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Session Agenda

➔ Introductions, Inclusion Activity

➔Background Knowledge (What does the research 

tell us?)

➔Writing and Literacy (One Piece of the Puzzle)

➔Model a Scaffolded Routine with Summarization

➔Organize & Integrate (Resources to Build/Add to 

Your Tool Box)



"If today’s youngsters cannot… 

● read with understanding, 

● think about and analyze what they’ve read, and 
● write clearly and effectively about what they’ve 

learned and what they think, 

…then they may never be able to do justice to their 
talents and their potential." 

Vartan Gregorian, Writing Next (2007)



Agenda Item #2

Background Knowledge: 

What Does the 

Research Tell Us?



Writing Instruction in Action

Implementing Ohio’s Plan to Raise Literacy Achievement: Grades 6-12 (2023)

Secondary students should…
➔Engage in (varied) writing tasks daily
➔Get collaborative, structured feedback
➔Learn writing skills and processes 

explicitly
➔Follow a scope and sequence of skills

(p. 23)

https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Literacy/Implementing-Ohio%E2%80%99s-Plan-to-Raise-Literacy-Ach-1/6-12-Literacy-Implementation-Guide-2023.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US


Writing Instruction in Action

Common Issues in Writing
➔Often lack critical reading skills
➔Tend to lack understanding of grammar concepts
➔Difficulty editing their own writing, others’ writing
➔Hard time ID or creating a logical sequence of ideas
➔Lack a strong vocabulary
➔Don’t effectively use pre-writing strategies (don’t 

know where to start)
(Sedita, 2024)



A Call to Action

● Every state should revisit standards and include a comprehensive 
writing policy

● Double the amount of time most students spend writing, requiring 
a writing plan in every district, with writing taught in all subjects 
and in all grade levels

● Completion of a course in writing theory and practice as a 
condition for teacher licensing

(2003)



Writing Instruction in Action
GL/Test # Type(s) of extended written response

3rd Grade 1 Opinion OR Informative/Explanatory

4th Grade 1 Opinion OR Informative/Explanatory

5th Grade 1 Opinion OR Informative/Explanatory

6th Grade 2 Argument AND Informative/Explanatory

7th Grade 2 Argument AND Informative/Explanatory

8th Grade 2 Argument AND Informative/Explanatory

ELA I 2 Argument AND Informative/Explanatory

ELA II 2 Argument AND Informative/Explanatory



What does the Research Tell Us?

IES Guide for 
Secondary 
Students

Writing Next
Writing to 

Read



What does the Research Tell Us?

IES Guide for 
Secondary 
Students

Writing Next
Writing to 

ReadRecommendation 1A - Explicitly teach 
appropriate writing strategies

3-2-1 Summary Strategy 
(social studies)



What does the Research Tell Us?

IES Guide for 
Secondary 
Students

Writing to 
Read

Writing Next
Key Element 2: 
Summarization

Explicitly and 
systematically 

teaching students 
how to summarize 

text



What does the Research Tell Us?

IES Guide for 
Secondary 
Students

Writing Next
Writing to 

Read

P1 - Have students write summaries of a 
text (summaries of a text)

P2 -Teach writing skills and processes for 
creating text (structures for writing, 
paragraph/sentence construction)

P3 - Increase how much students write 



(Beringer, 2006; Keys to Literacy)



The Cognitive Model of Reading









Process & Reflection

Please turn to an “elbow” 
partner and have this 

conversation…

How has my thinking 
been challenged?

What was confirmed?



Agenda Item #3

Writing and Literacy:

One Ingredient of the Recipe



Transferring New Skills to Practice

Presenter 
explains concept

Presenter 
models concept

Participants 
practice during 

training

Participants receive 
ongoing feedback in a 

real setting



Adolescent Literacy: The Dish



Ingredient - Student Discourse

5 Core Academic Conversation Skills
1. Posing Initial Ideas

2. Clarifying
3. Supporting with Evidence

4. Building Ideas
5. Evaluate, Compare, and Choose One 

Idea over Others (Arguments)

*In addition to cognitive, verbal, nonverbal skills needed

(pp.9-16)



Ingredient - Reading

What is Comprehension?

● Act of understanding what you have 

read
● Extract meaning from what you read
● The understanding and 

interpretation of what you have read
● Making sense of what you read

Anita Archer: “Intervening with 
Older Students”

Comprehension is an OUTCOME, not a STRATEGY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RejMzlAfc-0&list=PLDB1C5-YO_jgJ0NktL05BofewWVAZi3Uu&index=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RejMzlAfc-0&list=PLDB1C5-YO_jgJ0NktL05BofewWVAZi3Uu&index=5


Writing to Learn Strategies (Examples)

Wisconsin 
Department of 

Education



Writing to Learn Strategies (Examples)



Process & Reflection

Please turn to an “elbow” 
partner and have this 

conversation…

How has my thinking 
been challenged?

What was confirmed?



Agenda Item #4

Writing Instruction with a 

Scope and Sequence



Explicit Instruction



Explicit Instruction



Explicit Instruction

(Fisher & Frey, 2006; Pearson & Gallagher, 1983)



Writing Next: Grades 4-12

Writing Strategies (.82)

Summarizing (.82)

Collaborative Writing (.75)

Specific Product Goals (.70)

Word Processing (.55)

Sentence Combining (.50)

Pre-Writing (.32)

Inquiry Activities (.32)

Process Writing Approach 
(.32)

Study of Models (.25)

Writing for Content 
Learning (.23)



Teach Students…

1. What a summary is and is not

1. Skills to ID main ideas

1. How to generate summaries from non-text and 
text

2. How to use scaffolds to support summary 
writing

Summarizing

(Sedita, 2024)



Goal of this Activity
★ Work together to craft a well-written summary

Important Skills
★ Identify key words and phrases in each paragraph
★ Create a summary sentence for each paragraph
★ Combine summary statements to produce an 

overall summary (for 3 paragraphs)

Summarizing



Defining Terminology

Big Idea Topic (BIT): includes the big idea of the 
passage (subject/verb/descriptor); gives us a sense 
of what the passage is about

Key Words & Phrases (KWP): Most important 
who or what and what is happening

Main Ideas (MI): Most important information 
about a person, place, object, or event; complete 
sentence and contains most important KWPs

Summarizing



For some, summer vacation meant professional 
development and growth. Freed from the constraints 
of lesson planning and deadlines, educators eagerly 
sought out workshops, conferences, and seminars to 
enhance their teaching practices. They delved into 
the latest research and pedagogical trends, eager to 
return to the classroom armed with fresh ideas and 
strategies to engage their students. 

Sample Paragraph Example



Key Words and Phrases:
● Professional development and growth
● Workshops, conferences, seminars
● Fresh ideas and strategies
● Improve student engagement

MI Sentence: Teachers use summer for 
professional growth, attending events to enhance 
strategies and bring new ideas to the classroom.

Sample Paragraph Example



What is the Big Idea Topic?

Title:
Embracing the Serenity                                                                                                       
of Summer

Summarizing

Big Idea Topic:
_______   _______
_______   _______



As the final school bell chimed, signaling the end of 
another academic year, teachers everywhere 
breathed a collective sigh of relief.  Summer vacation 
had arrived, and with it came a well-deserved respite 
from the hustle and bustle of the classroom.  For 
many educators, this time off was more than just a 
break; it was an opportunity to recharge, reflect, and 
rejuvenate. (see handout)

Embracing the Serenity of Summer (I Do)



Key Words and Phrases:
● Sigh of relief
● Vacation had arrived
● Well-deserved respite
● Recharge, reflect, and rejuvenate

MI Sentence: The end of the school year, with 
teachers relieved for summer vacation, means 
recharging and reflecting.

Embracing the Serenity of Summer (I Do)



Amidst the warmth of the summer sun, teachers 
found themselves embracing a slower pace of life.  
Gone were the early morning alarms and endless 
stacks of paperwork to grade.  Instead, they savor 
leisurely mornings sipping coffee or exploring new 
hobbies they set aside during the school year.  
Whether it was traveling to exotic destinations or 
simply spending quality time with loved ones, these 
activities brought them joy and fulfillment.  

Embracing the Serenity of Summer (We Do)



Key Words and Phrases:
● Slower pace of life
● Leisurely
● Exploring new hobbies
● Joy and fulfillment

MI Sentence: Summer brings teachers a slower 
pace of life, where they enjoy leisurely activities that 
bring them joy and fulfillment.

Embracing the Serenity of Summer (We Do)



As the days grew longer and the evenings warmer, 
teachers relished in the simple pleasures of life. 
Whether it was lounging by the pool with a good 
book or hosting backyard barbecues with colleagues, 
they embraced the opportunity to unwind and 
reconnect with themselves and their community. 
Summer vacation wasn’t just a break from work; it 
was a chance for teachers to nurture their own well-
being and return renewed and ready to inspire the 
next generation.

Embracing the Serenity of Summer (You Do)



Key Words and Phrases:
● Opportunity to unwind and reconnect
● Nurture their own well-being
● Return renewed
● Inspire the next generation

MI Sentence: During summer, teachers use their 
break to unwind, reconnect, and renew for their own 
well-being so they can return to inspire students. 

Embracing the Serenity of Summer (You Do)



How to Write a Summary

1. ID main ideas, distinguish from details

1. Write main ideas in sentence form

1. Combine the sentences

1. Incorporate transition words

1. Proofread

Summarizing

(Sedita, 2024)



The end of the school year, with teachers relieved for 
summer vacation, means recharging and reflecting. 
Summer brings teachers a slower pace of life, where 
they can enjoy leisurely activities that bring them joy 
and fulfillment. Ultimately, teachers use their break 
to unwind, reconnect, and renew for their own well-
being so they can return to inspire students.

Embracing the Serenity of Summer (Model)



Sample Pacing Guide/Scope & Sequence



View & Discuss: Reading & Writing in Science

How do reading, 
writing, and discourse 

work together?

How was mentor texts 
used effectively in this 

video?

How does writing 
support student 

thinking?



Agenda Item #5

Organize & Integrate: 

Resources to Build/Add to 

Your Tool Box



Resources - Padlet

https://statesupportteam1.padlet.org/nicholasjacobs/explicit-writing-instruction-olih7l68at3g0ptj


Resources - Books, Practice Guides



Resources - Online Resources



Resources - Disciplinary Literacy
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