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This presentation contains examples and resource materials that are provided 

for the user’s convenience. The inclusion of any material is not intended to 

reflect its importance, nor is it intended to endorse any views expressed, or 

products or services. These materials may contain the views and 

recommendations of the presenter as well as hypertext links, contact 

addresses and websites to information created and maintained by other public 

and private organizations. The opinions expressed in any of these materials do 

not necessarily reflect the positions or policies of the U.S. Department of 

Education or Ohio Department of Education and Workforce. The U.S. 

Department of Education and Ohio Department of Education and Workforce do 

not control or guarantee the accuracy, relevance, timeliness, or completeness 

of any outside information included in these materials. Mentions of specific 

programs or products in these examples are designed to provide clearer 

understanding and are not meant as endorsements.

Disclaimer
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Checking In

When you think of disciplinary literacy 
in social studies/history, what comes 

to mind? 

How do students currently engage 
with content texts in your classroom?



Today’s Learning Objectives
● Identify effective literacy strategies for supporting students’ reading, 

writing, and thinking in social studies content areas

● Explore ways to scaffold student engagement with text sets

● Facilitate classroom discourse grounding in disciplinary thinking based 

on primary and secondary sources



Poll for Audience

Poll

On average, what percentage of 

instructional time is dedicated to 

reading in the content areas?

1. More than 50% 

2. Approximately 25%

3. Less than 10%



Instructional Shifts Required by ALL Content Areas by 
Ohio’s 6-12 Literacy Standards

1. Regular practice with complex text and academic 

vocabulary

2. Reading, writing, and discussion grounded in 

evidence from the text

3. Building knowledge through content-rich 

informational text
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The Case for Literacy Across the Disciplines



Why Literacy Across the Disciplines Matters

The demands associated with increased text complexity for adolescents comes at 

a time when reading instruction evaporates.

(Shanahan, 2019).



Improved Passage Rates on State Assessments After 5-Year 
Implementation of 15 B-D-A Routines at Stuart HS, VA

Adapted from Riddle’s “Literacy Lessons Learned”



Connecting to R-TFI (Item 1.9)
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Image of R-TFI Item 1.9

https://mimtsstac.org/sites/default/files/session-documents/MiMTSS%20R-TFI%20Sec%20Ver%202.2.pdf


When social scientists read, they…

Identify bias

Untangle 
conflicting 

perspectives & 
claims

Corroborate 
information & 

sources

Contextualize 
sources

Examine text 
structure

Compare & 
contrast events, 

documents, 
perspectives, 

visuals

Infer what is 
not explicit

Adapted from Lent & Voigt, 2019



When social scientists write, they…

Adapted from Lent & Voigt, 2019

Create 
timelines & 

accompanying
narratives

Use multiple 
sources

Organize 
perspectives 
into a whole

Systemize 
large 

quantities of 
information

Use the past as 
a mirror to the 

present

Summarize 
consequences 

of an event

Rely on 
primary & 
secondary 

sources



When social scientists think, they…

Adapted from Lent & Voigt, 2019

Sift through 
fragments of 
information

Consider ideas 
across periods 

of time

Compare & 
contrast 
varying 

accounts

Connect causes 
with effects

Recognize bias
Synthesize 

information

Consider belief 
systems of time 

periods & 
cultures



Text Sets

…are intentionally grouped sets of texts and media 
resources focused on a specific topic designed to help 

ALL learners build background knowledge and 
vocabulary through a volume of reading on science, 

social studies, and other  high-interest topics.

Student Achievement Partners, n.d.



Constructing a Text Set

Elements Considerations

- Centered on one topic/idea
- Includes a variety of resources in 

varying complexity
- Resources are purposefully 

ordered
- Activities for completion after 

each resource 

- Does it deepen understanding?

- Is the topic specific enough?

- Will I be able to find a range of 
accessible and appropriately 
complex texts on this topic?

- Is this text rich and complex?

Student Achievement Partners, n.d.



Stair-Stepping Texts

Visual Text

Informational Text

Target Text

Adapted from Shanahan, 2012



Directed Reading-Thinking Activity
Image of directed reading-thinking activity

Adapted from Fisher & Frey, 2015

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qaencDeM42XY_0gnfDR1WH4bm6dZU8twIa5uy0z1YNA/edit?usp=sharing


Collaborative Conversations

One prediction I made was ____ because ____.

Evidence that supports my change in prediction are ____.

In my opinion ___ due to ____.

One difference between my idea and yours is ____. Let’s discuss 
further.

Adapted from Fisher & Frey, 2015



What does disciplinary literacy look like in a social studies 
classroom?

● Inquiry invites students to create habits of thinking that allows for students to think 
like historians, geographers, economists, and engaged citizens. 

● Inquiry moves students from memorization to interacting with primary sources. 
Students ask questions and look to primary sources for the answers. Students are 
not record keepers, students are active investigators of sources. 



What does 
inquiry look 
like in the 
social studies 
classroom?

American Revolution, 

aligned with grade 8 

SS

Boston Massacre from 

Digital Inquiry Group 

https://inquirygroup.org/history-lessons/boston-massacre
https://inquirygroup.org/history-lessons/boston-massacre


Primary Sources

Source One: 

Thomas Preston

At about 9 some of the 

guards informed me that 

people were gathering to 

attack the troops. 

Source Two: 

Samuel Drowne

Samuel Drowne of 

Boston, of lawful age, 

testified that about nine 

o’clock of the evening of 

the fifth day of March…



Reflection: 

How did evaluating primary sources connect to the 
reading, writing, and thinking skills of social scientists?



Social Studies Resources for Primary Sources

Smithsonian Learning Lab: Teaching with Primary Sources

National Archives: Document Analysis

Library of Congress: Teacher’s Guides and Analysis Tool

Digital Inquiry Group (DIG)-you must register for a free account

Boston Tea Party Ship Middle Grade Resources
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https://learninglab.si.edu/news/teaching-with-primary-sources
https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets
https://www.loc.gov/programs/teachers/getting-started-with-primary-sources/guides/
https://inquirygroup.org/
https://www.bostonteapartyship.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/Middle-School-Classroom-Packet.pdf


education.ohio.gov/LiteracyAcademy

QUESTIONS?

Questions?
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