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Governor’s Science of Reading 

Champions Award Program 

Application Guidelines and Instructions 

As part of the ReadOhio initiative, Ohio Governor Mike DeWine, in coordination with the 
Department of Education and Workforce, has developed an award program to recognize 

schools that are demonstrating strong implementation of evidence-based instructional 

practices aligned to the science of reading and where students are making significant 
progress. 

Eligible schools that meet the minimum criteria may apply Nov. 11 through Dec. 9, 2025.  

Schools awarded for the 2024-2025 school year should not reapply, as the recognition 
continues this school year. 

After applications are reviewed, potential awardees may be contacted to further verify 

submitted information. Schools that are selected as awardees will receive a school building 
banner and may be contacted for a site visit to receive their award and recognition. 

Questions about the program and application may be directed to 

ReadOhio@education.ohio.gov. 

Application Requirements 

PreK-12 schools, including public, community, and chartered nonpublic schools, are eligible 
to apply and each must apply as an individual building. Note the minimum requirements for 
each activity below and the activities for which supporting documents are required. 

Applicants must be able to provide a response for each of the required activities. 

Applications must be submitted in the designated form on the Governor’s Science of Reading 
Champions Award webpage. Application questions are provided in this document for 

convenience. 

Schools that do not meet the minimum requirements or do not have supporting documents 
as evidence for meeting the minimum requirements may apply in future years. 

Timeline 

November 11, 2025  Application period opens 

December 9, 2025  Application deadline 
February 2026   Awardee notification 

mailto:ReadOhio@education.ohio.gov
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Literacy/Governor-Science-of-Reading-Recognition-Program
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Literacy/Governor-Science-of-Reading-Recognition-Program
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Important Reminders 

• Please read through this document carefully before beginning your application. 

• Minimum requirements for each of the required activities are described in the criteria 

below the question. 

• To streamline the process, the Department suggests compiling responses and supporting 
evidence prior to opening the application form to prepare all required materials. 

• For each attachment, indicate the school’s IRN and the application part referenced. Use 
the naming convention [IRN]_Part[Letter]_[Description]. Only one file may be uploaded in 
each Part. It may be necessary to combine documents. Uploaded file size may not exceed 

16MB. 

• An application must be submitted for each building applying for recognition. Due to 

Survey Monkey's design, only one application may be submitted per device per web 
browser. Applicants wishing to submit multiple applications should use a different device 
and/or different web browsers for each application. We apologize for the inconvenience. 

Application Instructions 
SECTION 1. INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

1. School building name 
2. School building IRN 
3. School district (if applicable) 

4. School district IRN (if applicable) 
5. Primary contact name 

6. Primary contact email 

7. Secondary contact name 
8. Secondary contact email 
9. Total student enrollment in the school 

10. Select the grades served by the school building (select all that apply) 

11. Number of classroom teachers 
12. Number of intervention specialists 

The questions above are for information only. No points will be assigned. 

SECTION 2. REQUIRED ACTIVITIES 

PART A: SCIENCE OF READING ALIGNED IMPLEMENTATION AND PROFESSIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES 

1. How many years has the school implemented practices aligned to the science of 
reading, including use of high-quality instructional materials and professional 

learning? 

Criteria: The school demonstrates a history of implementing practices aligned with the 

science of reading. 
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2. Which professional development trainings have teachers completed that are aligned 
to the science of reading? 

Criteria: Teachers have completed state required training in the science of reading using an 

approved professional learning course or courses demonstrating the school's commitment 

to aligning and improving literacy instruction. 

3. What professional learning aligned to the science of reading is being provided in 

2025-2026? (Include the grade level and roles of participating teachers, such as “All 
K-3 teachers and grades 4-5 English Language Arts (ELA) teachers”). 
Criteria: Educators participate in ongoing professional learning aligned to the science of 

reading. 

PART B: ASSESSMENTS AND ASSESSMENT PROCEDURES 

1. What universal screening tool does the school use? (For high schools, early warning 

indicators may be used.) 

Criteria: The building uses a valid and reliable screener (or alternately, for high school 

students, relevant indicators) to measure and monitor student academic growth and 

achievement. 

2. How frequently are universal screenings conducted? 
Criteria: The school regularly reviews universal screening data to monitor student 

achievement and identify instructional needs. 
3. If the school serves grades K-3, indicate which state-approved K-3 diagnostic 

assessment(s) the school uses (select all that apply). 

Criteria: The school collects appropriate data to monitor student achievement and report 
reading improvement and proficiency. 

4. List the progress-monitoring assessments used by the school. 

Criteria: Assessments listed focus on literacy skills aligned with the science of reading, such 
as phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, fluency, comprehension, and writing. 

5. What percentage of students receiving intervention participate in progress 

monitoring? 

Criteria: All students receiving intervention participate in progress monitoring. 

6. What is the frequency of progress monitoring for students receiving intervention? 

Criteria: Students receiving intervention are progress monitored regularly. 

7. List the tier 2 (intervention-based diagnostic) screener(s) used by the school. 

Criteria: Assessments listed focus on literacy skills aligned with the science of reading to 

identify specific student skill needs. 

8. Describe how screening data is used to differentiate core instruction (Tier 1). 
Criteria: Description addresses how screening data is used to differentiate instruction, 

including how all students have access to grade-level instruction and data is used to provide 

differentiated supports. 
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9. Upload decision rules for all grades served by the building. Decision rules should 
address a continuum of supports and provide a framework for intervention, 

including core instructional materials, intervention materials, and frequency of 

screening and progress monitoring. 
Criteria: Decision rules or Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) plan include universal 

screening, diagnostic assessment, progress monitoring, and tier 2 and tier 3 intervention 
identified in questions above in addition to grade-level core instruction. 

10. Describe how decision rules are implemented, including the staff role(s) responsible 

for implementation. 

Criteria: Description addresses process for using screening, diagnostic, and progress 
monitoring assessment data to inform instruction and intervention and who is involved in 

these processes. 

PART C: SYSTEMS STRUCTURED TO SUPPORT STUDENT LEARNING 

1. Describe the building's teaming structures including building level, grade level, and 

cross-building teams. 
Criteria: Building has at least one building-level team, teacher-level teams, and is involved 
in a district-level team (if the building is part of a district). 

2. List the roles represented on the building level team. 
Criteria: The building level team includes at least one administrator and representatives 
from a variety of staff roles. 

3. How frequently does the building level team meet? 
Criteria: The building level team meets regularly to support schoolwide implementation of 

high-quality literacy instruction. 

4. Upload meeting agendas from two building leadership team meetings that 
demonstrate how the team is engaged in continuous improvement of the building's 
literacy instruction. 

Criteria: Agendas demonstrate that team is engaged in continuous improvement of literacy 

instruction beyond implementing decision rules. 

5. What building team leads and participates in team-based problem solving? 

Criteria: A building level team, MTSS team, or multi-disciplinary team is identified. 

6. Provide the frequency and a brief description of the structure of the team-based 

problem-solving meetings. 

Criteria: Team meets at least monthly and uses data to support literacy-based problem 
solving. 

PART D: COMMITMENT TO INCREASING EFFECTIVENESS OF LITERACY PRACTICES 

1. Upload the school's local literacy plan. 
Criteria: School has a local literacy plan that includes using data to identify needs and 

SMART goals and associated action plans. 
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2. Describe three ways the school demonstrates a building-wide commitment to 
increase the effectiveness of language and literacy instruction beyond state-required 
activities (Third Grade Reading Guarantee, dyslexia and foundational science of 

reading training, and adoption of approved materials). 

Criteria: The school demonstrates actions to support high-quality literacy instruction, 
professional learning, and/or family and community engagement beyond state-mandated 

activities. 

3. How does the building support development of staff capacity to implement Ohio's 
Integrated Multi-Tiered System of Supports framework at the local level? 

Criteria: The school demonstrates action to support implementation of Ohio's Integrated 
Multi-Tiered System of Supports through professional learning, written guidance, and 
coaching. 

PART E: FAMILY ENGAGEMENT TO SUPPORT LITERACY 

1. List at least three engagement strategies the school has found successful for working 

with families, caregivers, and/or the community to ensure a positive home-school 

connection around literacy achievement. 
Criteria: Three strategies provided that specifically support family or community 
engagement in students' literacy development. 

2. For each of the above, describe how each strategy is evaluated/measured. 
Criteria: A measure is provided for each strategy. 

3. Upload documents that illustrate the strategies described, such as :(a) links to the 

school webpages that describe family engagement activities, (b) examples of written 
communication with families, and c) curriculum night materials or school-home 

packets. 

Criteria: Documentation is provided for each strategy. 

PART F: HIGH-QUALITY INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS ALIGNED TO THE SCIENCE OF READING 

1. If the school includes any grades PreK-5, list the primary core reading curriculum 

being used in the 2025-2026 school year for grades PreK-5. (Include in parenthesis 
after each material the year the materials were first implemented.) If the school does 
not include any grades PreK-5, please enter "N/A" in the space provided. 

Criteria: Curricula from Ohio's approved list of core curriculum and instructional materials is 
identified for all grade-levels served. Materials are currently in use. 

2. If the school includes any grades 6-12, list the ELA core curricular materials. (Include 

in parenthesis after each material the year the materials were first implemented.) If 
the school does not include any grades 6-12, please enter "N/A" in the space 
provided. 

Criteria: The building uses high-quality, evidence-based core curricular ELA materials. 

3. What training has been provided to educators to support implementation of core 
reading curriculum materials? 

Criteria: All educators implementing core curriculum have received training in core 
curriculum materials. 

https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/OLS-Graphic-Sections/Resources/I-MTSS
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/OLS-Graphic-Sections/Resources/I-MTSS
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4. What does ongoing implementation support look like? 
Criteria: School has ongoing implementation support systems in place that include coaching 
(both systems and instructional), teaming and meeting structures, curriculum-based 

professional learning, data-based decision making, and an implementation plan tied to the 

local literacy plan. 

5. What evidence-based reading intervention programs are used? 

Criteria: Programs from Ohio's approved list of evidence-based reading intervention 
materials are identified for all grade-levels served. Materials are currently in use. 

6. What training has been provided to educators to support implementation of reading 

intervention materials? 
Criteria: All educators implementing intervention materials have received training in the 
evidence-based reading intervention program. 

7. What does ongoing implementation support look like? 
Criteria: School has ongoing implementation support systems in place that include coaching 

(both systems and instructional), teaming and meeting structures, curriculum-based 

professional learning, data-based decision making, and an implementation plan tied to the 
local literacy plan. 

8. If applicable, what supplemental materials are in use in literacy instruction for 

grades PreK-5? 

Criteria: Supplemental materials supplement rather than replace core instruction and do 
not use a three-cueing approach. 

9. Does the building utilize ELA instructional materials that use a three-cueing 
approach? 

Minimum Requirement: The building does not utilize instructional materials that use a 

three-cueing approach. 

PART G: EVIDENCE OF LITERACY PROGRESS 

1. For K-12 sites identify a grade-level report card measure (such as Fall Reading 

Diagnostic, ELA OST Grades 3-8, or ELA II) that has improved from 2023-2024 to 2024-

2025. For prekindergarten or early childhood education sites identify the site's Step 
Up To Quality status and provide data that demonstrates improvements in student 

outcomes from Fall to Spring in 2024-2025.  
Criteria: Response reflects improvement in at least one grade level. 

2. Are any of the following student groups demonstrating notable gains in reading 

achievement (students who are gifted, students with disabilities, students who are 
English learners, students who are economically disadvantaged)? Please provide 
evidence, if applicable. 

Criteria: Data shows various student groups are showing progress towards reading 
achievement. 
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PART H: SUCCESS STORY 

1. Share a brief (2-5 sentence) success story from the site's literacy implementation that 
may be shared with the public if the site is designated a ReadOhio Science of Reading 

Champion. 

Not Scored 

SECTION 3: ATTESTATION 

1. By submitting this form, I hereby certify that, to the best of my knowledge and 
belief, the information submitted by my school and processed by the Ohio 

Department of Education and Workforce constitutes an accurate and complete 

report for our school. 

2. Name of individual completing this application. 
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