review-Process/K-2-Core-Quality-Review-Rubric-Template-FY27.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/English-Language-Art/Resources-for-English-Language-Arts/High-Quality-Instructional-Materials-in-ELA/Revised-Edition-Review-Process/3-5-Core-Quality-Review-Rubric-Template-FY27.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/English-Language-Art/Resources-for-English-Language-Arts/High-Quality-Instructional-Materials-in-ELA/Revised-Edition-Review-Process/3-5-Core-Quality-Review-Rubric-Template-FY27.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/English-Language-Art/Resources-for-English-Language-Arts/High-Quality-Instructional-Materials-in-ELA/Revised-Edition-Review-Process/3-5-Core-Quality-Review-Rubric-Template-FY27.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/English-Language-Art/Resources-for-English-Language-Arts/High-Quality-Instructional-Materials-in-ELA/Revised-Edition-Review-Process/3-5-Core-Quality-Review-Rubric-Template-FY27.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US

PHASE 2: QUALITY REVIEW - KINDERGARTEN-GRADE 5-
COMPREHENSIVE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS REVIEW

PATHWAY

* Ohio’s Kindergarten-Grade 2 English Language Arts and Literacy Review Rubric

Part 1: Instructional Design
Materials include an intentional design for instruction, alighed with reading research and the

principles of effective literacy instruction.

Materials reflect current and converging research in
reading and related fields.

Students are directly taught the new skill before they are
asked to apply it.

There is a detailed timeline, including a scope and
sequence for teaching skills.

A structured lesson plan format is used to teach, review,
integrate and link skills, using the gradual release of
responsibility model.

Criterion 1: Research Alignment
Criterion 2: Explicit Instruction
Criterion 3: Sequential Instruction

Criterion 4: Systematic and Cumulative
Instruction
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PHASE 2: QUALITY REVIEW - KINDERGARTEN-GRADE 5-
COMPREHENSIVE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS REVIEW
PATHWAY

* Ohio’s Kindergarten-Grade 2 English Language Arts and Literacy Review Rubric

Part 2: Foundational Skills

Materials are aligned to research-based practices and the Ohio Learning Standards in English
Language Arts for foundational skills instruction.

Materials and instruction provide systematic and explicit
instruction and practice for print concepts and letter
recognition.

Criterion 1: Print Concepts & Alphabet
Knowledge (K-1)

Materials provide explicit, systematic instruction in

Criterion 2: Phonemic Awareness (K-1) .
phonemic awareness.

Materials emphasize explicit and systematic instruction in

Criterion 3: Phonics and Word Study phonics and word study.

Materials provide systematic and explicit instruction and
Criterion 4: Text Reading and Fluency practice in oral reading fluency, including through
decodable and grade-level text.
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PHASE 2: QUALITY REVIEW - KINDERGARTEN-GRADE 5-
COMPREHENSIVE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS REVIEW PATHWAY

* Ohio’s Kindergarten-Grade 2 English Language Arts and Literacy Review Rubric

Part 3: Text Complexity and Vocabulary
High-quality texts, at the appropriate grade-level text complexity, are the central focus of

lessons, supported by tasks and questions grounded in evidence and explicit instruction in
vocabulary aligned to the Ohio Learning Standards in English Language Arts.

Texts are worthy of students’ time and attention: texts are
of quality and are rigorous, meeting the text complexity
criteria for each grade. Materials support students’
advancing toward independent reading.

Criterion 1: Text Complexity

Materials provide opportunities for rich and rigorous text-
based discussions and writing about texts to build strong
literacy skills.

Criterion 2: Alignment to the Standards
with Questions Grounded in Evidence

Key academic vocabulary instruction is cohesively taught in

Criterion 3: Vocabulary and across texts
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PHASE 2: QUALITY REVIEW - KINDERGARTEN-GRADE 5-
COMPREHENSIVE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS REVIEW

PATHWAY

* Ohio’s Kindergarten-Grade 2 English Language Arts and Literacy Review Rubric

Part 4: Knowledge Building and Writing

Materials build knowledge and understanding through integrated reading, writing, speaking,
listening, and language aligned to the Ohio Learning Standards for English Language Arts.

Materials build knowledge and understanding through
Criterion 1: Knowledge Building integrated reading, writing, speaking, listening, and

language.

Writing is cohesively and intentionally taught across the

Criterion 2: Writing year
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PHASE 2: QUALITY REVIEW - KINDERGARTEN-GRADE 5-
COMPREHENSIVE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS REVIEW
PATHWAY

* Ohio’s Kindergarten-Grade 2 English Language Arts and Literacy Review Rubric

Part 5: Usability

Materials support teachers to fully utilize the curriculum, understand the skills and learning of
their students, and support a range of learners.

The program includes opportunities for teachers to
Criterion 1: Implementation Supports effectively plan and utilize materials with integrity and to
further develop their own understanding of the content.

The program includes a system of assessments identifying
how materials provide tools, guidance, and support for
teachers to collect, interpret, and act on data about
student progress toward the standards.

Criterion 2: Assessment Systems

The program includes materials designed for each
Criterion 3: Student Supports student’s regular and active participation in program
content.
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PHASE 2: QUALITY REVIEW - KINDERGARTEN-GRADE 5-
COMPREHENSIVE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS REVIEW PATHWAY

* Ohio’s Grade 3-5 English Language Arts and Literacy Review Rubric

Part 1: Instructional Design
Materials include an intentional design for instruction, alighed with reading research and the

principles of effective literacy instruction.

Materials reflect current and converging research in
reading and related fields.

Students are directly taught the new skill before they are
asked to apply it.

There is a detailed timeline, including a scope and
sequence for teaching skills.

Criterion 1: Research Alignment
Criterion 2: Explicit Instruction

Criterion 3: Sequential Instruction

A structured lesson plan format is used to teach, review,
integrate and link skills, using the gradual release of
responsibility model.

Criterion 4: Systematic and Cumulative
Instruction

48

Shir  RFAp. 25


https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/English-Language-Art/Resources-for-English-Language-Arts/High-Quality-Instructional-Materials-in-ELA/Revised-Edition-Review-Process/3-5-Core-Quality-Review-Rubric-Template-FY27.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/English-Language-Art/Resources-for-English-Language-Arts/High-Quality-Instructional-Materials-in-ELA/Revised-Edition-Review-Process/3-5-Core-Quality-Review-Rubric-Template-FY27.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/English-Language-Art/Resources-for-English-Language-Arts/High-Quality-Instructional-Materials-in-ELA/Revised-Edition-Review-Process/3-5-Core-Quality-Review-Rubric-Template-FY27.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/English-Language-Art/Resources-for-English-Language-Arts/High-Quality-Instructional-Materials-in-ELA/Revised-Edition-Review-Process/3-5-Core-Quality-Review-Rubric-Template-FY27.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US

PHASE 2: QUALITY REVIEW - KINDERGARTEN-GRADE 5-
COMPREHENSIVE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS REVIEW

PATHWAY

* Ohio’s Grade 3-5 English Language Arts and Literacy Review Rubric

Part 2: Foundational Skills

Materials are aligned to research-based practices and the Ohio Learning Standards in English
Language Arts for foundational skills instruction.

Criterion 1: Advanced Phonics and Word Materials emphasize explicit, systematic instruction of
Study (3-5) research-based and/or evidence-based phonics.

Materials provide systematic and explicit instruction and
practice in oral reading fluency.

Criterion 2: Text Reading and Fluency
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PHASE 2: QUALITY REVIEW - KINDERGARTEN-GRADE 5-
COMPREHENSIVE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS REVIEW PATHWAY

* Ohio’s Grade 3-5 English Language Arts and Literacy Review Rubric

Part 3: Text Complexity and Vocabulary
High-quality texts, at the appropriate grade-level text complexity, are the central focus of

lessons, supported by tasks and questions grounded in evidence and explicit instruction
in vocabulary aligned to the Ohio Learning Standards in English Language Arts.

Texts are worthy of students’ time and attention: texts
are of quality and are rigorous, meeting the text
complexity criteria for each grade. Materials support
students’ advancing toward independent reading.

Criterion 1: Text Complexity

Materials provide opportunities for rich and rigorous
text-based discussions and writing about texts to build
strong literacy skills.

Criterion 2: Alignment to the Standards
with Questions Grounded in Evidence

Key academic vocabulary instruction is cohesively

Criterion 3: Vocabulary taught in and across texts.
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PHASE 2: QUALITY REVIEW - KINDERGARTEN-GRADE 5-
COMPREHENSIVE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS REVIEW PATHWAY

* Ohio’s Grade 3-5 English Language Arts and Literacy Review Rubric

Part 4: Knowledge Building and Writing
Materials build knowledge and understanding through integrated reading, writing,

speaking, listening, and language, aligned to the Ohio Learning Standards for English
Language Arts.

Materials build knowledge and understanding through

Criterion 1: Knowledge Building integrated reading, writing, speaking, listening, and
language.
Criterion 2: Writing Writing is cohesively and intentionally taught across the
year.
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PHASE 2: QUALITY REVIEW - KINDERGARTEN-GRADE 5-
COMPREHENSIVE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS REVIEW PATHWAY

* Ohio’s Grade 3-5 English Language Arts and Literacy Review Rubric

Part 5: Usability

Materials support teachers to fully utilize the curriculum, understand the skills and learning
of their students, and support a range of learners.

The program includes opportunities for teachers to
Criterion 1: Implementation Supports effectively plan and utilize materials with integrity and to
further develop their own understanding of the content.

The program includes a system of assessments
identifying how materials provide tools, guidance, and
support for teachers to collect, interpret, and act on
data about student progress toward the standards.

Criterion 2: Assessment Systems

The program includes materials designed for each
Criterion 3: Student Supports student’s regular and active participation in program
content.
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PHASE 2: QUALITY REVIEW - KINDERGARTEN-GRADE 5-
COMPREHENSIVE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS PATHWAY

* Depending on the grade band/category of the application, the review
will include certain parts of the rubric.

Grade Band/Category Review Includes

K-2 Foundational Skills Part 1: Instructional Design
Part 2: Foundational Skills Development
Part 5: Usability

K-2 Core No Foundational Skills Part 1: Instructional Design
Part 3: Text Complexity and Vocabulary
Part 4: Knowledge Building and Writing
Part 5: Usability

K-2 and 3-5 Core Comprehensive Part 1: Instructional Design

English language Arts Part 2: Foundational Skills Development
Part 3: Text Complexity and Vocabulary
Part 4: Knowledge Building and Writing
Part 5: Usability
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PHASE 2: QUALITY REVIEW - KINDERGARTEN-GRADE 5-
REVISED EDITIONS REVIEW PATHWAY

Eligibility for Revised Editions Review Pathway

« K-2 and 3-5 programs that are revised editions of currently approved materials
are eligible for this pathway.

 Applications that proceed to quality review will be evaluated using Ohio’s

Kindergarten-Grade 5 Revised Editions Review Rubric.

« Vendors must also submit a substantive changes worksheet (Appendix E) that

describes changes made between the currently approved materials and the
revised edition to be reviewed.
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PHASE 2: QUALITY REVIEW - KINDERGARTEN-GRADE 5-
REVISED EDITIONS REVIEW PATHWAY

* Ohio’s Kindergarten-Grade 5 Revised Editions Review Rubric

Part 1: Instructional Design

Materials include and intentional design for instruction, aligned with science of
reading research and principles of effective literacy instruction.

Materials reflect current and converging research in
reading and related fields, including the use of
explicit, sequential, and systematic and cumulative
instruction.

Criterion 1: Instructional Design
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PHASE 2: QUALITY REVIEW - KINDERGARTEN-GRADE 5-
REVISED EDITIONS REVIEW PATHWAY

* Ohio’s Kindergarten-Grade 5 Revised Editions Review Rubric

Part 2: Foundational Skills Development K-2
Materials are aligned to research-based practices and Ohio’s Learning Standards in English

Language Arts for foundational skills instruction

Materials and instruction provide research-based
systematic and explicit instruction and practices of
print concepts and letter recognition, phonemic
awareness, phonics and word study, and fluency.

Criterion 1: Foundational Skills (K-2)
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PHASE 2: QUALITY REVIEW - KINDERGARTEN-GRADE 5-
REVISED EDITIONS REVIEW PATHWAY

* Ohio’s Kindergarten-Grade 5 Revised Editions Review Rubric

Part 3: Foundational Skills Development 3-5
Materials are aligned to research-based practices and Ohio’s Learning Standards in

English Language Arts for foundational skills instruction.

Materials and instruction provide research-
Criterion 1: Foundational Skills (3-5) based systematic and explicit instruction and
practices of phonics and oral reading fluency.
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PHASE 2: QUALITY REVIEW - KINDERGARTEN-GRADE 5-
REVISED EDITIONS REVIEW PATHWAY

* Ohio’s Kindergarten-Grade 5 Revised Editions Review Rubric

Part 4: Text Complexity and Vocabulary
High-quality texts, at the appropriate grade-level complexity, are the central focus of lessons,

supported by tasks and questions grounded in evidence and explicit instruction in vocabulary
aligned to Ohio’s Learning Standards in English Language Arts.

Texts are worthy of students’ time and

attention: texts are of quality and are rigorous,
Criterion 1: Text Complexity meeting the text complexity criteria for each grade.

Materials support students’ advancing toward

independent reading.

Key academic vocabulary instruction is

Criterion 2: Vocabulary cohesively taught in and across texts.
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PHASE 2: QUALITY REVIEW - KINDERGARTEN-GRADE 5-
REVISED EDITIONS REVIEW PATHWAY

* Ohio’s Kindergarten-Grade 5 Revised Editions Review Rubric

Part 5: Knowledge Building and Writing
Materials build knowledge and understanding through integrated reading, writing,

speaking, listening, and language, alighed to Ohio’s Learning Standards in English Language
Arts.

Materials and instruction provide research-
based systematic and explicit instruction and

Criterion 1: Foundational Skills (3-5)
practices of phonics and oral reading fluency.
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PHASE 2: QUALITY REVIEW - KINDERGARTEN-GRADE 5-
REVISED EDITIONS REVIEW PATHWAY

* Ohio’s Kindergarten-Grade 5 Revised Editions Review Rubric

Part 6: Usability

Materials support teachers to fully utilize the curriculum, understand the skills and learning of
their students, and support a range of learners.

The program includes opportunities for teachers to
effectively plan and utilize materials with integrity

and to further develop their own understanding of
the content.

Criterion 1: Implementation Supports

The program includes a system of assessments
identifying how materials provide tools, guidance,

Criterion 2: Assessment Systems and support for teachers to collect, interpret, and act
on data about student progress toward the
standards.

The program includes materials designed for each
Criterion 3: Student Supports student’s regular and active participation in program
content.
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PHASE 2: QUALITY REVIEW - KINDERGARTEN-GRADE 5-
REVISED EDITIONS PATHWAY

* Depending on the grade band/category of the application, the review
will include certain parts of the rubric.

Grade Band/Category Review Includes

K-2 Foundational Skills Part 1: Instructional Design
Part 2: Foundational Skills K-2
Part 6: Usability

K-2 Core No Foundational Skills Part 1: Instructional Design
Part 4: Text Complexity and Vocabulary
Part 5: Knowledge Building and Writing
Part 6: Usability

K-2 Core Comprehensive English Language Arts Part 1: Instructional Design
Part 2: Foundational Skills K-2
Part 4: Text Complexity and Vocabulary
Part 5: Knowledge Building and Writing
Part 6: Usability
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PHASE 2: QUALITY REVIEW - KINDERGARTEN-GRADE 5-
REVISED EDITIONS REVIEW PATHWAY

* Depending on the grade band/category of the application, the review
will include certain parts of the rubric.

Grade Band/Category Review Includes

3-5 Core Comprehensive English Language Arts Part 1: Instructional Design
Part 3: Foundational Skills 3-5
Part 4. Text Complexity and Vocabulary
Part 5: Knowledge Building and Writing
Part 6: Usability

K-5 Core Comprehensive English Language Arts Part 1: Instructional Design
Part 2: Foundational Skills K-2
Part 3: Foundational Skills 3-5
Part 4: Text Complexity and Vocabulary
Part 5: Knowledge Building and Writing
Part 6: Usability
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PHASE 2: QUALITY REVIEW - KINDERGARTEN-GRADE 5-
REVISED STANDARDS ALIGNMENT REVIEW PATHWAY

Eligibility for Revised Standards Alignment Review Pathway

« K-2 and 3-5 programs currently on the approved list will be reviewed
for alignment to the 2026 Ohio’s Learning Standards for English
Language Arts K-5.

 Applications that proceed to quality review will be evaluated using Ohio’s

Kindergarten-Grade 5 Revised Editions Review Rubric.

« Vendors must also complete Appendix K for standards alignment to
identify where the 2026 standards are covered in the program.
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PHASE 2: QUALITY REVIEW - KINDERGARTEN-GRADE 5-
REVISED STANDARDS ALIGNMENT PATHWAY

* Depending on the grade band/category of the application, the review
will include certain parts of the rubric.

Grade Band/Category Review Includes

K-2 Foundational Skills Part 1: Instructional Design
Part 2: Foundational Skills K-2
Part 6: Usability

K-2 Core No Foundational Skills Part 1: Instructional Design
Part 4: Text Complexity and Vocabulary
Part 5: Knowledge Building and Writing
Part 6: Usability

K-2 Core Comprehensive English Language Arts Part 1: Instructional Design
Part 2: Foundational Skills K-2
Part 4. Text Complexity and Vocabulary
Part 5: Knowledge Building and Writing
Part 6: Usability
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PHASE 2: QUALITY REVIEW - KINDERGARTEN-GRADE 5-
REVISED STANDARDS ALIGNMENT REVIEW PATHWAY

* Depending on the grade band/category of the application, the review
will include certain parts of the rubric.

Grade Band/Category Review Includes

3-5 Core Comprehensive English Language Arts Part 1: Instructional Design
Part 3: Foundational Skills 3-5
Part 4. Text Complexity and Vocabulary
Part 5: Knowledge Building and Writing
Part 6: Usability

K-5 Core Comprehensive English Language Arts Part 1: Instructional Design
Part 2: Foundational Skills K-2
Part 3: Foundational Skills 3-5
Part 4: Text Complexity and Vocabulary
Part 5: Knowledge Building and Writing
Part 6: Usability
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NOTIFICATION AND
COMMUNICATION




NOTIFICATION

* Notification by email

* Approved: Submit a vendor and program information form within five

business days

* Denied: Scoring summary and option to move to Appeals process
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COMMUNICATION WITH APPLICANTS

* Sole point of contact for the review process is
ELAMaterialsReview@education.ohio.gov

* Applicants may not reach out to individual Department staff other than
the sole point of contact.

* The Department will provide technical assistance with submitting the

application documents but will not answer questions about how to

respond to items within the application.
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APPEALS PROCESS

* Written appeal no later than 10 business days after receiving Phase 2
Quality Review notification

* Limited to an explanation of why the submission met the evaluation
criteria that was identified and posted by the Department

* Department will evaluate all appeal requests and notify vendors of the
final determination
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APPROVED LIST



PUBLICATION OF THE APPROVED LIST

* Final List Published: Estimated March 2027

* Vendor and program information forms

o
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APPROVAL PERIOD

* If approved for inclusion on the Approved List of Core Curriculum and Instructional
Materials, materials may be continuously approved, contingent on the following;:

* No substantive changes of the approved program edition have occurred since the most
recent approval

* No changes in legislation, law or Department policy preclude continued approval

* No changes in content standards, if applicable, have occurred since the materials were
most recently approved by the Department

* [tshould be noted that Ohio published 2026 Ohio’s Learning Standards for English
Language Arts since the materials were most recently approved by the Department.
Vendors of currently approved core curriculum and instructional materials in English
Language Arts for grades Kindergarten-Grade 5 that wish to have their materials
remain on the list must submit an application for review under the revised standards
alignment pathway by September 30, 2026. If an application is not submitted for
review, revocation of continued approval will be effective June 30, 2027.

* The entity submits updated vendor or program information requested by the
Department to ensure updated information for districts and schools

by
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APPROVAL PERIOD

* Approval is limited to the edition or version of the program submitted in the
application. Applicants must submit a new application for
revised editions of materials to be considered for approval.

* Revised editions of previously approved materials are not eligible for addition
to the Approved List of Core Curriculum and Instructional Materials without
review and approval.
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QUESTIONS?

* Submit questions to ELAMaterialsReview@education.ohio.gov.

* Continue to check the HQIM in English Language Arts webpage and sign
up for ELA updates to be apprised of updates or additional information.
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