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DISCLAIMER

This presentation contains examples and resource materials that are provided for the 
user’s convenience. The inclusion of any material is not intended to reflect its 
importance, nor is it intended to endorse any views expressed, or products or services. 
These materials may contain the views and recommendations of the presenter as well 
as hypertext links, contact addresses and websites to information created and 
maintained by other public and private organizations. The opinions expressed in any 
of these materials do not necessarily reflect the positions or policies of the U.S. 
Department of Education or Ohio Department of Education and Workforce. The U.S. 
Department of Education and Ohio Department of Education and Workforce do not 
control or guarantee the accuracy, relevance, timeliness, or completeness of any 
outside information included in these materials. Mentions of specific programs or 
products in these examples are designed to provide clearer understanding and are not 
meant as endorsements.



ALIGNING MATERIALS (AND PRACTICES!) WITH 
OHIO’S PLAN TO RAISE LITERACY ACHIEVEMENT

KIM DAVIS
Emergent Literacy Specialist 



OBJECTIVES

• Understand the how and why behind high-quality instructional materials

• Identify tools to use when reviewing curriculum, materials, and practices

• Identify an appropriate process for reviewing curriculum and materials
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RELEASED IN 2024

• Consensus study report

• From the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and 

Medicine

• Examines preschool curriculum quality for children from 

ages three to five



KEY TAKEAWAYS

“Curriculum is a critical determinant of the quality and effectiveness of a 

preschool program.”

“Evidence-based preschool curriculum that is well implemented promotes 

[positive] outcomes in mathematics, language, literacy, and social-

emotional skills…”
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IES PRACTICE GUIDE

• Recent research has identified practices that have the 
potential to prepare young children to benefit from 
the learning opportunities they will encounter in 
school.

• Details seven evidence-based practices designed to 
be used by teachers; center and program directors; 
district or state personnel involved in adopting 
curricula for preschool programs; and parents and 
caregivers.



KEY TAKEAWAYS AROUND LANGUAGE AND LITERACY 

This Phot o by Un known Author is l icensed under CC BY-NC

• Intentionally plan activities to build 

children’s vocabulary and language.

• Build children’s knowledge of letters and 

sounds.

• Use shared book reading to develop 

children’s language, knowledge of print 

features, and knowledge of the world.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/all4ed/36106496560
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


TURN AND TALK 

With a partner or group at your table 

describe your: 

• Last curriculum adoption process

• Onboarding or training with a 

curriculum 



WHEN TEACHERS DON’T HAVE ACCESS

• Teachers spend 7-12 hours per week 
searching for and creating instructional 
resources (free and paid), drawing from 
a variety of resources, many of them 
unvetted 

GOLDBERG, M. (2016). CLASSROOM TRENDS: TEACHERS AS BUYERS OF INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND USERS OF 

TECHNOLOGY. K-12 MARKET ADVISORS. RETRIEVED FROM: HTTPS://MDREDUCATION.COM/REPORTS/CLASSROOM-TRENDS-

TEACHERSBUYERS-INSTRUCTIONAL-MATERIALS-USERS-TECHNOLOGY



WHEN TEACHERS DON’T HAVE ACCESS

Opfer, V., Kaufman, J., Thompson, L. (2016). Implementation of K-12 State 
Standards for Mathematics and English Language Arts and Literacy. Santa 
Monica, CA: RAND Corporation.



PREKINDERGARTEN CURRICULUM REPORTING (MARCH)

18.70%

81.30%

Unapproved Materials Approved Materials 12



TURN AND TALK – TABLE DISCUSSION

TURN AND TALK 

With a partner or group at your 

table, describe your: 

• Lesson and unit planning 

processes

• Planning for differentiation

• Centers and/or play areas



OHIO’S READY SCHOOL GUIDE FOR LANGUAGE AND LITERACY 

• Support early care and education 

programs in providing high-quality 

evidence-based language and literacy 

practices. 

• Focuses on high-quality instruction, key 

beliefs and dispositions, family 

partnerships, and multi-tiered systems of 

support. 



HIGH QUALITY 
INSTRUCTION

Self-assess knowledge 

and practices of the 

early care and education 

program. 
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LET'S PRACTICE 

• Read the indicator.

• Read the score 

descriptors.

• Where do you place your 

current classroom, 

school, etc.? 

• Why? 
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LEARNING MORE

• Use in tandem with Ready 

Schools

• Provides actionable activities 

and explanations for teachers 

and administrators
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HIGHLIGHTS
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HIGHLIGHTS



LET’S PRACTICE 

• Read the look fors.

• Which occur in your 

current classroom(s)?

• How often? 

• Why or why not? 



REFLECTION

• Program practices

• Classroom 
practices

• Teacher practices

• Administrator 
practices

• What other sources 

of information 

could help inform 

the selection of 

curriculum and 

materials?



DATA
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LOCAL DATA

• Curriculum-based assessment

• Screening measures

• Diagnostic measures

• Family surveys
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PROCESS

Explore

Select

Support

Implement

Monitor



SUPPORTING THE PROCESS 
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ESTABLISH A TEAM DEVELOP COMMON DEFINITIONS 

AND UNDERSTANDINGS 

WHERE DO WE START? 



PROCESS

Explore

Select

Support

Implement

Monitor



ANALYSIS OF DATA

Primary 
analysis

Secondary 
analysis

Professional 
Development 

• Requirements

• What skills are 
needed based on 
data? 

• Usability 

• Time for preparation

• Science of Reading

• Curriculum 



TURNA AND TALK SESSIONS

TURN AND TALK

Have you ever completed a 

secondary analysis of 

materials or curriculum?

• Why or why not?

• Positives? Negatives?



PROCESS

Explore

Select

Support

Implement

Monitor



PROCESS

Explore

Select

Support

Implement

Monitor



FIDELITY OF INSTRUCTIONAL IMPLEMENTATION
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PROCESS

Explore

Select

Support

Implement

Monitor



QUESTIONS

•ReadOhio@education.ohio.gov

•Kimberly.Davis@education.ohio.gov 
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education.ohio.gov/LiteracyAcademy

QUESTIONS?

QUESTIONS



education.ohio.gov/LiteracyAcademy
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