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The Power of
Language:

Building Strong Family
and Community
Partnerships

Juakita Bowens, Regional Early Literacy Specialist
Jen Griffing, Regional Early Literacy Specialist




My adviceis that we see our families and
community members as co-creators and
co-producers of the excellent schoolsand
learning opportunities thatwe want forall
of our students.

Karen L. Mapp




Five Theories of Action

EachChildOurFuture

Section 1: Ohio’s Theory of Action

Family
Partnerships
Birth-Grade 12
Language and
Literacy Development Community
Collaboration

Figure 1: Otio’s Theory of Action




Reading-Tiered Fidelity Inventory (R-
TFI)

Reading Tiered Fidelity Inventory
Elementary-Level Edition

Reading Tiered Fidelity Inventory
Secondary-Level Edition

School leadership
teams assessthe
fidelity of
implementation to
identify what parts of
their MTSS arealready
in place, whatneedsto
be improved, and what
still needsto bedone.



https://mimtsstac.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Evaluation/Fidelity/RTFI/MiMTSS%20R-TFI%20Elem%20V2.1.pdf
https://mimtsstac.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Evaluation/Fidelity/RTFI/MiMTSS%20R-TFI%20Sec%20Ver%202.1.pdf

R-TF! item

2 Points

Suggested

Data Sources

1 and 0 Points
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A School
Leadership
Team

supports the
implementation
of the Tier

1 reading
components

of an MTSS
framework.

The team includes the school principal, and members
are collectively responsible for doing all of the following:

1

Maintaining a current committee audit to prevent
staff overloading, team redundancies, or teams with
conflicting scope of work.

Distributing leadership for implementing the reading-
related data, systems, and practices needed for an
MTSS framework.

Establishing procedures for staff to access
professional learning, coaching, and engage in
ongoing collaboration,

Requesting and allocating resources to support
implementation.

Over seeing the use of a comprehensive
assessment plan,

Analyzing aggregated student data and
implementation fidelity data to determine the overall
effectiveness of the school-wide reading supports for
students.

Collaborating with families to ensure students have
successful literacy experiences in and out of school.

Monitoring a dynamic MTSS Implementation Plan.

Meeting schedule
Meeting minutes
Action plan with
notations of
progress

Implementation
fidelity data

Professional
Development Plan

Documentation
of family

engagement

Team
effectiveness
survey

1 point:

At least S of the
2-point criteria are
in place.

0 points:

The criteria from
the 2-point or
1-point response
are not in place,




R-TFI! Item

2 Points

Suggested

Data Sources

1 and 0 Points
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The school

has an
Implementation
Plan for the
adolescent
literacy
components of an
MTSS framework

The plan is informed by assessment data.

AND: The plan’s goals are SMARTE (Specific,
Measurable, Attainable, Realistic, Time Bound,
Equitable).

AND: The types of activities included in the plan
address:

1 Resources Department Teams need to implement
their discipline-specific instructional plans.

2 Collaboration between and across grade-level
teachers, special educators, and interventionists
to support students’ ability to apply intervention
strategies/routines across instructional settings.

3 Implementation supports needed (ongoing training
and coaching).

4 Opportunities for family-schoo! partnerships with
bi-directional communication and shared decision-
making.

Current
Implementation
Plan

1 point:

The plan is
informed by
assessment data.

AND: The plan
includes activities
that address at
least 3 elements
outlined in the
2-point response.

0 points:

The criteria from
the 2-point or
1-point response
are not in place.




Evidence-Based Strategies in
Family Engagement and
Structured Literacy




Lancaster City Schools

hAJ .



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wx25OWVkNuU

Leverage the work the workyou are already doing to
engage families

EachChildOurFuture

. Appendix F: Changing Emphasis of the Subskills of the Five Components
What is the goal for of Reading

students? Changing Emphasis of the Subskills of the Five Components of Reading
{Adapted from Michigan's Integrated Behavior and Learning Support Iniiative, 2017)

How will students
benefit?

How will families
benefit?

How will teachers
benefit?




Leverage the work the workyou are already doing to
engage families

EachChildOurFuture
What is the goal for Appendix G: Evidence-Based Practices for Improving Adolescent Literacy
students? . . ) .
Evidence-Based Practices for Improving Adolescent Literacy
(Adapted from Improving Adolescent Literacy: Effective Classroom and Intervention Practices: A Practice
How will students Guide, 2008)
benefit? -
Evidence-Based Practices for Improving Adolescent Literacy: Practice and Evidence-Level
How will families Provide explicit vocabulary instruction Strong Evidence
benefit?
Pravide direct and explicit comprehension strategy instruction Strong Evidence
How will teachers Provide opportunities for extended discussion of text meaning and interpretation Moderate Evidence
benefit?
Increase student motivation and engagement in literacy learming Moderate Evidence
Make available intensive and individualized interventions for struggling readers that can be provided by .
trained specialists PRI R




Leverage the work the workyou are already doing to
engage families e

How Can | Help My Middle Schooler
What ’s the goal for Read Multisyllabic Words?

- Five Helpful Steps—
students?

How will students
benefit? | .

1. Underfine the vowels.

How will families ‘ ‘
benefit? 2. Look for familar sylables and woed parts.  Pacent:

3 Read all of the vyllabies together Wowly. Parent

How will teachers o st o e P
benefit? '

5. Oveck for undenstanding

PACTa~PLUS




Lancaster City Schools



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CdqyNY0Rybk

Lancaster City Schools

Medill Elementary Home Kindergarten FirstGrade SecondGrade ThirdGrade Q

&

Literacy Help for Parents

Welcome Video from Principal Woods

Games to Support Early Literacy Skills Introduction to Phonemic Awareness What's in the Literacy Kit?

Parents § Families: Supporting Lexda CoreSat H Reading Buddies Website- Fun videos to leam 1

Kinderaarten First Grade Second Grade Third Grade



https://sites.google.com/lcsschools.net/medillelementary-literacy-help/home?authuser=0

What do we know about how the
brain learns to read?




It all starts with language!

(=)  Our brains learn to read from speech to print.
(-J Reading is not natural, it is a human invention.

(=) Linguistic exchanges not only foster cognitive development, but build trust
through responsive interactions that help our brains to feel safe (survive), so we
can perform functionslike reading (thrive).



Oral language:

Young children benefit from interactive, child-directed conversations with caregivers who are responsive to their comments,
questions and levels of understanding (Suskind, 2015). Conversations in which the caregiver and child take turns responding are
important to brain development, and taking turns has shown to be a more powerful influence on brain development than the sheer
number of words heard by children (Gabrieli & Romeo, 2018).

Opportunities to increase vocabulary and expand background knowledge occur when caregivers repeat what children say,

expand their sentences and ask open-ended and closed questions. Reading children’s literature aloud continues to be one of

the best ways to expose and teach new vocabulary to children, and a strong evidence base has emerged for reading aloud to
promote understanding of text (Hudson & Test, 2011). These concepts are critical to developing effective communication. That
communication can be in the form of traditional verbal speech or another mode, such as sign language; direct selection or eye gaze
on words, letters or images; gestures; facial expressions; or augmented voice.

Ohio’s Plan fo Raise Literacy Achievement, Pg 24



https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Literacy/Ohios-Plan-to-Raise-Literacy-Achievement.pdf.aspx

Quite simply, children, specifically our brains,
need to see, hear, and use words
to be able to read, write and spell words!

#EachChildOurFuture

Emergent Language and Literacy

.- Language, === | Reading Comprehension
Recognition Comprehension
Phonological
Processing Oral Language
-
Print Awareness
J Figure 8. Emergent literacy components supporting later

acquisition of the components of the Simple View of Reading.
)




What is language nutrition?

The use of language that is sufficiently rich in
engagement, quality, quantity and context

and

nourishes a child neurologically, socially and
linguistically.

Talk With Me Baby, Georgia



We believe that the trajectory of children’s
lives can be changed when
families,caregivers and educators
understand the significance of language
nutrition and how to provide an
environmentrichwith responsive
interactions.




(=) TableChat

Considering how the brain learns to read and these critical foundational skills
as a strong predictor of future success, does this challenge your current
views and approaches to how you might partner with families and your
community as collaborative brain builders?



If...

“Conversationdrives literacy skills and cognitive development across all
socioeconomic levels, regardless parents'income or education. It's a

powerful, actionable, and simple tool for all parents to use.”

The Brain-Changing Power of Conversation, Harvard University Graduate School of Education



https://www.gse.harvard.edu/news/uk/18/02/brain-changing-power-conversation

and...

Talking with their children, early and often, is one of the mostimportant things families
and caregivers can do to build a strong foundation for their children’s education,
providing them not only the best opportunity to grow healthy brains, but healthy

bondsthat will last a lifetime.




then...

How might we leverage this to
strengthen our family, school
and community partnerships?
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Family Engagement Center
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DayByDay Ohio

FAMILY LITERACY CALENDAR

DayByDay Home
Months ~ Get Creative Be Healthy Explore Ohio Read and Learn

vrcnoo- (000000 DDDEDDDDDDRDRDEDEDEDDB0

March 1

4 D 4 .

Sing a Song Watch

January Brings the Snow Harry Kindergarten 4 Seasons in a Year

A O P Sl
Skipping by their fleecy dams.

June brings tulips, lilies, roses,

Fills the children’s hands with posies.
Hot July brings cooling showers,
Apricots and gillyflowers.

August brings the sheaves of corn,
Then the harvest home is borne.
Warm September blows soft

Till the fruit is in the loft.

Brown October brings the pheasant,
Then to gather nuts is pleasant.
sl Oull November brings the blast,
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Launching Your Middle Schooler
to Success

Support your middle schooler’s growing indepandence.

elat wmummomnlm

-uoo\oscnooﬁonmopmom' Bo opon to rstorw\glo(nom

* Mddio schoolons naod rulos. but thay olso have endugh axporence 10 holp sot thom

QD
WA

You stuck with it ond Encourage a growth mindset.
your improvemant * Hoa your middio schoolor workod rau 0N 0 school CesigNMant? Valuo offort ovor results.

shows. © Troot mmastokos s On opportunity | Ioavv&bm avonrything is covy. thore is no growth,
o{mwogomn\odbxhowvomr} % ON thaw own

Teach your middie schooler how to be a strong studont.

* Ecucotion ks real Connoct schookwork to curront events ond future

o Tok obout learmeng/study strategies o beooking uﬁ'onla\omn

* Whot obout the Bockpock Block Holo? Chock in with your middio schookor On missing work
* [voryono Nnoods holp somotimos. rvlwmwzloovuolwlow wp

Stay positive during homework time.

* Homowork Con be tough on evoryono oftor 0 long day. Koop the mood fun ond loving.

® Show that you cora. Liston for the 100t of the probienn ancd Help thom focus on solsons
© DoNt wot Untd frustrotion is of 0 10 Tolk abOout Mow 1O CoRm GOown whon things got tough

Be aware without being too nosy.
@ ® Ask for Information obout oothvities and unstructured time.
® Show Midclo schookor that thay con trust you. You'll be more lely 1o bo kept in the loop.
* Bod naws? Whan your middio schoolon 0pons Up 10 you try not 10 reoct negotively.
What's o foir omount
of tima 1o bo on your

phang? Build structure together.
o Rulon mikidio schoclors still neod thom, Tho Bost nios oro oGty 10 UNCEFLand ondd Conalstent
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* WHot's the point? Tolk cbout wivy the GO IMPONant 10r your Mikko schooks

Provide emotional support.
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o Bo a chooriooder. Toll your micdio schookor how great they are!
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Partnering with Families for
the Middle School Transition

Ohio Statewd
Eric M Ande




Aligning Resources

Partnering with
Families to
Support Early
Literacy

Online Course for Educators

0 THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

Early Literacy Adolescent Literacy
Introduction to Dyslexia, K- Introduction to Dyslexia, 4-
3 and Partnering with 12 and *Foundations of
Families to Support Early Family Engagement for
Literacy Adolescent Literacy (*in

process)



https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/literacypartnershipscourse/
https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/literacypartnershipscourse/
https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/literacypartnershipscourse/

PARTNERSHIPS
FOR LITERACY
TRAINING

for Ohio School District Leaders

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

Partnerships for Literacy I a program by
The Ohio Sisto Univensity 1o provide schools with & Schraibor (Pro K-Grade 2),
BYSIomQR: AP 1o MUy S Snenéenity Gibbs (Grade 3);
e R Canton City School District
gOUR TEAM

Our Partnerships for Litaracy Teamds) over throe yoars our leams hive nchoded

19 Familes | 6 Classroom Toachers | 5 Reading Specialists | 2 Literacy Coaches | 5 Principals |

5 Cormemunity Memders | 1 Limited English Preficency Family Liaison | 2 School Comenunity Workers |
1 Family Lisison

(® OUR PRIORITY AREAS

1. Communication

2. Loaming at Home

3. Communty Parinecships

. OUR ACTION STEPS °OUR IMPACT

In algrment with our priorities in the area of language and iteracy. 32 TEACHERS &.‘z

3 dolormined by our Family and Community Engogoment for more imerSonaly and meanngfully
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National Center Florida Center

on Improving for Reading

Literacy Research
Systems of; Ohio Ohio Statewide
SUppOI’T Department Family

of Engagement

Education Center

State Support Educational

Teams Service

Centers



https://fcrr.org/families
https://fcrr.org/families
https://fcrr.org/families
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Literacy/Dyslexia
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Literacy/Dyslexia
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Literacy/Dyslexia
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Literacy/Dyslexia
https://improvingliteracy.org/
https://improvingliteracy.org/
https://improvingliteracy.org/
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Improvement-and-Innovation/State-Support-Teams
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Improvement-and-Innovation/State-Support-Teams
https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/
https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/
https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/
https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/
https://www.oesca.org/vnews/display.v/SEC/ESCs
https://www.oesca.org/vnews/display.v/SEC/ESCs
https://www.oesca.org/vnews/display.v/SEC/ESCs

Thankyou!

Juakita Bowens

Regional Early Literacy Specialist,
State Support Team 11
juakita.bowens@escco.org

Jen Griffing

Regional Early Literacy Specialist,
State Support Team 9
jen.griffing@sst9.org
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