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This presentation contains examples and resource materials that are provided 
for the user’s convenience. The inclusion of any material is not intended to 
reflect its importance, nor is it intended to endorse any views expressed, or 
products or services. These materials may contain the views and 
recommendations of the presenter as well as hypertext links, contact 
addresses and websites to information created and maintained by other public 
and private organizations. The opinions expressed in any of these materials do 
not necessarily reflect the positions or policies of the U.S. Department of 
Education or Ohio Department of Education and Workforce. The U.S. 
Department of Education and Ohio Department of Education and Workforce do 
not control or guarantee the accuracy, relevance, timeliness, or completeness 
of any outside information included in these materials. Mentions of specific 
programs or products in these examples are designed to provide clearer 
understanding and are not meant as endorsements.
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OBJECTIVES
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• Learn core components of an effective writing framework

• Learn practical strategies for classroom implementation

• Develop an action plan for school wide adoption

• Leave with at least one strategy and maybe a new friend who also drinks too much 
coffee



BUT I HAVE TO TEACH ESSAYS

• Why syntax? “There is now a slew of rigorous studies revealing that an 
understanding of syntax is correlated with reading comprehension. That simply 
means that students who know more about how sentences are constructed do 
better on reading comprehension measures.”
Shanahan, T (2002)

• “Children who are exposed to a variety of increasingly sophisticated written 
sentence constructions have better comprehension and more syntactic 
knowledge. Correspondingly, children with highly developed syntactic knowledge 
are better able to comprehend text that has more complex syntactic 
constructions.” Wolf, Gottwald, et al., (2009)



ANOTHER WAY TO THINK ABOUT IT

Increasingly 
Automatic

Working 
Memory Usage

William Van Cleave

Transcription 
Skills

Translation 
Skills

Foundational Writing Skills –
handwriting, spelling, 

punctuation, letter formation

Composition Skills –
organization, text structures, 

vocabulary, syntax, topic 
knowledge



Syntactic Awareness
• Syntax is the study and understanding of grammar – the system and arrangement of words, 

phrases, and clauses that make up a sentence. In order to comprehend a sentence, the reader 
must process, store (in working memory), and integrate a variety of syntactic and word 
meaning information (Paris & Hamilton, 2009).

• Syntactic Awareness means having the ability to monitor the relationships among the words in 
a sentence in order to understand while reading or composing orally or in writing. Students 
build syntactic awareness through exposure to oral language when they are young and 
particularly through exposure to written language that they hear through read aloud or 
independent reading (around grade 3).

Keys to Beginning Reading Module 6 Joan Sedita

WE MUST BUILD...



THOUGHTS ON WRITING
Teaching writing stamina and strategies to students significantly boosts their overall 
literacy by strengthening their ability to think critically, organize ideas, and express 
themselves clearly across all subjects. When students build writing stamina, they 
learn to sustain focus, develop deeper thoughts, and push past initial writer’s block—
skills that are essential not only for writing but also for reading comprehension and 
verbal communication. Strategic writing instruction helps students recognize text 
structures, expand their vocabulary, and make connections between ideas, all of 
which contribute to stronger reading and analytical skills. Ultimately, writing 
becomes a tool for learning, reflection, and expression, reinforcing every facet of 
literacy in the middle school years and beyond.
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LHMS TIMELINE
2020- Developed an instructional framework 

2021- Building implementation of Framework 

2022- Plan for training teachers & doing aligned writing focus and formed 
literacy team in the spring

2023- Literacy team started planning and training

2024-Writing framework implementation

2025- Revised framework and continuation
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S.T.R.O.N.G FRAMEWORK
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INITIAL FRAMEWORK
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PUSH BACK TO “SUCCESS"
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• “I was excited to hear that the district was pushing for a cohesive writing system. I did have a fear that some teachers may not
be willing to comply.

• I have seen my students go from not being able to identify a subject from a predicate, to being able to write in descriptive 
complete sentences. They are also now able to use correct mechanics.”

• “I was very excited to hear about TWR, as all classes in the district should be teaching the same thing when it comes to writing
so students gain knowledge of how to write. It seems to have differed from class to class, year to year confusing students.”

• “I was like, "One more thing I don't have time for!" After reflecting on what I had learned, I found a seamless way to 
incorporate the strategies into what I was already doing. I have seen growth in the students' abilities to write more detailed 
sentences and deeper explanations during sense-making responses in Science.”



FIRST YEAR RESULTS
Beginning of the year: Resource
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Middle of the year: Resource



FIRST YEAR RESULTS 2
Prompt: General Education
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Progress: General Education



FIRST YEAR RESULTS 3
Beginning of the year: Cluster
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Middle of the year: Cluster



MOVING FORWARD
We plan to adjust the "pacing" for our building and 
specifically our ELA-driven classes as needed. Our Literacy 
team decided to speed up the writing portion before testing 
and using a spiral approach to writing skills in isolation.
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CONTENT AREA TEMPLATES
Science

Math

Social Studies

Health/PE
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1wYHQIeF8SORliQ_Ot3h5-KWQYqXF8sz9lLL_T43kvqM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1UPb5e0Ok5Lyb7RTEXXFmvP1qi0OJ5OQvr0UUuu6qLPQ/edit#slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1g4S0VlpAHXNGGjM1dHQJoih81ZhdkqDv5peQxGYNa9A/edit#slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1UgsB-Kb2xU5663gm2Bkp3rOxmBCCVpnIExsPEqPV5n4/edit#slide=id.p


TURN AND TALK
• What does your school do to promote writing?

• Where could they improve?

• What do you notice about your school’s population?

• What challenges might arise?



EDUCATION.OHIO.GOV

QUESTIONS?
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