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1 Understand how the role of vocabulary 
supports reading comprehension

2 Acquire a knowledge of factors that 
inform the design and delivery of 
effective vocabulary instruction

3 Identify practices that support intentional 
and incidental learning instruction 

Outcomes



We are verbivores, a 
species that lives on words, 

and the meaning and use of 
language are bound to be 

among the major things we 
ponder, share and dispute. 

~Pinker (2007, p24)
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The snables tramped the mengs to the 
dwip. The dwip dropped. The mengs 
clambed a sib boogle. The snables 

gicked and gicked.

1. What did the snables do to the mengs?
2. What happened to  the dwip?
3. What kind of boogle did the mengs clamb?
4. What did the snables eventually do?

Kilpatrick, David A. Essentials of Assessing, Preventing, and Overcoming Reading Difficulties. Wiley, 2015.

Kilpatrick, David A. Essentials of Assessing, Preventing, and Overcoming Reading Difficulties. Wiley, 2015. 



5 Factors that 
Inform How to 
Design and Deliver 

Effective Instruction



DEPTH
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GOALS OF 
INSTRUCTION

3
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INSTRUCTIONAL 

FRAMEWORK

Multisensory Teaching of Basic Language Skills,, Birsch and Carreker- Paul H. Brookes Publishing - 2018 (568-69)

rich/ varied 
language 
experiences

teach individual 
words and word 
learning strategies

foster 
word-consciousness 

explicit instruction

use cognitive/ 
metacognitive 
strategies

incorporate 
questioning

opportunities to 
practice with 
feedback 4



1 TAB ONE
Add your own text here

❏ 10- 15 
words per week

❏ 300-400 
words per year

1
How many 
words can a 
teacher target 
for Explicit 
Instruction?

Multisensory Teaching of Basic Language Skills,, Birsch and Carreker- Paul H. Brookes Publishing - 2018 (570)



1 TAB ONE
Add your own text here

● 40,000-50,000 
word meanings

2

How many words 
are in our 
students’ mental 
dictionaries by 
the time they are 
a high school 
graduate?

The Reading Comprehension Blueprint: Helping Students Make Meaning from Text, Hennessy - Paul H. Brookes Publishing - 2021 (62)



Creating Word Conscious 
Classrooms

Intentional 
Instruction Independent

Incidental 
On-Purpose 
Instruction

Direct, explicit 
teaching of 
individual words

Directly teaching 
independent 
word learning 
strategies

Intentionally creating 
language rich 
environments where 
students are immersed 
in words through 
reading, writing, 
speaking, and listening

The Reading Comprehension Blueprint: Helping Students Make Meaning from Text, Hennessy - Paul H. Brookes Publishing - 2021
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Creating Word Conscious 
Classrooms

Intentional Instruction

Direct, explicit teaching of individual words

The Reading Comprehension Blueprint: Helping Students Make Meaning from Text, Hennessy - Paul H. Brookes Publishing - 2021
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Intentional Instruction
★ Choosing Words 

○ tiers of vocabulary
★ Principles of Vocabulary Instruction

○ definition/ context, engagement, exposures
★ Instructional Routines 

○ simple and complex routines
★ Use the Words

○ opportunities to use words, connections, relations
★ Create Representations

○ visual representations
The Reading Comprehension Blueprint: Helping Students Make Meaning from Text, Hennessy - Paul H. Brookes Publishing - 2021)



Choosing Words

Tier 1 Tier 2 Tier 3
common basic words used 
everyday

sophisticated words
high utility
can be used across domains

narrow, content/ domain 
specific

Usefulness and 
Importance

Understanding Growth

Does the word provide accessibility to 
the text?
Is it general purpose word that will be 
encountered in other academic texts?
Does the word have enduring 
importance?

Is the word critical to understanding 
varied levels of text?

Does the word support growing/ 
generating learning of other words?

● Morphological family
● Demantic relatives
● Multiple meanings

The Reading Comprehension Blueprint: Helping Students Make Meaning from Text, Hennessy - Paul H. Brookes Publishing - 2021



Principles of Instruction

Definition and 
Contextual information 
about targeted words

Opportunity for 
Engagement in deep 
processing of 
word-generating 
information that 
connects to known 
information

Multiple exposure to 
targeted words both 
expressively and 
receptively

The Reading Comprehension Blueprint: Helping Students Make Meaning from Text, Hennessy - Paul H. Brookes Publishing - 2021



Instructional Routines

The Reading Comprehension Blueprint: Helping Students Make Meaning from Text, Hennessy - Paul H. Brookes Publishing (Download Hub)- 2021



Processing and Practice Activities

The Reading Comprehension Blueprint: Helping Students Make Meaning from Text, Hennessy - Paul H. Brookes Publishing - 2021

Connections Representations Use
❏ semantic maps
❏ scaling
❏ concept maps
❏ semantic feature 

analysis

❏ visuals/ pictures
❏ word walls
❏ gestures/ 

movement

❏ questions
❏ writing prompts
❏ conversation 

prompts



1 TAB ONE
Add your own text here

INclusive
Practices

English Learners and Students with Disabilities 

❏ include relationships to 
cognates for tier 2 
words

❏ additional scaffolding 
when creating semantic 
maps

❏ create sentence stems, 
word banks

❏ include gestures
❏ combination of 

modalities

Multisensory Teaching of Basic Language Skills,, Birsch and Carreker- Paul H. Brookes Publishing - 2018



Creating Word Conscious 
Classrooms

Incidental On-Purpose Instruction

Intentionally creating language rich environments 
where students are immersed in words through 

reading, writing, speaking, and listening

The Reading Comprehension Blueprint: Helping Students Make Meaning from Text, Hennessy - Paul H. Brookes Publishing - 2021
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Incidental On-Purpose
★ Point of Contact Teaching

○ “just in time”, substitutions, synonyms

★ Teacher-Student Talk
○ rich oral language, academic, Socratic Circles

★ Wide Reading (Shared, Independent)
○ structured independent

Multisensory Teaching of Basic Language Skills,, Birsch and Carreker- Paul H. Brookes Publishing - 2018



Point of Contact Teaching

❏ “just in time”, substitutions, synonyms

❏ intentional word choice

❏ should not interrupt the flow of reading

❏ limited  number of words per page

❏ student or teacher led

Multisensory Teaching of Basic Language Skills,, Birsch and Carreker- Paul H. Brookes Publishing - 2018



Teacher-Student Talk

❏ Rich oral language- quality over quantity

❏ Academic Conversations or Socratic Circles

Core discussion skills:
• elaborate & clarify
• support ideas with examples
• build on and challenge partner’s idea
• paraphrase and synthesize

Multisensory Teaching of Basic Language Skills,, Birsch and Carreker- Paul H. Brookes Publishing - 2018



Wide Reading
Shared and Independent

❏ academic text-more unique words

❏ independent reading powerful predictor of student 
vocabulary and background knowledge

❏ Readers in K-6 learn more words by listening to read 
alouds,and it facilitates the understanding of complex text 
(Carlisle and Katz, 2005)

Multisensory Teaching of Basic Language Skills,, Birsch and Carreker- Paul H. Brookes Publishing - 2018



Wide Reading
Shared 

Purposeful planning matters- Guidelines (Kindle, 2009)

• identify words for incidental on-purpose instruction

• identify appropriate strategies (synonym, gestures, 
question, etc)

• Infuse the words in the classroom

Multisensory Teaching of Basic Language Skills,, Birsch and Carreker- Paul H. Brookes Publishing - 2018



Wide Reading
Independent

Purposeful planning matters- Guidelines (Kindle, 2009)

• book choice plays a role in vocabulary acquisition
• independent reading should be active

General Questions:
Identify at least one new word you learned.
Identify what you think the author wanted you to learn.
Identify why this reading is important.

The Reading Comprehension Blueprint: Helping Students Make Meaning from Text, Hennessy - Paul H. Brookes Publishing - 2021
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1 TAB ONE
Add your own text here

INclusive
Practices

English Learners and Students with Disabilities 

❏ scaffold word wall 
with visuals

❏ language frames or 
prompts

❏ benefits of read 
alouds

❏ audiobooks

Multisensory Teaching of Basic Language Skills,, Birsch and Carreker- Paul H. Brookes Publishing - 2018



Creating Word Conscious 
Classrooms

Independent

Directly teaching independent word learning 
strategies

The Reading Comprehension Blueprint: Helping Students Make Meaning from Text, Hennessy - Paul H. Brookes Publishing - 2021
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Independent

★ Dictionaries
○ different types
○ online resources 

★ Context Clues
○ should be taught why and when to use context clues
○ how to look for clues
○ how to use clues 



Independent

★ Morphology
○ morphemes carry meaning
○ strong relationship between morphological awareness 

and vocabulary knowledge
○ 60% of word meaning can be predicted through 

morphemes (Nagy & Anderson, 1984)
○ teach students an instructional routine to determine 

word meaning



1 TAB ONE
Add your own text here

INclusive
Practices

English Learners and Students with Disabilities 

❏ intensive instruction 
with visual cues

❏ increased amount of 
time for practice

❏ teach cognates 
when applicable

Multisensory Teaching of Basic Language Skills,, Birsch and Carreker- Paul H. Brookes Publishing - 2018



Creating Word Conscious 
Classrooms

Intentional Instruction Independent
Incidental 

On-Purpose 
Instruction

★ Choosing Words
★ Principles of 

Instruction
★ Instructional Routines
★ Use the Words
★ Create 

Representations

★ Dictionaries
★ Context Clues
★ Morphology

★ Point of Contact 
Teaching

★ Teacher-Student Talk
★ Wide Reading 

(Shared, 
Independent)

The Reading Comprehension Blueprint: Helping Students Make Meaning from Text, Hennessy - Paul H. Brookes Publishing - 2021



How do you know where to start 
with vocabulary instruction?

ASSESSMENT DATA



Word Knowledge Survey

The Reading Comprehension Blueprint: Helping Students Make 
Meaning from Text, Hennessy - Paul H. Brookes Publishing - 2021)



Vocabulary

sculpture (5/20)

incredible (17/20)

strike (10/20)

deflated (12/20)

temporary (7/20)

emerging (8/20)

gestured (8/20)



Creating Word Conscious 
Classrooms

Intentional Instruction Independent
Incidental 

On-Purpose 
Instruction

WORD(s): emerging

Strategy: Simple 
Instructional routine

WORD(s): sculptor, 
deflated

Strategy: morphology

WORD(s): temporary

Strategy: “just in time”, 
synonym

The Reading Comprehension Blueprint: Helping Students Make Meaning from Text, Hennessy - Paul H. Brookes Publishing - 2021



Application
Directions:
1. Read the passage
2. Determine which vocabulary 

words to teach
3. Identify the instructional 

strategy you will use to 
teach each word and a 
rationale for your choice



Word Consciousness
Successful 

language users 
develop word 

consciousness, 
or “ an 

awareness of 
and interest in 

words and their 
meanings.” 

~Graves 
(2006,p.7)

Multisensory Teaching of Basic Language Skills,, Birsch and Carreker- Paul H. Brookes Publishing - 2018 (587)



What insights 
have you gained 
about vocabulary 
instruction?



1 Understand how the role of vocabulary 
supports reading comprehension

2 Acquire a knowledge of factors that 
inform the design and delivery of 
effective vocabulary instruction

3 Identify practices that support intentional 
and incidental learning instruction 

Outcomes



Thank you for your participation!
Denise Malkovits
Regional Early Literacy Specialist

Certified Structured Literacy Dyslexia Interventionist

denise.malkovits@sstr5.org


