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Objectives

● Understand the reasons why writing is important.
● Review the research consensus on effective writing instruction.
● Evaluate handwriting checklist.
● Adopt evidence based practices for foundational skills and 

sentence composition.
● Evaluate grade level expectations for composition and 

transcription skills.
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Why is Writing So Challenging?

Jot down a brief explanation 



Short URLThe Simple View of Reading Ohio’s Plan to Raise Literacy Achievement 
page 25

https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Literacy/Ohios-Plan-to-Raise-Literacy-Achievement.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
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The Simple View of Writing

K-5 Literacy Implementation Guidebook page 23

(St. Martin, et. al., 2020) 

Foundational Writing 
Skills

Handwriting
Spelling

Punctuation 
Letter formation

Composition Skills
Organization

Text structures
Vocabulary

Syntax
Topic Knowledge 

https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Literacy/Implementing-Ohio%E2%80%99s-Plan-to-Raise-Literacy-Ach-1/K-5-Literacy-Implementation-Guide-2023.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
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Writing as the Mental Juggling Act
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Writing is More Difficult than Reading

Context Processor

Meaning Processor

Orthographic ProcessorPhonological Processor

Graphomotor System

Phonics
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Evidence Based Practices

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/WWC/PracticeGuide/17
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/WWC/PracticeGuide/17
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Recommendations

1. Provide daily time for students to write

2. Teach students to use the writing process 
for a variety of purposes.

3. Teach students to become fluent with 
handwriting, spelling, sentence 
construction, typing, and word processing.

4. Create an engaged community of writers.

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/WWC/PracticeGuide/17
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/WWC/PracticeGuide/17
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Recommendations

1.  Have students write about the texts they 
read. 

2. Teach students the writing skills and 
processes that go into creating text.

3.  Increase how much students write. 
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Simple View of Writing

Foundational 
Writing Skills

● Letter Formation
● Handwriting or 

Typing Fluency
● Spelling
● Punctuation
● Word/Sentence 

spatial 
organization



Short URL

Let Your Students Be The Star Of The
STOP, PINCH, LIFT Show!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fd1Rjo7ohKE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fd1Rjo7ohKE


Short URL

Take Your Positions, Please
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Take Your Positions, Please
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Does Handwriting Matter?

Let’s Prove It!

1.Use blank paper.
2.Think and write for 90 seconds about your family.

•Plan for 30 seconds.
•Write for 60 seconds.

3.Use your non-dominant hand!
4.Start when I say, “GO”!

(Adapted from Graham & Santangelo, 2012)
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Now Let’s Do it Differently!

1.Use blank paper.
2. Keep on writing about your family
•Write for 60 seconds.
3.Use your dominant hand!
4.Start when I say, “GO”!

(Adapted from Graham & Santangelo, 2012)
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Think - Write-Pair - Share

Count the number of words you wrote with your 
nondominant hand and compare that number with 
the number of words you wrote with your dominant hand.

Describe your experience.
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Cursive
Typical adults can produce the alphabet, in cursive from A–Z,
 in 20–30 seconds.
Frequent, distributed warm-up exercises asking students to write 
the alphabet support their automaticity. 

Can you write the lowercase letters in cursive within 20 seconds?
Get ready, get set, GO! 
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What is the Connection between Handwriting and Reading?

Really Great Reading

Letter Recognition Phonics and Spelling

Memory Retention Reading 
Comprehension

https://www.reallygreatreading.com/Connection_between_Handwriting_and_Reading
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Handwriting Instruction Checklist
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Simple View of Writing

Foundational 
Writing Skills

● Letter Formation
● Handwriting or 

Typing Fluency
● Spelling
● Punctuation
● Word/Sentence 

spatial 
organization
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Simple View of Writing

Foundational 
Writing Skills

● Letter Formation
● Handwriting or 

Typing Fluency
● Spelling
● Punctuation
● Word/Sentence 

spatial 
organization

         Composition
                Skills

● Topic Knowledge
● Vocabulary/Word Choice
● Sentence Formulation
● Grammar and Usage
● Literary Forms (e.g., genres)
● Organization of Ideas
● Audience Awareness
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Simple View of Writing

Foundational 
Writing Skills

● Letter Formation
● Handwriting or 

Typing Fluency
● Spelling
● Punctuation
● Word/Sentence 

spatial 
organization

         Composition
                Skills

● Topic Knowledge
● Vocabulary/Word Choice
● Sentence Formulation
● Grammar and Usage
● Literary Forms (e.g., genres)
● Organization of Ideas
● Audience Awareness
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Sentence Combining

Teach the Process of Writing, Text Structures for 
Writing, Paragraph or Sentence Construction 
Skills (Improves Reading Comprehension) 
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Why Teach Sentence Combining?

● Teach grammar and usage
● Encourages more complex sentences
● Gives students various options for crafting sentences
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Complete Sentences and Fragments

● Nature is wonderful.
● When a snake sheds his skin
● Although, ants carry pieces of food
● We can learn from nature.
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Sentence Types

● Statement We can learn many things from nature.

● Question Have you ever spent a day in nature?

● Exclamation The gorilla pounded her chest!

● Command Watch the zebras graze in the grassy field.
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Simple Sentence Builders

Who or What? Action? Who or What? Where? 
When? How?

Lions hunt.

Lions hunt for their prey.

Lions hunt for their prey in the grasslands.



Short URL

Simple Sentence Builders

Who or What? Action? Who or What? Where? 
When? How?

Flowers  grow

Flowers grow

YOU DO
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Sentence Anagrams

wonderful. Nature is

wonderful nature is
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Sentence Anagrams

change into Caterpillars butterflies.

change into caterpillars butterflies 
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Sentence Anagrams
YOU DO

requires
of 
writing
composition
and

skills 
foundational 
integration
the
writing

Writing requires the integration of foundational writing skills and composition.



Short URL

Sentence Combining

● Simple and Compound Sentences
● Expanding Sentences
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Sentence Combining: Compound Subjects

Dolphins swim in the ocean.

Fish swim in the ocean. 

_______                ______________________ 

Dolphins and fish swim in the ocean.
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Sentence Combining: Compound Subjects

YOU DO

The gorilla protected her baby from danger.

The giraffe protected her baby from danger.

_______                ______________________ 

The gorilla and giraffe protected their babies from danger.
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Sentence Combining: Compound Predicates

The beavers build a home in a stream with branches.

The beavers build a home in a stream with mud.

_____________________________ 

The beavers build a home in a stream with branches and mud.
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Sentence Combining: Compound Predicates

YOU DO

Flowers bloom in the spring.

Flowers look pretty.

_____________________________ 

Flowers bloom in the spring and look pretty.
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Simple and Compound Sentences

Joining two sentences (two complete thoughts) 
together with coordinating conjunctions:

Dolphins swim in the ocean.

Birds fly in the sky.

__________________ ___________ 

Dolphins swim in the ocean, and birds fly in 
the sky.
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Simple and Compound Sentences

YOU DO

The tadpole became a frog.

The caterpillar became a butterfly.

__________________ ___________ 

The tadpole became a frog, but the 
caterpillar became a butterfly.
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Sentence Combining: Conjunctions

The beavers’ dam washed away in the flowing water.

The beavers worked together to rebuild the dam.

_____________________________ 

The beavers’ dam washed away in the flowing water, so 
they worked together to rebuild the dam.
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Sentence Combining: Conjunctions

YOU DO

The lion knew it was time to eat.

The lion chased his prey.

_____________________________ 

The lion knew it was time to eat, so he chased his prey.

The lion chased his prey because he knew it was time to eat.

Since the lion knew it was time to eat, he chased his prey.
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Sentence Strategies Can Be Practiced In: 

● Morning message
● Calendar time
● Read Alouds
● Shared Reading
● Do  Nows/Warm Ups/Bell Ringers
● Exit Slips
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Writing Expectations

Ohio DEW Science of Reading LMS Module 10 Lesson 3
2020 Keys to Literacy
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High Quality Instructional Materials
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Keep on Learning

Want to Improve
Children’s Writing?
Don’t Neglect Their 

Handwriting

By Steve Graham 

Ohio’s Introduction to the 
Science of Reading

How Handwriting Supports 
the Science of Reading

https://www.aft.org/sites/default/files/graham.pdf
https://www.aft.org/sites/default/files/graham.pdf
https://www.aft.org/sites/default/files/graham.pdf
https://www.aft.org/sites/default/files/graham.pdf
https://www.aft.org/sites/default/files/graham.pdf
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Literacy/The-Science-of-Reading/Professional-Development-in-the-Science-of-Reading/Accessing-the-SoR-Pathways.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Literacy/The-Science-of-Reading/Professional-Development-in-the-Science-of-Reading/Accessing-the-SoR-Pathways.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://www.voyagersopris.com/podcast/2022/how-handwriting-supports-the-science-of-reading
https://www.voyagersopris.com/podcast/2022/how-handwriting-supports-the-science-of-reading
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Objectives

● Understand the reasons why writing is important.
● Review the research consensus on effective writing instruction.
● Evaluate handwriting checklist.
● Adopt evidence based practices for foundational skills and 

sentence composition.
● Evaluate grade level expectations for composition and 

transcription skills.

How did we do?
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Reflection and Next Steps

What’s going well with your 
writing instruction?

What are your areas of 
refinement?

I commit to…
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Resources

LETRS Third Edition

WWC | Practice Guides - Institute of Education Sciences

Reading Rockets

The Writing Revolution

Writing to Read: Evidence for How Writing Can Improve ...

https://www.lexialearning.com/letrs
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuides
https://www.readingrockets.org/reading-101/reading-101-learning-modules/course-modules/writing
https://www.thewritingrevolution.org/
https://www.carnegie.org/publications/writing-to-read-evidence-for-how-writing-can-improve-reading/

